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THE READER of the Oral History memoir that follows

is en301ned to bear in mind:

- that neither. the Woeds,Highway Truck Library

Y

that this is a transcript of the spoken word;

that permission to cite or quote specific
passages for publication must be obtained
from the Woods Highway Truck. lerary, whlch
has been ass1gned copyrlght

nor the New York Times Compahy assumes
responsibility for the factual accuracy of

the memoir, nor, of course, for views
expressed therein; these are for the scholarZy
tb evaluate;_ : ‘ : - oy
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The negatives for this mlcroform have been made e
from the best available cop¥ of the transcrlpt '
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THE MEMOIRS OF
MR, EDWARD J. BUHNER
IN'}'ERPRETER

»

* HARRY WOODS . R

14
L3

My name is Harry Woods I am an American truck historian.F
The date is June 18} 1973, The time is 10:00 AM, And the
7place is in ﬁﬁerpgme'dfiur Edward J. Buhner at 130 Coun- P
cil Road, Indian Hills, Louisv:.lle, Kentucky.;. Indian Hinsi

is an exelusive park like suburb of Louisville

'M Buhner, now 72, owns and lives in this EEautifulfest

f.with his charming wife.

As a young man, Mr. Buhner entered interstate trucking a

the onset of the depression in the 1929



LULIITA

For the benefit of those who may be future listeners of this
up-coming recording; especially, students of transportatinn,;
researcners, and histor ians of our American Interstate Trucknzjxrifg%f

ing Industry, I wish to call to their?attentionrot its major»i

importance.

~ Few men hane contributed as much to tne"fonnding,'legai'

hirth, and rise of today's vast interstate trucking industry
as Mr, Buhner. His contributions were not: only numerous,
covering practically all fields of the then new and struggling
industry; but the positions he held harbored key roles, which
history has proven he was more than a match in fulfilling. '
And today many of his contributions areganything butt-temsi

: or'topics, of the past merely fnrnishinéldry material"for /
students and historians to study.‘ Far from it,,ior the results
of several of his efforts onrrentiy stands as Federal, State,
and Interstate Commerce Commission laws regulating the indnstry.é

Mr. Buhner, is one of only three remaining Authors of the ICC

Motor Carrier Act of 1935 which granted the trying industry its i!
legal birth and industrial recognition.: The other two are both

his close and resoected friends} My, Haurice Tucker, of Sonth?
Bend Indiana, ‘and ur Chester uoore, of Marathon, Florida.
Before beginning this outstanding Anerican trucker's interv
1 believe it is in order for me to brier upon the highlights
hi% fabulous career, which he will be recording in nnch detail*
In the field of organization he was nne of the Pounders ef t

American Trueking Assooiations, and asrhe was. nvernhelsi g1



sithner -

lonpent ser .1ng directonvin the ATAs. .At‘ﬁﬂesentﬁpegisc':
’haiwman of Tﬁe 1xecut1ve Pommittee of the A;Kgfi éé}ﬁaéiﬂ;%j_;’
the founder of two state motor trucﬁrassociations;, He&,QqQ
will probably be best remembereﬁ for his 1obbying -
abilities and accompliehments. He took part in the 19%2
lepislative session in the state of Indlana whereby the
" railroads concentrated their efforts to stop east west
traffic by passing a law in the state forever'stopping'
interstate trucking 901ng from the middlgwest to the East i*r
through Indiana, and in order to be sure- they won they
put 23 lobbyist in that'state and it was Mr, Buhner,
end hie'very close friend, Mr;;Meurice fucke;, Mr. Morgan,
"of the Morgan Meat Packing of Indienapolis, énd%through :
a young State Senator at thatvtime, Attorney Glenn “
Slenker, of Monticello, Indlana, who sponsored their 7
rbill 1n the Senate that these very few qmen defeated these
all powerful railroad lobbyist. Itrhas been said- that

that was the 'Gettysburg Battle! of the Raiiroadé vé[

Trucking, and Mr. Buhner stood/out foremost "in that con-

, flict as he played avvary/ﬁagor role in 1t

Afterwaroi/§9/55mecto his chosen state of Kentucky and -
e

here hlS leglslative aecomplishments were eVen greater.rsf'




3uhner

and the dorthern Stetes to the Southern'States. And by

‘the precedent setting abilities of his legislative victor— ;>s
ies in Yentucky,(eitht other states followed suite opening

up the South, | Throughout the South | ’

Back again, in his organizatioqrwork he followed in the
footsteps of*the immortal Ted V. Rogers and upon Mr. Roger's -
death accepted Offlﬂw‘of presidency of the ATAs, there- |
fore, Mr.'Buhner,;was the secona President of the ATAs.

During his one’year‘term‘of office~he'based his platforn

on, safety, and he mede greatkstrides in safety measuresr

of eremining drivers whichnstill standhtoday; such as, ,7
colorblind test,health, and‘fatigue,of drivers and such;
And'this‘safety progran hes even,le@ to todey resulting'v

in the Truck Rodeos:that!s held annuelly around the,

- -

United States, awarding drivers for their skill in hand-

| 1ing trucks and for their safety in drivi
It seems this man's contributions to Amg ﬁ
' Trucking were endless. After all of the battles of the
pioneering days were over he then served on the ODT

during the war. Office of Defense Transportation.,~sndiﬁ

- while there ‘he was respon51ble, to great part in the

10-20 tire being chosen as the regulated tire for the

average trailer., He weh,instrumental in fiéuring out

the length and weight laws, nationally. The road tax

fund. He has pla§ed many, many roles thet are to numer~z

- ous to e ntion here. In this recording, or this inter



view, we hope to cover all these points with him,awhich
will no doubt make thls taped intervieWMrather lengthy, s
but 14 will be well worth it. R .
And last, but~not 1east T hope at the completion of our t
interview whenever that might be, t;;t we can read in,

or have him read in to the tape, what became known a8

the, “ghner Report ' which became 8 guide line to the f
American Truck Associatlons. Now- thet we ve touched 7
:dupon these high-lights let's go to Mr., Buhner, -and. start S

- our interﬁien. He has agreed with me that for the con- gl

venience of our interv1ew that we will address eachother

by our first names.

_Egggs:\;’Well' Ed: how did it allrstart9 How did it all
happen? How was it, that you got 1nto trucking from
.fertilizer, and how was: 1t that you played such an 1mport-;
ézant part in the,leglslet;ve:and executive fields of . . @r,i

American Intérstate Trucking'

Buhner: . As Harry told you: I was Origlnally in the Fer-if':

terlizer business which my Lather organlzed back in 1889

3I actually started worklng for. my father shortly after f'%;
r:I was out of highnpchool and then spent a year or so at »
Purdue; He then brought me into the ferterlizer industry'
to help him to develop~the business., About .that. time the

‘depression came on and we ‘had. a pnoblem of trying to kee

~our plant operating because the farmers had very littl



‘prespecially, if we delivered 1t direct to the farm, Or

- Suhner -t : AR

3

money to buy T“ert:i,lizervwith. Corn went«down te l?rce sx

8 bushel Wheat went down to %2 cents a bushel oo'ehere

e

B i

iwasn't much of a market anymore, especially, when we ori-lé
ginally sold fertilizer in carload lots.} The ?%rmer was
1ust too poor, and the dealers were too poor to buy a . j
carload of fertilizer,at a time so_theyrjust didn!t buy~
anytiing. So“we had:to‘find a new way,of'marketing ouf;-a;

-

product. 7 -
So.consequehtly I had geEh watching quite a numberiof truck
operations. The contract carrier'6perations.f'They had
interestedhme very much. - So, we decided then that we would
- try to deliver our fertilLZer by truck to our various'
:,icustomers because we could deliver any quanity at that timer
: to five tons per truck instead of a minimum of 20 to 25 “
tons ip a carload14 ‘We then started_approaching our deal—'
ersramd our customers and theylimmediatelyrwere ver& much

'eﬁthused about‘buyingffertilizer in the smaller quanities;

direct to the dealers. To show you just what the problem
was and why the truck ‘became - so very important to us.
{Originally we shipped Pertilizer as close as eight miles
'.by carload From the. time we 1oaded the fertilizer into
s a«car and got it to its destination, -which- was only about \_f;;"
eight miles away, it meant that five days had elapsed. .

"With a truck we had it there in an,hour to two hours,

-aversging only maybe ten mile a hour with the truck.,,;i_,?i:“'

1.
&

o



& fuhner

Woeds'?' Vaw
there also another convience in yéur favor besides th._
Qidn't the raiTroads at this time demand 3 price,per car7

In other words, iT you éidn't load it completeiy yo

Es B

had’ tO P&V,&pr was that not so” T % : ‘?eiéif

Ruhner | We11, we had a minimum we had to go by which -

A

was at that time was I think was a forty thousand pound
minimum. We shipped 1ess than that in’ a carload we still

. ) e .

had to pay the minimum

. Woods K Now in. money<wise this truck was a great 1d.ﬂ

fall to you men, 1n service and money both
Buhner 2 Oh, yes, At that particular time most trucks

‘were still on solid rubber tires. Esnenﬂally, the old

¥ -

¢ International truck

¢

f;}Woods;7 And what was this° 11930 you say?

~ Buhner: Oh about, ‘a little “before 1930 In 1928 and'eg.

L e

| Wbods: A straight truck°'

When the depresseon started then. However, there was one

in the general community there who had a 'White' truck

;q

- .which had solid tires on the front~wheels and pneumatiCSA

Sy
B

on the back wheels, and this tr'fk at that time was: kno:if

‘as” the; 'Speed Truck. " And it would haul the capacityﬁofrfi
five tons. It could travel up to about 25 miles an hour.%z

Woods That was a White tractor.zn

Buhner. "A White truck 1

,Buhner. A White Straight truck and “that of co rs

perfect speed in those days.
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Woods: Oh that waé emendou . How you’ve touched-wpixi”

i

e . S

upon ¥:) very importanL thing Ed Mmybe we can eleborate i?&‘
on 1t at this point a little bit. Hou mentioned the B |

eumatic tire,.which is the first time its been brought
?gtwin your. conversation. Now the pneumatic tire which
'I imagine this was probably in the year of 32 or 31

wasn't it° ] ’ o,

Buhner: Yes, 30 or 29. Somewhereiaround there. v
Woods.i And do you want to tell the listeners as’ to how

mach this aided and changed trucking when we had#
pneumatic tire. f g ' .
‘ Buhner Well the pneumatic tire permitted more spgeg}
on the truck and of course it was much easier on’ the

’ - ¢ =3

vehicle itself , It absorbed a lot ‘of- the bumps, and you ‘5{
didn't have near- the blow-outs with the.pneumatic tire ’ .
that ;ou had w1th the solid tire. e é" | 7
Egggs'l° Now I know 1 have touched uponfthis subject before
but,I would like for: you so as to verifﬁ it, It is very '
hard for people today to believe that 8 hard rubber tire gk
would blow up. " But I remember when I was a kid and first
'ﬁrwent on the road the hard rubber tire hadn't been too far f;:
"-%;gone. You know, I came in about the time of the pneumatic

55}g;1re in the 30s. And when they told me,of a hard.rubber

itire blowing up, I couldn't believerit. I said how could

?;ﬁra'hard rubber tire possibly blow~up when it was nothing
but rubber? - And.it's been expleined. Would you like to .

&




Y newe . s o 7;‘ D -u g - 'h',".é‘:/i o -
M“TW vour exparience with hafd3rubbef firés°: ;*f:t

i - ¥
hner: Well T don! t know too much abouf th&ﬁ@but I do

: —
-k:deihnr they hlew up. Apparentlv, the,termendously amount

H" et tiiat was nroated due to the tire runnjng on the; 1 'g 4
. g ® R ‘ . 7,
rround,  OF oourne in Lhose days we vere ridinp‘on gravel

roade, Fou.frv roaﬁs. otone roads, and all- types of
roads, ”erv T1ttle concrete roads 1n those daya, and the‘

heat Lhat penerated from those tires 1ust would expand the
<,

“tire and ‘1nallv it would blow off the rim.

<

Wnods: = VYes, gPey"ormed a‘blister between themselves and

‘t‘m rim and blew of‘f‘

;gnlzﬁf Ihev Just. blew off, ‘yves. So the‘peeﬁma%ictire.
0« coerSQ that was the high-pressure pneumatic tize; at -
that 11me,f&nd’fhat I think was agbout the fifstltime ﬁe'
qaw the dual_ tire on the fear driving axles of trucks too.
Woods: Now that was sinple axle with two tires on each
s’ide. - : o e s

“uhner: . Yes. | 7
Woods: Now,these were épli£ rim pneumatic tifee. In other
WOrds, in order to chanpe.you had a split rim that went

around. Did any of'your drivers ever get hurt changing

tires? - I know they had a lot of accidents. Thet;split ;?

\Qe

rim would fly off. L ,A>f¥3 ‘71;27   e
jggggg I don't. recall of anybody being seriously hurt on,

~ the road chanﬁing tires but . I do recall one boy being

fatality injured in our shop by a tire blowing up offvof



Buhner ,
the split rim. , ' S T ’
Woods: Well now that we've covered the uire field What

size motor did yoa have in this White” Dq you remembe:?fﬂ:
The five ton capacity. Was it probably sbout & hundred
and five horse power? ) o ‘ 1 '
Buhhgr: Ikdonit think: I can remember that. The thing

I remember that_this particular truck hdd a powerful enougﬁ
motor that it couldrmdintain a speed of about 25 miles ap
hour with,s load. | j

Woods: Tremendous,>£remendéus; Weli, okai go oh Ed4,

I won't interrupt you gnymofe.‘

‘ Bphner: "It was through us adopting motor truck transpor-

tation in our fertilizer business that during the depress-

X3
H .

ion yevwere able to increase our business rétﬁer than
~falling behind. We increased our business and from then
on we gradﬁélly aéqUired a fleet of our own and we then f;,
'de’ive?ed fertilizer all over the'staté of ITndiana and some

in Ill;n01s and some in Kentucky, and through that we :
finally beeame the second 1argést distributor of fertllizer»éé

}”infthesState of Indiana.j Primarily the result and tally f

S

bv the ‘service that we were able to give through trucking

51 And it was this experience that woke us up to the possibllitv

aj“op interstate free- hauling, And that was my Pirst exnerlence A

fd‘in;general trucking.

W{fWOodsglr You were actually doing interstate then. You.wgre

3

'*crbssing‘into Kentucky. . ' ‘ - ;‘ 3

° Ry



ke

Cutrmar: Now becore all this I might relate a little bit
about the trucks. My fayfier had the first ;racx in Jackson @ ¢
“~unty in the State of Indiana, and that was-primary'jﬁst< |
- for local hauling in tﬁe community. That was an old Reo,
nne cylinder, with the buggy type wheels and the chain
Arifve, And on variouq OC&SSlODS I got to drive that truck,
We could drive it about four or five miles and then had to .
stop and with the oil pumpkwe had to pump oil to keep thé
thing going properly. Also anothergthing th;i might be-

of interest was a great uncle bfﬁﬁfhe, Which was my father's
uncle,*built in th? very garly days, oﬁe*of the first égeam
bupgiea, or steam Wagonsf He built his own boiler; built
the engine and all that. My father, on a number of
ocaasions related to me how they would ga'down the road
with this contraption and they'ed run about 4 mile and

then have ta stop and build up steam again and then keep

on going. _ o &

Woods: = You wouldn't care to make a guess as to possiblyz
what year that was, or what era your uncle was d01ng that.
Buhner: It was before the turn of the‘century.

Woods:  We'ed say.in the middle eighties, or nineties.
Buhner: Possibly in thé nineties. -One of the things

that Mr. Hayneb, who'built one of the first autpmobiies.

He came to my hom%‘town of Seymour and copiad the system

that drove the rear axle and he took that back with him.'

That was the really first time that my family was ever



Suhner 1

involved in transportatien, 7 ‘ o
Woods: So your uaele really‘gave‘ﬁim the:differentiai

of the car. Now the REO, I imagine 4 f we were to,judée';
would have probably been in 1914, 1915."The one with the.t
buggy Wheels on it, or maybe a little earlier than that |
with buggy wheels. |

Buhner: It was in my high school days so that would be {%v

around 14, 15.-7 191k, 1915, The experience that we gained

by delivering fer;ét;izer in ';'Aier:quanities, or rather

in less than carloa}s, showed’ us a way of'deflnetiy increas-.
ing our business. 'k\d sértly thereafter we then bought .
our first truck for our pym selves in the fertéfiizer;
manufacture business, a;: that was an AB Mack, two and a
hal? ton that would haul'uprto six or seven tons. Then
the.c6ﬁga;& that sold us this truck made an inquiry as to
“whether we would{be interested in operating a truck between
Louisville and Chicage. )

Woods:  What year was that, Ed?

Buhner: That would be in the early part of 1930. So6

after checking into the whole thing :and hav1ng ‘a very

definite interest the possibility of trucking' '5%01ded
that we would take on an<operation betwee% LOuisvilleland
.Chicago primary of hauling meat to start w1th which ceemed
rather odd to haul meat from Louisville to the big meat ~

town of Chicago. But we built a refrigerator and bought ,



shiner

A - YACK, which was entirely on pneumatic tires of ther i
time, Dual wheels and quite a modern plece: of equipment
This was the only truck we owned to start with thetcompany?
that, we then organized'called 'Siluer Fleet Motor Expre@é;'
‘or our second truck we- then borrowed the truck that the -
fertilizer company owned because the fertilizer business
was a very seasonal business and we actually started oper-
ating in October so we could use the truck approxametly
three or four months before the manufacturing bu31ness
would require it again. So then we oe;an'in therCommon
Carrier busineSS, because we organized ourselves to send
a truck to Chicago, and one from Chicago back to Louisville
everyday. We had daily service between the two towns. |
One.op my brothers was sent to Chicago, who pounded bricks
and knocked door bells in ‘Chicago for freight coming into
Louisville, and T pounded bricks and'bangedvdoor bells in -
Louisville to solicit tﬁe business éoing to'Chicagos And
~we were the first full time operators between the two
cities. | i

Egpds; v Ed, how long did it take f@r'éﬁe of youf truehs_i

to make:the run? |

Buhner: At that time approxiametly 12 hours. This ser-
vice stsrted shortly after the first bridge was built across
the Ohic River. First réal motor bridge across the Ohio )
River. Qpproxiametly less ‘than a yearbafter that bridge-

" was builv. And there were still stretches of unpaved




Buhner.

roads hepween'Louisvi‘le and ”hioago.- Especially, in
4

of Lafayvette as I recall thev still had twentv to thirty

miles of gravel roads.
Woods: Now, then you went on from there to include-more‘
trucks;' You enlarged. And what were your power units
mostly. Most people in the middle west started out with '
Tnterhatlonals Was your truck, you said a Mack.
Suhner: We started out with Macks. And then we were
ready to get‘our third Mack, and %he Mack dealer at the.
time, he didn't know anytﬁing about overload operations.
So he then sold us on the idea that we ought to have a
—hain drive Mack. An old AK Chaln Drive Mack., We rao
it about ten trips and then we got rid of it because it
would take us from 16 to 18 hours to run from Louisv111e
to Chicago.
Woods;  Chain would keep flying off.
»Buhner' Well we actually didn't have any mechanlcal
troubles because we got rid of it. Then wegwent to a ,‘ ij%

BJ Mack, which was really a pOWerhouse of a truek, By

that time we were running two truCRs?éﬁcéiwsy between the
two cities, and the BJ Mack at that time was able to haul
very substantial loads because Indiana hsﬂn't msde any
restrictive laws yet on trucking. We uere ab1e~to'puil

a trailer and a four wheel trailer back of our one BJ

Mack.

Woods: The four wheel trailer. Now you had trouble with,,



ghiner

IR SO

that 2{4dn't you? It~<would wonb}eVon-theiroad'WOulantli'
I A

P

_uhner: Tt wasn't severe, We had Traiimobile tfailepe
" and they ware quite welllengineered. ~Anothef truckbtnat
wr had in the early days was an lndiena; But that was a i
leas ed unit Q driver with his own truck,'andfl tnink that“u

was the f1fth truck and from then on I don't recall any-

more but we kept gradually adding.

Woods: Now the Indiana truck was made in Indiana, wasn't
it?
Suhner: Tt was made in Marion, Indiana.

Egégiz You bouéhttTrailmobiles. They were at this time.
The same as the ~truck industry, the trailer companies | r
were starting to form all over theeountfy.

Juhner:  That's right. The T«raiimobile was built in
‘Cincinnati;'and as I recall there,was'éne trailer company
in Louisville. Manufadture?Vin LouisVilie._rAs,a mattet
of fact they built our first reefer't}aiiefgthat we had,a '; oy
;Egggétr You den't recall their name° |

- Buhner: Yes. The Kentucky Manufacturlng Company. _Thé¥ o

are still in bus1ness today. 7
le} ‘:

}?WOOGS: The Kentucky trailer. N

Bhner: They re st111 in business today. That 's primarilyr
the history as far as the operation North of the Rivef is
concerned, 7

“Woods: Then you extended on South?



Buhrer

Buhner: mher the next exn'k

tiion‘that-weihad ’wnreta§t§ﬂ=:-_ a0

noving Souths And there was a shaller truck operatidb mani_;"r

between LouiSfille ‘and Knoxville and we bought his emall
operation, as T recall it was a three truck operation.

And we then startedvoperating into the Southern territoryt
At that time there were no restrictive laws in Kentucky, -
but short&y after we started the railroad 1nterests, who
were very powerful in the leglslature, they forced some
bills through the legislature and cut oqrrgross weight

down to eighteen thousand‘poﬁnds. As we operated under
those oonditions-for quite a few;years._ We opereted
principally with what we referred to at that time”asé,
teracker boxes. ' They yere'straight trucks that had a

14 foot-body on them,’aod finally we were able to buy,gome;
trailers built by trallmobile companj that were entirely_'
aluminﬁﬁ. The frame, the body, andtererything was
aluminum. With this gross dead wéirght",w;re'w‘ene{then»ableg '
to haul up to 8 to‘n‘thousaﬁd pound'paYﬁload-on our .
trailers, at that tlme. Trailers and- trqcks.:

Woods:: With the Cradker boxes Ed, you had a hard time
_payingrthe-drivers, andrpaylng the equlpment, when\gou,h
‘ kriew you couldh't haul enoﬁgh weight; duefto:tﬁegrailroadsi
-Bohner: Yes;;that'e right" H < |
,’Egggg- ] Did you ever have to renlg a. 11tt1e ‘and 0verload
these trailers, or these straightgtrucks %rd try to make

&

/-
ends meet? Or ata vou, as someone said, were you a do-e




Shrner

sander and abide hv ‘the laws one hundred per cent”‘*v.fr

fuhner: Well the 1aws were senseless and no one.. could

have abided by them one hundred Der cent. They were 1aws é?
written to restrict us entirely out of business. That

was the purpose of the laws,

Woodsg Vou answered that very good. Very well at least. -
“ow, vou are touching on one of the9most vital,points of
American Interstate Truck History of which'Were;going to
po into much deeper.. But you would say that the railroadr
Iobnyiets with all their power, and people muet remember
that at this time the railroads were upon with awe by the
citizens, and truéks were really you might say;'fromrthe'
other side of the track. And'you ﬁouid say the railroads
earliest form of attack against trueking then‘yas to go
“into the legislature and~puah through billsfthatrkept the
- welght and 1length 1aws down so .low that the trucker could
not haul enough pay 1oad or revenue operate 1ong if he |
ablded by the laws. Would you say that that was the rall—

7

- roads’ formal attack to begin with? . L i* %
< S

o

Buhnér: Yes. They had a two pronged attack. T£e7first’4
place was the Testrictive weights, and then the power of
taxation. So they had a two pronged attack First they
Ai'kept us from carrying payloads and keep our payload down:
to a minimum, and then ‘the restrictive tax against it,7

Woods:. Now, Ed, on other tapes I have the minimum load.

recorded'several times. You're the first to mention the B

l’i‘




“uhner L ™

power oF the tax structure to combat and drive you out._
Would you care to go into that a Iittle bit as;a companyﬂ
owner, how the taxes of the. railroad 1obby. 77 | |

“Buhner: Well, the prlncipal attack in the way of taxa-

tion was to place on the books,acmi eage'tax.l'Awmileagers

tax placed on so manw'cents per-oodnd’which broughtvyourf"
mileage tax up to anywhere‘from'S:toilo'cents a mile,be; ’
sides all the obther taxes that you had to pay on. Gasolene%
taxes and all various taxes. j_

Woods: five to ten cents a mile, Ed | Thatrjust about.

broke the camels back didn*tuitQ Now at noon 1unch today,

e

you mentioned something that is ofvvery much of interest
. N &(

to truck:historians. The cartagé,meh;'whé definitely were
" with railroads. When you rantlnto Chicago did you run
into a-1little opp031t10n not only from railroads, but
from the cartage men in the big thy° R
Buhner: . Yes, we had a very interesting tanéle with the

so called, 'cartage boys.i At 1east we thought it was

entirely the cartage boys, but no doubt thev were backed

by other interests be51des that We were told that when

we came to Chicago with our frelght out. of the cit& of
,Louisville, that we could come as far as the Illin01ssr:fh
Indiana State Line.i Then the cartage boys would'take ovéi,¥

and they would deliver our merchandise to the various’ S

people in Chicago. ‘And they would make pick-up and de-

liveries for us ‘and bring it to us at the State Line end
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« { ot
n : S

{hercwe could haul 1t back to LodiSvillé}:'That”Wasgankgfgjfif.;

. arranrement that would have put ug.out of business very:

(]‘U'if‘.klf,"; = . N 7, y
Woods: How did you get around.this? How did youioombet“
this? Tt must be'remembered'now‘for'therbenefit of7the b
1isteners, the cartage men were all powerful ‘in these '-fgf-

cities, They were the railroad's delivery boys, you-mlght :

say. How did you keep from allOW1ng them to do this to ’
vou? 7 A 7

" Buhner: }They were, as 1 recall,i6"or 7 of us operators.,
In those days we were all small operators: 'We finally
decidedithet we‘would,go to theifederal conrt,and see if‘,“

we couldn't get an injunction ageinstttheSe powers that”
wanted to take over. ‘We were that time able to employee B
a very efflcient attorney and we went 1nto court and first

we got a temporary injunction and 1attEr on the federal ?r’
court gave us a permanent injunction because the thing that“"
. ; o
# i
was being impressed on us was impeedlng Interstate Commerc;r

- And after ‘that 1f was never questloned anymore and that

‘ broke up .the idea of us being 1nc1uded ﬂlﬁh the cartage

boys 1n Chicago.~ '1e* C ' "Q" 'Ve?*v ;f
‘Eggggz Do you recall the lawyer that defended you in thatc
case. That represented you? L "5:='.* ) - 71t?¢€;rfn:
‘Buhner: No, I don't. R A ,,; e \t‘ﬂ

Woods: You know this is very similar to the, fNoerr;'é-uv



Buhner

case in‘?ennsyivania.’ The Noerr Truck Line that sued the
Railroad's President .S Conference. The presidents of the ’
dipferent railroads were constantly irritating and disturb- i; ’
ing the Voerr Truck L1nes and" they did the same a8 you ;
people and as you common carriers they got relief from tHe -
State of Pennsylvania where the railroads pre51dents couldn'tr
bother the trucking in the state. When was that Ed,reround
1932, 33, that that took place? |

;//Buhne ‘ |

Woods

it could have been back in 1931, -

L4

remember talk abdut it & auite a bit, Of
course at that time, Ed, ue wererheuling out of Chicago{
to New York,_they didn't seem to care‘ebout us very much
but we kneéw that you boys from Michigan:and'Ohio was runn~
ing in thereéa‘lot; an‘Indiana, and we,heard that they were
going to stop you. | = .
fBuhner: Yeah : This time most of us boys running through
,Indlana and of course those comlng from Michlgan, they
;ed to come through ihdlana. And one company, McVamara,
~that I reca11 was in this group and a couple of other firms ;?
I think. from the Grand Rapids area, I remember we were
7"very highly elated that. we won that;cese. ‘
'Egggs Another point that I would 1like to bring out here. . .
You say that. you were pounding the bricks in Louisv1lle
securing consignments, or loads of freight Por Chicago,
wile your brother was in Chicago pounding the pavements

and knockingidoors to secure freight to Louisville. _Now-'



urner

thie was 16 1950 How we're all aware that 19?0 the'worst F24“
”ﬁnrnvcior that Amerlcen hfhﬁﬁry ever recorded was really s
rﬁtt1np dn a full" qwiny T believe 1t hit dt's 1owest ,df A
sbl 1in 1912, but nevertheless 1n 1930 1t,was pretty heavv

. Tt affected everything. Now, you;@entloned earlier howV‘;
the less-than-load; the “ive tons ofvfertilizer delivered
to the Tarmer in a ourry w55!service'out of'thie world and .
they wanted jt. Did you have trouble soliciting consigne |
ments from here to Chicago, or did,your brother have
trouole soliciting? Was thig gew system,being recognized?§
Were you’eufferdhg ‘the depre;;;on as a uew trucker the_
same as other business?y
Zuhner: ,Moet of the men that 1 célledrohvpersonally and
the farms that I called on personally were glad to have
this truck serrice between the two,cities oecause_they
had their orders quite restricted too in those daysfandr
thev were buving 1ess quanitles “and 1hipoing.?;ss quan-

/ities. So"it was a perfect out for them at. the time and:

it helped tremendously in soliciting bu51neus. At the _’~

[4 ‘*-‘-a

time we hauled at rates comparable to railroad rates excepb

that we made the Pree pickup and delivery:’ Where the rail—
" roads were still charglng their station to- station ratgs s* :;
fand then their cartag Aéhanbes were beyond that yet. T

Furthermore, we were réhniog from Louisvillerto,Chiéago '

overnight and railroads f'or the L C L, that's less ‘than
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'—>-,

*;ad quanities, would probably take ‘them at‘least a

'f'or more. So we were oFPerlng tWo things we were

. - T
~ing cheaper transportation, and much quicker trans~lr.,: -
tion. B - ‘? o

. //"' S : . . .
Well, it has often been said that tTucking is ar'

-oroduct the great AmFTican Trucking Intersta@e Systém,?zf'

;Hot cartage, is a by- product ac the-depression That itfg'vz
the depression hadn't of come along tha%‘t%aqking mlght
have not have been recognlzed for . several more years iP

thlngs had went._on with the sanmke, boom.

Suhner. I think the depres510h had  a great deal to do
N . . . o R
C.with it. .
, : _ : £ ,
Woods: Had a great deal to do with it. Well, now we're

' getting'up there to where sdmethiné had to be done in the

A way of legislation and' I know: that you- played a very ; . '
important role and I know it's a- very interestlng story, i,
so I'm going to enter this subject bv asklng Vou that wheni
it was decided that something had to be doge, and how

come thatfyoufMytfEd;Buhner'went'to the 1egis1ature in-

= AN

stead of someone else° How come’ 1t was you that ot into, ;évi
“the heat of things in the Indiana 1egislature9 7; {%:'—'*%
" Buhner: Well when. we sort of got into. general operatlon |
‘between the two cities we thouqi we had a pretty good
sfuture ahead of us hecause trucking was being pretty well

accepted by customers so the manufacturing business-was

. o o , A -
not only on the too much up and up because on the account
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ST U he deprennion quitﬁ-"aﬂfriet‘

¥

kdvu'ﬁnouuh ﬁoney to huv g ]ot 01
thnr thdniwnqinh]n to nond a quit_:
t ey 5nd butla np the trnckinm 1ndustry
un‘)ur husivnss; About fhiq time:some few truck Ope
rreimary in the Tndianano]18 arna,'f gt

the truék ]nw" that thn oompptinp 1‘ fieSfWéré:;;

to pans arainst Lho Lruok%np industr_ zAnd so severa

nias man pot 1npether in Indianapolis to see if we co

dwvm1opﬁ a vood stronp truok organization to 1ook after
~our "'ﬂiYw; and it was first 3 or H years that we oper
atorf had 10 do the work ourselveq as our association

'didn't have onouah monpy to hire various people.

Tn th@ oarTior days, Mr. Maurjce Tucker and Mr. Sar4S
: :who was with tho bunch of butter and,egg people‘out 0

':P]ymouth Indiana, the three of u

That Was when? Abqut 19??9'
'Vn%uhnerr Tt must have been Just

was Vr. Maurice Tucker,,Mr;fj;ff'



i THe three of us then organlzedr

i;;most of his time on highway work

4;A year or. so before that the Indiana Leglslature ha

‘i

j?;the 1isterner f

fﬁWQods. "How do. you spell his_l st

'5:Ind1ana nghway Commis31on. Mr. Hadden orig nal

- after we had started in busines

‘FE\W1th théir second attempt to demor llzeaour bu51n

that area. Merle Denny JuSt
lﬁahher Lope E- N-N-Y. Merle wa

hired Mr, - Sam Hadden, to become

~.

on, years later, Mr. Sam Hadde

k]

dgced the welght 11m1ts on trucks andithat was sh

and:they then'c

the real battles started 1n the

'Woods.r So'now W1th tb%'mlleag

ba*tles begin.r Now, should we



“uhnere |
tar and 16&1 Wﬁiﬁ’ht laws. }:ow le*‘}
were ?orced-tovgo:QUto?wéhicegé
'np into‘Indiaﬂaito get'to,tné'Eés§
striving'to tie hp Indigna; anat
the middlewest off from the East G
p]dn of_attéc%?, | | [
Buhner: - That was their éfrategi.

Egggg' Yen might say if this was . a orld War Two e
he would say 1t was. ‘the }incer system;f__4%E»iv

Buhner: §ou,see Indiana is the principal cross coui

state between the East and the West Up through Northern

number 30 which was Transcontlnenta
- Woods: The old Lincoln Highway
' Buhner B Highway number 40, whic yen
iand fhen you had through Southern

Coast So alm'st any trafflc




Bfuhnern

Buhner: ‘ Yes, th@ﬁ_}d@q wgs'af
Woods: Now Routeehog'it:wougé
~out, was the fifst_gévefnmentifo
3altimore backafter,the_Reyelu:
West, It termineted:at Ihdiegzpo
St., Louis, L

Buhner: That's right

" Woods: So, ‘they were bui]ding up toicome into Indi
now, they brought in, as T undersf;nd about 23§prof
lobbyist representlng all the big: railroads didnft

Ruhner Well they were S0 many of 'em around that

the back ground We know why thef

why 1t's such a hot potato.
iormed and your sides are drawnﬁu

there, Ed.



werit 8o “ar as “rom Southr ‘end - he had to run into Chicagoé
re wont so Tar a8 to “ind out how much it cost per milﬁ,'érf'
“or a concrete base, and he figured out that in so many;r;;
number 07 years, I think it was eipht vears, or 80 that
he could build his own road from South Bend torChicagou;
Was this evar brourht out bv you f‘ellows that you could
tmild vour own road? . :
3uhner: Well, naturally, we talked over every angle that
we could possibly think of, but that was a terrifiézfighf.
That was one of the toughest fights that we've evefrbeen
in. At least I have ever been in. They introduced the
hill into the House ahd it went thropgh there éo fast we
hardly kﬁew whaf had happened. So we really had the job
of stopping the bill in thefSenate.
Woods: Do you recall the State Rep"esentative in the
lower House who may have sponsored the b1117
Buhner: No I do not. I don't know. It's on;récord .-
somewhere, but I don't remember that:paf;. 7
Woods:  Was Gus Slenker still a State'Represénﬁatiye_af(
that time?’ - . |

Buhner He was a Senator, at that time. And I'%e even

forgot who was Governor at that time., But the Lt Governoré;a

he was from Salem, Indiana, and he was ' Republican and

he was quite well known to us, and quite a number of the ;«7%

Senators were'pretty'well known to us. The bill moved

right along in the Senate and finally came up for final.?”



vassare and we had several. We ha& beeﬁ wogking;ef ceurae;;;ﬁ
trying to muster all the votes we poésibly’eoelé‘getzté e
de“eat the bill, and we were, as near as we'knéw; sixlvptés
short. Our problem was to try and see'where'he couldfina

the € votes. It so happened at fhe time;theﬁ'Mrz Ivan‘.
ﬁorgan, who was chairman of the Republican party ‘in £hé

State of Indiana; he operated the Morgan‘?acking Compamy,

a very large packer of tomatoes and various farm products,

and they at that time had also adopted tfucking as &a means

of helping them in their sales. They had a pretty good

bunch of trucks. Good trucks too. . | . !

My connections with him were such that I could verygeasrgﬁy/}’
talk to him beceuse he had been a gébd customer of oursgi

in the manufacturing busineds. Faet he was almest a neiéh—
bor of ours, only about 20 miles awey. We had other thingsi
in cemmon7 So he took it vpon himself to see what he could

do. And finally he came up with the answer there were six

votes, who were prohibitionists, and there was a posSibilit& ¢
of getting these 6 votes to go our way, and 1f we: had these '
& votes we would at least keep them from passing the bill

So quite & bit of work was being done on that

~and we never were too sure that we had the votes. We had
been promlsed that thev would come'our way, through Hr.
Morgan. Finally, it was on a Saturday morning and the
word was passed along:that the truck bill would not come

up. So most of the men in our opposition decided to go lhome{
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teave,  They al) left. We truck boys were told to stick | ¢

nrovund the hotel and not be seen. At about 11:30 we were -~

ra!?od-and said, 'Come on ovér, we!rekgoing to call downr;
the 11771, :

“r. Yorpan, being the Chairman 40? the Republj;cé,n’ party,
and the Republican party being in control of the Senate;
so we ot the message “rom him, So we all proceeded to

7o back to the Senate and Mr, Morgaﬁ stepped up to the

¢ -

nodium and Edgar Push, was the Lt. Governorj; of course he =~ -~ |

owed his appointmeﬁt to Mr, Morgan, as he was in the same

district.’ And all of a sudden the Bill was called up.

The Vice President called,upfthe 2111, As we were -looking ;

around the room we saw that there was a possibiIity of
’yétting a ﬁievvoterout of'it. But there was one Senatof
was gone. Hadn't shbwn'up. And somebody told us tha@

he'd put on the, 'rollerskates.'!' I tﬁink that was the term
%hey used in those days.- So, appaﬁently thejoppositfgh -

weren't able to locate him énywhere, so'whén the. vote was -

called, the roll call was one VOteiin favor of us. We had Lé[g

killed the 3ill. And it was that half vote that hellp'er'c‘i -
us. ,Then:Mr: Gus Slenker (Senator.Glenn‘Slenkerl who was
the more or less, oné of theAtop’leaders in the Senaté;
immediately placed’g;"01inche§,vote,' in, and thatrwas

gaveled through andithat was Ehe-end of it, and we had

won our battle. We were all persplring when that Bill was

passed. And that more or less broke the back of the oppo- . |

T
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sition “rom then on out - “rom then on ig‘took vearaandgi'»
Veats but after that we gradually were able to improve'
our p051t10n 1n the State of- Indlana.

Woods: Well -not only in the State of. Indiana, you broke,

it; of course they're still flghtlnu . o

Buhner: Oh, yeah, Probably always will be.';vi ~s:; | -

i Lh)__g_g__s_ " Wnat is the old s'aying, among iobbyists, 'Old bili,
Aor old® wars, never die.' A
3uhner: Yes, ‘
Woods: Well, I really want to thank you for that important.
phase okamerican Trucking. Interstate Trucking.' I have
recorded cartage men. Bag‘aartagé men; who, Ed, have told
me that they didn't care to have this reﬁealed, even though
they were putting it on paper for many years, but they were -
told to cantribute so many thousahdé-of dollars for the
Indiana Legislature for the railroad lobbyists to get to
Senators to voté against it, and they said.there was thou-
sands of dollars spent under the table thpré,r7hs there
is in many things. Right‘now"we'gotta séandal iikaethis

going on a Pre31dental standard but I mean thls is well

known among lobbyists but even with all of that. th1s back
door, old delayed tactics that lobbyists use so often and <"',
legislators of well, 'lets all gd home .boys.'- And they-

don't go home.. ‘They 20 hide and then they come back and

stop the clock., I mean- by stopping the clock 1s _stop the;Wt

- clock. on the wall so that it doesn't strike midnlght, 1t‘sa



*

ot oarother oy and they can go ashead and vote, And I

‘maitire that's exactly what took place here,

wWondo Well, Hd, you didn't tell one thing %bout this,"
coen thourh you were, as I understand tﬁe"étory from other
sources, you and Maurice Tucker, and who was the other
oneY  There was another --

Buhner: Sam Slosser,

Woods:  Yes. The three of you were the men who definetly
stoppgd»lngiana. | |
Buhner: &3; I supbose Maurice and myself and Mr. Slosser
spent. nractically our entire time in Indianapolis at the
time that the legislatureiwas in sessaon, that was close

to 60 days, and we just stayed there}

Woods: Yeah. Now, Sam Slosser. What. Did he have a

-

trucking company? )

Buhner:. They Qerefa; They hadvall thef' Not é, der
hire,' truck. They were a private trucking éompany and
they weré hauling eggs and butter aﬁd'ali thaﬁ through
and through all through the country'énd;they wefé dbing
that primarily with the farmers. - He was called the egg

and butter man, and they were very prominent at that time-

through thé State of Indiana. .

<

Woods: Now, at this time, Irbélieve thettrucking indusﬁfy';x

coast to coast; interSEate'all, were hauling, if it was 

not 2% of the freight, it was a little less thah 2%fofith3;



Buhner

freight 1n the Unlted States.
chunk,: and canal bavgeways

steamers, ‘and yet even with onlL

effort to stop you. Now thaﬁ m
selves knew what trucklng cou¥d
“Would you ‘say that's true or no
Buhner.n Yes. They saw the;i?

of'fasﬁ dellveries and conVieniené

rfifst hame; rAhd ﬁhe'railfbéd

{,Woods:g, Now this 15 193’ and



Suhne ‘f
was broke, 8 yoﬁ sey}' ng th did
Did you jump up jn weight 1aws.,,§
stop them. Did you come back and’*
laws and length 1aws° 3 .

Huhner' Well, we stil] had rest b

in the lepl lature after that

Fonpreosmen, and Representatlves and mere or 1eesrle
know what the bus1ness was. | 7} '; | S
Woods: Yeah you had to educaterehem. What you're;
 there you Just ddh'tfklll a,blx?,,‘ 7 yxr |

keep there"fer years.ée &bg’wef‘\ 'fheilegiglafufeffor'
years off and on.ﬁ ‘ Lo SRR

Buhner., - We stung them 11ke a ho

stung and they redoubled thelr efforts aft
by that time we were able to brln‘
of thlnklng, and the fact that we
 .in their effort made us more;
spected by the members of the

on we had their ear much\bette

The first year or so a 1ot of
"They wouldn't even want to spea;a
quds.1~ Wel;;_they_were afraia too

their small

t%theY“Wénﬁ,.e*,»,
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othey might not be’ there theﬂj
this tax mile, 1n 1933 with yo
"attack by railroads, dl‘fij_rr
that g0 down the draln w1th that,
Buhner.xr That was tﬁe Bill we*de
Greyhound Bus Line were intere
some reason or other they dldn't

to it, and they all got very,'very,much bo*h

‘three or:¥2ur days before the~bil
vote. And I° emember, Ivan Bowen,k‘
7 We sald
ﬁylf'you ve got é vote or so,‘why t
It 1sn't too much anymore that yo

is so far along. jhAnd he saidlj

A,,calculation,‘an?:fo
,‘State of- Indlana
k}thousand dollars

4" i

" we want out from,

'TBil;. Then the > fol
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say, pol1tically, than we weré in
~that duringrthe terme of Paul McNu
had eomplete control-of both Houses
EQQQi’ Well they had a- quite of
.under the/Democrate at that time

Buhner: Oh, yes.-jr : .
B Eégggl Even though the Democrat P de?£; FDR?:Wh

: ki]led the Sam Rayhurn Blll.,e{‘,

Buhner.'

But we have been. The respec&»in our abll

in- both the House and the Senate x

would be very glad to recommend som

they asked me about'i;‘and I sald,_
Litt]e Joe Rukelson,_who was ¥

my neighborlng town of Brownﬁ'5



Buhner

g

mern got’thernominetion., So with those two men,haviné?
the Roads Committee infeach House, our hands wefe;iri
strengthened a great deal ‘ 7
Woods: Well, I would say that trucking had really arrived
when you were even asked to appoint yoqf own road commiss: R
ioner. Always the railroad had that. - °

Buhner: Harry, I can now relate some of the legislative "ﬂ
fights inrthe State of Kentucky. Our company was one of
the first operators, interstate; on daiiy truch‘service

to various points in Kentucky and Tenne;see, and the first
’spot we opereted to in Tennessee was Knoxville,.Tenhessee,
end “hen we‘mOved on into Nashville; Tennessee, and then |
later on we expanded those operstions. But in Kentneky~

you had a situation similar to the Indiana»situation.

For it was in the States of Kentucky and Tennessee where

T M O e St £ AT -

the opp051tion.tr1ed to put in such_restrictive-laws that

it would stop theTflow of traffio.betqeen the North and

" the South. ~Covering traffic originetingviﬁ such cities asT”
‘Detroit Cleveland> Chicago, Milwaukee, South Bend, and
any of those cities going thrOugh the State of Indiana,

and coming to Kentucky and g01ng through hentucky

finding its way on down to Knoxville,. Chattanooga, Nash®
ville, Tennessee, Birmingham Atlanta, and other CltlES"
and cities on the Carolina's. This was really the North
_South traffic and that of course was quite important to

the rail industry and it had very interesting p0331bilit1es
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o our J“duqﬁ?y.giﬁn;wn*énn:’Aﬁj
" cﬁ-mwr'*m ’ro htar‘t with.;_
rr'trxvt1v0 1ruck 1aw
s hv!l]n,:ﬂenner,ee,~nnd
;\'n_'I‘@ﬁf‘neﬁ:;(‘ae the I‘Ftﬂr‘oad went ‘tofthe:‘;
put in vory re >trictive weimht lawu
1w wan . 18,000 1b, gro'é.' Which mean't that abou‘r
could opcrate were- small trucks with 1” foot bodies,>“ 16Y

. A
Cwe nivk-namod 'Cracker—boxea. And in some instandes we

woere able to operate a small trailer built entirelyrout
a]umjnum to handle morchandise with a little bit greater
dens 1ty, and Lhat did not have the weight per pound bu'

‘waﬁ more bu]k.rr-A~9
'no oppooitioniat all.'

Course-this was

T to breaking even on. Then as. the next blo




'Buhnér

‘was not entlrely satisfded:wit

+

weight 11mit

klaws. And at that tlme we graduala
"as an industry 1n/the State of Ke

them some oppositlon, but 1t wasnr

qulte a few years.. Furthermor v

a law that permltted Justlces of;t,

f all types of hlghway v1olations

" weeh Nashv1l]e, Tenne%see and St-f
»needed a new flre department
~ the Justlce of the Peace had“t

a toll was extracted from almos'

Vo



- state Commerc: Commlsé

N

fuhner

'rnough he weLii j;fife:v;"
ed. hin due
1herﬁ'wa auite a racket,batith

we were approachod on the ba
Lbrough if you‘ll put ug on wg

1hOwP thjngs. We had to flght

1sn't the'right'ﬁbfd.

It was really an ordeﬁg;e
through those years in Kentucky, |

look back I'm wondering 1f trw;s B lrworth 1t. “Ther:

one thing that dld happen'outaofi
few operatovs operatlng North an

so when the r'am.cflf‘eu:he:r' ngh

tion between these towne.11 :
din the, what we call the Ko F'Ra

Frelght ASSOC1ation terrltory;



Bnhner‘i’r;'

'Kentucky, we had a real uphilli

it. In the meantlme,'another poo

operator, ‘who was also running 1nf
and,Huber Fxpress, theyrand ourse
operators out of this city, an: W

truck operators, but very few becau

Earl

~ the State of Kentucky., He was, Eara

1lemens.

, respected~ Very strong man.'

'fthrough college, and'all'th
- relatlonship there. Welli‘

z~what‘we called, Doc ;;,ffﬁ

“up theecon¢;"”



HBuhrisy

EarllC}emens;ef course berng oloa,
furthermore the Ihodec Pamily, Do
was the heqd of tno Tobacco Wareho
ane thgy;were arpretty strongrpoli
~~So, throﬁgh Doc‘Rhedes 'Mr. Huberran
of'us Ve started our work Aﬁé_
ihen Senator,'agrecd to map out th
we were to do, and how we were to dOf
lnstructlono, and Doc Rhodes,‘bebng |

minded himself and liked politics,,Qe

r'ltfacking, ‘and what trucklng would do
'smaller towns, and all that.H |
i'fof these members. of the»legi letur
ers in these smaller tbwns.a
‘of comblne our efforts withAthhfautO‘o
State of Kentucky., Although at”

"the automobile dealers were a'”

'road trucks, and

g,road truck would
time;has~p;_v

~-and all those &



- Kentucky Senate. So the problem wa,

Buhner

and they—camevelongowith us

It was a well known fact at he tim

| Senators that were representing'f'

to oppose these men. VAnd through t
very good polltlcal brains we were*
-nomlneeq to go. along. We did>th15s
' wizzout anybody know1ng much aboutr
course, our 1arge oppos1t10n sald

anything, anyhow.r Lo

wererdefeated And the six who won

1egisiature; And we had a simllar<t i

We had gone out an organized ourrgl

So then we were 1n thef'eglslature
In the meantime, I nadAsuggested—'
- that we hire a very good englneeij
 1ow down - on the roa#i» . |
iryrstate of Kentucky, because‘the

,claiming that we'd be - tearing_‘ own

reason or ano



‘”to do.

r:r amne rnU\!r Dfr‘ﬂoral r"lc*n '38 1
@y an rine repnrt‘eﬁdI stiilg
that there were 0ﬁ]y'abbﬁteniﬁef
fnnfunkythaffwouién'tgerry tﬁe‘WG
;i ripr 1 o pet., | : |
“ow,. maybe Tﬁhad bette?fpe béck-dfj
Aand lead up. to the final part of this
after World War 1wo.; In the'meantlm |
that followed Happy Chandler from Richmond
,shouldhrememberrhisrname. It will probably oome to me
apain. .He was a‘very 'ine penf]eme
cut eentlemen, and he represented n wspapers.~

the‘neWSpaperrin Rlchmond

Kentu ky

and 30 foot 1ength And I
‘his office and chatting abou
'Governor, that's fine.m'f"

~ that to 32 feet 1ength°';?F6r

So he

that bill.;;':



Buhner

Now, then subsequently, about th
Defense TransportatiOn in Washi
control of all trucking in the Un~ﬁ
asked to come to Washington and I b

of all, 'For Hire,' trucking ingthe
i>’came assistant director gf thegdhic
had ‘this weight problem pretty well

" We had 1t in Alabama. We had it in;;1

it in Tennessee. We had it in TexaA_ ,<'J47

didn't care what the dead weight of"

law there said that you can't haul

h of freighg’over the highway, exeeptb_:u‘
to theieilgoad statlon,’and thencit
That another ridiculous law, but~;
///’Virginia, I think had a grosséweight
So we had quite a conference in W

we could -do- to get some of these law
wgggg.,; Ed, could ;7" upt v

| Egggg." What year.wes-this?;
sBuhnerf‘wiue,; A

Woods h2; Now, in this confe

when you were call' i"Town'therefa.mi

being the headrof'this}i

men,thetfmgy_h & n}at that m:




H
ki

Puhrner\ =

JSuhner: Wpl] thny were primary 5
of Defense Wranqportation.,r

Woods: I

see,
Buhner: Nowz there were some tru

recall I was théfénly;:ipoerifé

opprationrthere.v Now," some - of the

 been a practacal truck operator.'

And there was,Aby

- -we had the tlre people. ‘AﬁééBObfT

:a half ton.i But none of those5f3

_all.: What would be one and a half



of tank truck operations. Knd
men on  his staff A1 these me

had. Translating this mean't thati t 1 atrtlm

"pounds. So when you had a vehicl
'fouf'tires, and the tractor W1th
'capacity of 45,000 pounds._ Butts
- not have duals on, so actually yo

approxmametly 40 OOO pounds. 'd

'V'VThe Office of Defense Transportat

A Federal order.% PNrmittingftru

_Unlon to. Operate uppto MO OOO'po

: mlnimum of 40 OOO gross pound

.v_ﬁThat mean't that we superseded t_



'7said 1This mornlng I Just taﬂked

Huhnier

ntioh nyaihﬁt the tru"kinﬁ ind1
1hn ’np.ulnt1vr ,m7~ionvahd e 1hmeg
with some of the tactlcs tho rail_
Vto try nnd defeat our prouosul
lxbout the bl]d[ bujng in-bad
to carry the. :
Wthere able
Stevens:]therg
' preparedrthe. tl
hai]roads had 7&jd and there was the entire.engi
rehort. His name meant a great deal, and;it was immedi
acceptod by the legislature. "l_, b 17 'VAN
Then' when the railroad lobbyist 'app ently an old time
~who- hadn't kept up, made a lot of e a
vthat tlme,_the Chalrman of the Board

’and Refln*ng Company, Paul Glazer, ,
- Indus triali ts ln‘thE'St&teLOf Ken
N interested in Federal welght limit

f‘of work for us. He immedlately

L L N Rallroad and he does not ag

forces.l So ine the hearlng, we. were! ab

T anythlng the opposition threw ?t’"‘i



’ ‘getting nice industries.- Some of the

. are feeding merchandise'coming bac

All of o sudden they all became

_friends of ours, And we then paes
we prOposed at the time w1th an. ov
Later on, one of the national maga
story of this undertaking and s*;’"
time the L &fN Railroad had beenvbej

fight in eighty years. And I suppo’

lifting of the truck 1aws.

industry.' Now, they've got very ni

industries in them. And more and m

;back hauls.i It is one of the:thin
. yille the: city 1t KL étoday NS

i,Job. But, we got it done.

‘i_

Woods.

: Buhner



Buhner

on down andfopenediup towns likl

and Jnckson, MLssissippi and the
or 1e«s blooked off here in Kcntu

Buhner:  Yes, Theh shortly'afte

in thc truckjng busrness here’ in Loufsville, K,ntuc‘

therclwasn't a concrete highway, or concrete road c"
into Louisville from the South. There were concrete
‘here and there scattered over: where good strong pol]

Now, Carrollton, Kentucky, had a fo"f lane hlghway'

Carrollton is only a town of about hree thousand peop:
,,1t had a four lane highway by the

commiss ioner's home.;; ‘ i
Egggg: Shows that politlcal pow
Buhner;i, Well yes.3 That was ‘a
'{wggggi;é That' i;ke when Frankll
'}they opened up the.Merrickingh,
of his home, _',i o
Buhner. /Since then theﬁindusv




Buhner

' rross;‘ But everybody, at}th

cities then came in.; They a

N communitﬂes.;;75 o

‘*1ﬂggg§. ; Ed, you've been fllrtrﬂg
_s0 I 'm g0lpg to dlrect 1t byii‘u
Buhner.:. Alright, now, go ahéqd;
Hgggg.:' You have touched two‘

the rallroads complaln, the ol




Cwil)

. L, e 7:',!,'
have no ﬁdV@rﬂé—a#féc;

F)

CHiphway, Naw,_thﬁfﬁ ﬁre ﬁ]&

a truck do. ~ump3vlv1v'OVanga”

.

thatl there ¢ fﬂﬂ(l ?m.fs(;m(" {Tj(’h’l dﬂ €1(

avernil ]1n1uwp 1hnt, ,juat not~tr1

\‘h\ )(]' ’ ;]

o b e e

By Bo n!Lun here wnuid come’ & car avross ahd th,‘

-

Furthﬁrmng, thﬂ tate of Kentugry h

R



Bill on his own and dld awfy with

Peace'law in the‘State, and since
' sore\situation!that we had.
KQQM:assageﬁof the Truck‘Blll at;

very damaglng to the prestlge of{

ahd of course it helped us - a gre

‘ from that day on we were ableitoq

;pOSltlon in the State of Kentu‘{

. But we still had several othe



huﬁ12]ature today.' And hersaid, T inteno to introﬁuce;;

my 11l 4in the ;irginia Le?ielature’today." And he said ‘
Y1 intend to introduce my 1]1 tomorrow.r ;He'saio, 'They're.
roing to pass thelr" today so then we ll be pretty much in
Tine with Vlrginia, but you can put some penalty on the.

Horth South traffic.!

Woodgs @ The old Mason-Dixie Line.
Buhner: S50, four or five of those felldws were‘sitting-

there in his office and I sald ‘to Governor Lavrence, 'This
~1sn't what we were expecting from you at all.! rAnd I said,
'T think you‘are trying to throw‘us backwardanowithat welvé
gaihed{quite a bit., We don't m;e it., I'1l tell you that
right now., ‘We don't like this. But, what we're going.to

do about it, I don't know.'  So he said, 'Well, why don't
you wait until after lunch and come back and see me,aéain.
This afternoon'inrthe exécutive office?!" So wertook off

for lunch and talked about 1t at quite length and one- or
two operators were W1lling to compromise and accept the Blll
and myself. and a couple of others, we said 'No, 1f they %
Vever put this mileage tax on us. we'll have to live with 1t
for years. " Séme other boys Sald Well we'll live With

it for a year or two. and we can kill it- again. | I said;
'You,doh t kill tax hills ver; easily. So, iﬁ;the meantime: |
just about lunch'hoﬁr,.we'called oﬁer. That's when Virginia
was ahead of us. We were on Central Time and they weré: on j"

Eastejﬁ/ti;e.over there., We called over there to find out

. %".‘ .
g : T
A - " " . - N 13
LY E : . . ~ a-
- ’ _ T

E“,,\



Buhner

just what had happened ahd‘they'Said, 'We have defeatedrthe”’f
bill in the 1egisiature,g Theyrdidn't pass it. Se I saLd;l;a
'0.K. 1ets go back to the Governor.' We went back to the 5
Gbvernor, and I was the spokesman at the time, and I said
~'Governor, we're very much- opposed to- this Bill that you're
proposing. Now if you want to introduce it, you go ahead
an introduce it and we'll do our damndest to flght;you }ne
every way we can.' I said, 'Now,ffdrthermorep wheh you |
told us this morning Virginia ﬁas going to,pass’thet Bill,
we've just talked there and they killed that Bill about an |
hour ago. Virginia did not pass that Bill. Now, 1f you
want to introduce this Bill, you go ahead and do it and
we'll fight the devil. He never passed it. He never entered
the Bill., So, we won that battle. Then the most severe. .
damage that ﬁes done to uS'about»thet time,_Idon'tlreoall
uniterjust what had happened, was in a directfightbyithe’-
railroads. Under,therold rate making system; there'ﬁere';r
various raterterritories. The. CFA, WhichrwasACentral Freight
Association territory, and then there was the Southern
Freight Association territory. The frelght rates in the
South were 37 per cent hlgher than they were in the CFA
. ,partlcular on the less- than-%ruak-load lots.r So, the rall-
:roads in one swope then took off the 37 per cent and knocked
all these rates in the South down to tHe CFA level. - Of :

‘course that was "a terzific blow to.our company. It: took E?

-more than a profit away from us., Of course it was the hlgh



uhner

rote In the- rar1y days that permitted us to keep operating
with so-many of these restrictive laws. - So- when they knocked
that ratn down we had to do a lot of sorambling and reorgani—,o%
7ing, and everything else to ex1st with the new law. So; qe,‘kru
Tost thatfhatt1e, and of courSe'we~had-hothihg to sa& eoout
that, Fhat was Just a means that they had of stricking pack l
at us., DBut, we did break their necko - Their backs._ Ae,far
as taxation, A |
Egggg: You don't have to be so polite. (laughter by
uhner and Woods) |

Buhner: I guess 50,

Woods:: Did you'in time have counter meésufes? Where you
got that rate back? |

Buhner: No,.I would say not., No.

Woods:  They really made that one stick.

ToF

A.Buhner' But as our gross weights came up, weéwere able to '
operate under those type of rates. oo | ’
Hoods:  Well, you know, the 0PPOSition sometimes have t6
have a ===- 7 | 77 o

~ Buhner: Oh, Yeah. You can't Wwin them all; ,

Woods : The mop flops that way ¢Q e in a whileitoo..iI“onld’,,

N

say in legislative battles of_truo vs'! railroad,‘infthe-_
overall pieture‘it has been high in the percentage of«trueking,

because it was inevitable.

Buhner: " Yes- Tennessee, of course, was plagued with the

same situa,tion as Kentucky. ~ For some reason or other the

o



Buhner

operators in Tennessee couldn't really get together and%
organize themselves politically And they finally were f
.able to correct their laws about four years after Kentucky.)
Now, we've got a pretty decent situation with the North 7
South traffic exceptrin the South at‘the present time they
are not permitted to run double trailers. Like that you
can in the CFA and that. Where they run two trailers-\
instead of one big long box. 45 foot trailer, and they‘f
run two small ones, 24 and 26 foot trailers. To the best
of my knowledge thatls permitted in Kentucky. But it
doesn't do you any goodvgoing into Nashville, or any of the é
big cities of the South,.because you can't run them'through
Tennessee. You're stymied there. And that's about the
history o: the legislative fights between the North and ther
South. ©So, I was in on both fights. The East: and West: .
traffic fight and the North and South traffic fight.
Woods : Which brings a question. May I ask you,vEd?
‘Buhner: Yes? sure. | | - i
Woods:  In my manuscript, 'Third Morning Delivery, mayéel
I was a little brazen, or not taking all into consideration,
but you Just<quoted that you were in both-battles,ethe East
West, the North South. hAnd as'you'ownedrthe Sliver Fleet
system, a major truck line serving North South, I mentioned'
“"in my manuscript, 'Third Morning,Delivery' that the Northern
Route; meaning,'not St. Louis to New York so much as Chichgo

_l,to*New York and Boston. But, mainly.I centered it down io;:



Juhner . : SR .

g

Chicago to New York, was probably one of the hea&ieéii:
traveled Routes in America, at that tinme,. if not theA

world as far as freight goes, Joining the Middlewest and 'l}.
the East Coast. Did I go too far? Wasrlqeorrect?.VWas -
the North South bigger? ‘ “ N _' b
Buhner: Oh, no. Nerth Southlwesemall compared‘to thei

£ ~

East West truck, o

Woods: And I,alSQ_yent far enouéh to eay that. Even

though California, you know; alWays:claims that they're

the first in trucking. And they'll put up some good,ergy-, 3
ments out thefe. They'1l1l show yon,sone pictures where_

they were running the 400 miles between Frisco and IA.

Buhner: ~ You see, a lot of the traffic from the South

that went to Tew York by-passed both Kentucky and Tennessee.
Some of the Tennessee boys carried it as far as the West
Virginiarline.-,West Virginia was open as far as truck

rates were concerned. But tnen they could go Qn'uprthat ;
way and'fhey still had a problem,some places in Virginia;,,v%
But none of this trefficrfromvlike‘Memphis;and from_everkvfij
here went throﬁéh New York up throﬁghethe;Mrn;West. It |
usually wentithe other. In,fact, efterfwe got some of '
the'Kentucky laws straightenea out we hauled whlskey from B
- here to Klngsport Tennessee, and then went up the Shenandoah |
Valley, and on into New York and Washington and Baltimore.<;

But there was not too much traffic from here directly to§.55l

New York. We tried that operation ourselves for a couple



‘J}

-

- Franklin D.,Roosevelt was President. The National Recovery

gghner_

of years but the roadsfthrough;Pennsylvaniaigeré;notr

- Woods: Well, you had torcomegupAthréughxthat,Southérni

'Route. I believe what ‘made the Northern Route suoh a Bié i'?
major Route was that Waterlevel Route through the Northern
Route. Through Wetd run up through _As long as we )

stayed near the lakes we were on level grounds. And then

when we left the lakes at Buffalo and Rochester; we cut
over|and went down the water level route, §ou might say

the Mohawk Valley, which kept us smooth, and then we had

the hills from then on, but we had by passed. Pennsylvania,gi E;,'
Lwhich was a severe state., Well, we'lre doing very well S
here, you want to move on to that next item on the list

there? - | - _ | .
'Buhnerﬁj Well the next item goes back to the days of the

Woods : Let the- listener know what the Blue Eagle was.

Blue Eagle.

That's the first time it's been brought up on tape.
Buhner: The Blue Eagle was the National Recovery Act, 4;

TR
(NgA) that was passed I think in the first. session that

Act was to'permit'various industries to get together.

And staﬁilize prices and~stabiliZe their business;, That

‘was short fter we had had that terrible depression and

needed something to kind of bﬁpst the industry.' So, they
called it the Nationaerecove%y Act, and the insigniarﬁasl

an eagle in blue. And that's %here the name, ?Blue'Eaéle;'

%



Buhner

came, , SR ~°

- 3 . o Lo B
e -

ﬂggg£° I know, I sald the first time it's been brought 3
up. Maurice Tucker, Mr. Tucker, brought that up. 'He'f 7-7
didn't go far into it outside of Just what you did., Today,
1t wouldn't seem 1iKe much to the people of today, but A“
the Blue Eagle, or the National Recovery Act, which was ';T'
called the NﬁA was & much needed thing at that time.
Buhner: It had its merits._ _:f o
Woods: Had its merits. Now, I.know,hFDR, took_a,lot‘ofi‘
beatings over the head, we might sayivfrom some industrieso
over this, but --= ' o |
Buhner. It probably had as much to do with organ121ng

the trucking industry nationally,as anything that I can,r
recall of. About that time a man by the name of Jack
Dempséf, made a=call on a quite'a number ofﬁoperators'herer

and there. And I remember the . day he came in . and said

that the trucking industry ought to get together . and startt

~a national organization, and wanted to know if we,#or :
somebody from our-company would attend a meeting in Chicagofh
if one was called . That if-he could get a. large enough ‘
‘group together, why he would call the meeting. <In which a
he did. And that was the formation of the American Highway, ;
Freight Association. There were a number of us over-the-"‘

Vroad common carriers, which included Jack Keeshin. at the

time, ourselves, some boys from the Carolinas, and Mason-

~ Dixon Lines, who were the company that finally envelopgd. o



Buhner-

us, and actually, Jack Dempsey, later became an: employe

of Mason-Dixon Llnes, And I suppose there were some groups, :
some men, from New York City and varibus places that I -Eii"
~don't recall, There were probably some 30 of us that
gathered. ‘ 7 ‘

Woods: There was one from New‘Heveh, wash‘trthere?'
Buhner? Yes, Evert Arbor from New Haven, I recall qu¢+e
weéll, and several others. Al Jenky from Cihcinnati, and
various others.' And we ell got in the Mayflower Hotel,
\.(Waehingtqn D.C.)Vend we'thererorganized the American
Highway Freight Association, in which we elected Jack
Keeshin to be 'the first President, and Evert Arbor, from.
'New stéh, Cdnnecticut, tenbethe~Secretary: |
Woods: You were the one that nomiheted‘Jacijeeshin:'
Buhner; Yes. I was the one'that butMr.KeeshihfS name
in nomination. | |
Woods: Now for the'benefit‘of.the ;istehers, it may
seeﬁffoolishr but we might as wellrinferm here that this
Jack Dempsey was not the former heavy weight champlon of
rthe worlds This was another Jack'Dempsey. I've heard of

him before. R

- -

-

Buhheri VThat's right. He wasfrealiy a Tariff'man. And
his primary'interests at the time was to publish the ;
tariffs,'which could have been a very'lucrative’thingi ‘But, -
Vhe’Was'pretty much aheadAof his time though.. He was rea;ly

a very*gapable tariff man because he held down:this;peeitiehi k



Buhner

with Mason Dixon™for quite sometime.

Woods $ Well what happened to the American Highway Freight

Associatlion? ,
Buhner: When the. At that_particular time there*was

another group of principally professional trnck executives,:
you might call them. That's probably not quite the correct
‘name, but some here and there in various statesfhad'organized‘
some state associationsg\but they were primaryfassociations
within a city. Aslarge‘city instead of a state. So when
the Blue Eagle was escalated\both organizations wanted to
rep;esent the trucking.industry;},so? the other'association é_
was not 80 much, 'for/p%re,' as we were. The American |
Highway Freight Association was primary a, ffor hire,"
‘organization. We were then told ﬁery definitely by the

NRA that they wOuld only - deal with one group and they would
recommend that we merge and put the two companies together.'
. Sao, within a year or so I think the American Highway A‘ .
Freight Association had a 1life of only;. T know it didn't -~
exceed two years. ' Probably a year and a half |
Woods: = Yeah, a jear and a half, as I understand

' Buhner: That's as near as I recall We then all gathered

at the Shore Hotel in Washington, and I recall very distinct-V

ively of going to that meeting. We were 0perat1ng trucks
by that time at the extent ‘of our operation into Pittsburgh.,g

And we were operating a.few trucks into Pittsburgh and pwd

~ had gone to Pittsburgh, and from Pittsburgh I wantedftg—gét{i' §



Buhner

into Washington to attend bhe meeting and I found out
that my. train{would get me in to 1ate SO- I inquired about
airplane passage. And this was in the earlier days._' '

Woods: . You were getting modern.,

Buhner: I then engaged a flight. Booked mwself for a

-

'fliéht from Pittsburgh to Washington.. And it was beautiful
weather in Pittsburgh when we left. But we were out of ‘
Pittsburgh a short distance when we‘got into heavy- clouds
only. And I was flying on a Ford Tri- motor plane, and I
was the only passenger on the plane.'

Kgggiz And it flew fifteen hundred feet above the ground.
Buhner: Plane, was termed at that time as the,"grave
yard,‘ of the air lines. We finally landed inVWashington
and I remember being quite scared in the whole flight, |
because as we were fl&iné over this,cloud coverage-everyv'
so often it lookeditofme like‘there:was‘salt Water from
the various colors of the clouds, and we kept,flying_and,r
flying and I thought we had overshot‘ﬁashingtdﬁeand thatfr
we were way out over the"Chesapeake'Bay. But, finally, we :\-
dove through the clouds and landed in Washington, ‘and then fe
I learned that we were the last plane to land in Washington.
And we then had a- two day storm that was a pretty severe
storm. I got,through on the skin of my teeth on that‘deal.
Well, we then had a pretty nice group of men. I inagine; )

we must havemhad about 75’or'80 men.r Something liketthaté R
attended this two,fthreeYday seSsion and we then putvthe

o



Buhner

two organizationsltogether. Ted Rogers;_’Idcn!t fecalliir%ﬂ,f
if he was the President of the other association of‘ﬁdt.f o
Jack Keeshin of ccurse was'preeidentroflonrs; Ted Rogers,?
was more of a nutral type. He was an A&P hauler.VVCon- ?
tract hauler for A&P, Ang,he was also a truck dealer.-

I think he had a lot of car, trucks and that, and quite -

a fire- ball. _ A -

We then all agreed to have Ted Rogers_become,the Preéident’
of the American Truck Association. I was there for thati |
organization meeting. There are not toc many of us left

that attended that meeting. Chester Moore,fie,still with

us. Walter Belsan, who at that time represented Wisconein,
he was elected secretar&. And he 1ater became  Public Re-,
lations. man for the American Trucking Agssociations and was
retired Jjust a few years- ago. That was ho.years ago this

N

year. U0 years ago tnis>yéar. And that's how we got

:American Truckinngssociations. And that was all. on account
of the Biﬁe'Eagle; The Recovery Act. ;[“' P
ﬂgégg: ' Was that Chester Moore, orfcneSteriMcori37:?~
Buhner:vr Moore. R | ., ) -

Woods: Moore. Cause I knowChee'terMocr;ts, yc:,uilzmow. -

He is gone. 7 7 |
" Buhner: Chester Moore. He later became with'the Centrai
States Motor Fréight Rate and Tariff Buresu. And of course
"he was also'Secretary of the,IllinQierotér'Trnck A959313"14,,w
tlon too. | | : | _ | ) N ' _;w
Woods : vHe's_gone. I'm Quite sure. I think he passed a&a;;:A
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Buhner: No. He's still 1iving,r'I was very'élosé:to'“%Atd'

A

Chester for quite a few yeers. His wife, Estie, and ;
Chester, and Mrs.,Buhner and myself vacationed two’ differuv :

.ent 'years during the War days'when you couldn't travelzto,,i'

. 3 P
)«n P

amount to anything except to a spot up in Wisconsin wher;'

'we could get to. Estie is gone now. Well,,that's the ff
story that I remember of the Blue Eagle.vnAnd of course
during the Code days, a lot of states were organized 1n \
dividually under the Code. And theyvhad a Code authority..-
Was supposed to have a Codé Authority in every state. And
in Indiana I was the ‘first Chairman of the Code Authority
in the State of Indiana. And then the famous Chicken- Case,
. which was prosecuted by Charles Dawson, who lived over
here until recently Just a few,blocks from here and was
a very prominent attorney and a very good “ttorney.l ’
Charles Dawson took. that and the NRA to court and got an ;
order declaring it unconstitutional. ﬂ' B
Woods: ~Well, tell of the Chicken Case so your listeners ér;
will hear. Tell them. o e
Buhner. - That's kilied now already,‘but byrthat timetité

had organized ‘the trucking industry and all that. I re-

=

member that the Blue Eagle. It cost you a quarter for
every truck. But we’ had an awful hard time signing them vf{
up. Some of the earlier ones that.signed up were the boys;:—;
invthercartagerhusiness. And theyCCQuld of course, being”yﬁf *

- % : |
from the larger cities, they had a pretty good chance of
‘ ' ’ \ B (
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contro]ling everything.

Hoods: It tost a quarter for every truck°
Buhner:  Every truck. Yes. R
Woods : Well tell about the famous Chicken Case.

Buhner:  Well, T know very little about “that. I know

that was the vehicle that declared the NRA unconstitutional.u

WOOdS.. Was it a law case about chickens being shipped?
Buhner: Yes. Scmeting about the movement of. chickens
and that and they always called 1t the Chicken Case. ;//gﬂ“%

Theres probably a record on it somewhere.* My memgry\isﬁ t
that good that I can remember all of it. Iéps/d to see
old Charley Dawson walk up- and down the street here;ﬂhge
- was a very»fine attorney. And he was a hard bal}/too. b
He had been a federal Judgg;and he knew his way around.

- Very fine, bushy hair, nice 1ook1ng man. But his name
'went down in history on that case.r ‘ : '

Woods:  Well, now lets talk a 11ttle bit about the ATA,

You were'there in its forming In—the meeting, and you

flew by the skin -of your teeth from Pittsburgh in there..
It'was formed as one for overall. The whole industry, wasn't‘7
VBuhnér: That's right. ‘ 7

Egggsf . And it's called American Truck Associations,vand y
not-Americaanruck Association. :It'meansaall the associa;
tions belong to it; right? ' |

‘Buhner: American Trucking Associations. 7
Woods: Yeah. And tell a little about it. What it's done |
—== Lo " 5 o
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since you were there to form 4O yearS>ago; PartsryOufi’;"'"

may have played'in it. Offices you may, or may not have i;f
held in it. Give us a little briefing on the ATA - .
- Buhner: The American Trucking'Associations was organized

4o years ago and. Mr. Ted Rogers of Scranton, P;ﬁnsylVania,
was elected Pre51dent and he Served the organization for -
14 years. During these 14 yearS'I served on the Executive:

CS@mittee, andzprobably Chairman‘of almost every type of

a comm ttee of one type or another during‘those_IH years:
1egislat've,'ra&?;xmmﬂtteeg, and all the different types
of committees that we had,'and some.of the nroblems that o
period we went throUgh'Wo;ld War Two, and we‘
~had all the problems of various governmental_reguiatiOns
at the time, And we had the problemrof helping to’wrai't'ee
the Interstate CommercerCOmmissionlActg as’we_nOQ know it;
‘And of course,iquite,a number of other'problemstufwe werei
comparative small at the time. 'J . .
The real oasic organizationsof tne AmericanfTruckiné'

Associations was the ATA was thefspOKeSman for various

% state organizations. ‘State trucking'aSSOCiations. Actually,

‘the states own.the American Trucking Associations. It is

not the ATA owning the state associations. The ATA, e

American Trucking Associations, is thé arm of all the 50 . ,)
states now-that are in existence. So the original meetings )

\zmen e got it gathered toget\\em as the Exec\mive Qomttee,

e
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most of those meetings 1asted approxiametly 4& days,'while B

we were in\session._ Cause we had ao many things that need-A ;

ed to be taken under consideration and given our complete |

viewa that we thought was right and things that ‘we might

do -and mightrbeable toraccomplish; And our relationship. :

wjth Congress and all the various factors, with the U.8. .
| Qureau oftRoads,;and then latet on oﬁ-course it branched. |

into the labor 1aféi and all those. | |

I suppo;e'the first big undertakingethatfthe American Truck~

ing Associatlons had was éhe‘developing of7the Interstate

Commerce Commission Act which put all for hire trucks under'

regulation. The position of the industry was pretty badly

spiit on that’ at the time.‘,Some‘of,them were not_in,favor

of regulation’aﬁd a great many:of_them;were. One of the -~

top men to‘champiOn regulation was, LeLand Jémes, vho was

the organizer of the Consolidaxed Freightways in Portland

Oregon. He was the principal champion and . gradually won a

lot more of us overtand over.- It was 1n Chicago in .the time ;

called the Stevens_' fel, that the Executive Committee, at

»

ion went on record to seek Federalrrggisgg3g,

e

| lation. And hat required at least/a year.

its annual conve

'The passage O the Motor Carrier Act was one of the great
1/mile stones in the trucking industry. And it took a 1ot,
a lot of work to ge the Billrproperiy_presented~and tryv,,ir

to please most of the tions in'an organization'of thisif%

e¥—type.' The private carriers wanted to be very careful that
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they were not reéulated and the city cartage men, they
weren't too anxious about regulation. And of course they
were mostly intrastate, and we had the problem where'they
were interstate, and all those problems that went with

- them. I remember very dietinctly‘in a meeting withra;
medium sizedrcommittee with Joseph Eastman, who,wee regerd;n'
ed as one of the;very fine Interstate Commerce‘Commission
men, discussing the biil, and he had drawn a bill. 'Jﬁst

a8 sort of a work sﬁeet bill. And.I remember whenAwe finish-
ed with it we had made 50 corrections 1n this bill. Some
of them were minor, but they eil added4up.r And I remember
one that I was primarlily interested in. Not primary. It
was one I took position-on, and stillrgled I did;ﬁggd/Mrf//
Eastmarr, at the time,;said he hadq)t/thougﬁﬁ/ofthat.

H@t was uﬁder tﬁe.c}guse foi"ihé Public.Convenience'and
Neceesity;'fl sald the way it was wriften, meybe we have £¢,
prove Public Convenience and Necess&ty every time we boughtg
a new truck or put a new truck in the business., I rememberé
telling that to Mr. Eastman's attention and heisaid, 'Yee,!;_j
-~ I can see ‘where somebody might interpret that - And he -
said, 'I know we're going to correct that ‘

So after that session in which we made all these corrections,i,
we then had more meetings end went on, and'theresestill

few minor corrections. The picture I'showed you; right

there. Was.one of the big meetings. And as 1 1ook-over E

cay
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that picture now, I would say that over half}thoseémengr

have now passed'aWay. And thatrwas in £935 So that,f

would be in the neighborhood of 4o years ago. But the'ti )
Interstate Commerce Commission Act has. kept on.’ It"%é
been a terrific boom to this industry and has made the
industry as big as it is today. It's been very interest-é-
ing to come.up,under that, and it's been a lot of_heade ‘i
aches under it, and a lot of disappointments under 1it.
Woods: Well, it was definitely:a needed thing. You
mentioned one thing today that many 1isteners-wou1d never ;7
ever dream of. That is trucking COmpanieS’themselves‘;J
going into the manufacture of trucks to haul or pull their
own trailers. There were‘three'we mentioned. T believerone'
was Horton down herewin the South, wasn't it? 'And, one

was Gotferdson, that,fOunded iransamerican, did he'not?ih'
And then LeLand James, d//solidated FreightWays.- Do you 7
know of any other trucks manufactured by truck companies? '
Buhner: No, I don't. But 1n,the case:of Gotferdson, ;;vé
was. a truck manufacturer as i'understand it'and then went'i
into the trucking. husiness] LeLand James - and : Consolidated
Freightways, they- were in the trucking business ang. then |

they decided to make some. of their own trucks. And I .

think that same situation was with'Horton too. Horton
was in the trucking business,~and I do’know that Horton
made quite a few of their own trailers. And they thén %

.. made some of their power equipment. And I think laterjon§
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when they merged and UQcame'Associated<Trahépbrt thatf@heyi'-'

dropped that manufacture of truéké. _And;the_only Qne tﬁéif'f
has really stayed in 1t 1is Consolidated Freightwayé.,;And5t
they of course today have probably the leading freight

truck in the country. :
Woods: We see it on the road todsy. White Freightliner.
But the White people has the. agency to sell it.

Buhner. Yes. The trucking company itself. White Freight-
liner Corporation is owned by Cénsolidated Frelghtway. The
distribution of White Fréightliner is held nationally by

the White Motor Tfuck Company. Théir QWn act is distri- -

~ butors. L : | ' '

Woods: If you don't mind Ed, léts stress a little bit on
these power units. I know youvhad quite a bit of gxperiénce
on buying and uSing them, an&xfinding op% their ﬁeakn;sses
and their good points. You mentioned today at lunch the
Autocar. You liked that truck quite well. Where was that
truck made? L | | | g | s :
Buhner: It was made in Allentown, Pennsylvapia. No.; itﬁ
was made in a_suburb.of Philadelphia. A suburb of'Philédélf
phia. | L
Eggggi It's not necessary to;have the exact plgée,rrit
just came out of Philadelphia you might say. o

' Buhner. It was a sturdy truck. Had a very sturdy frame

. and was.builtrprimary for'mountain~run. It was built fo{i

that Eastern traffic through the Pennsylvania, and in through

N\
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there, and worked very well down through Virginia, and |
West Virginia, and down into the South in the Carolinas. -
Primary in the_mountain country.‘ It was a very, very «Qﬂ_ :
sturdy truck. It would take the curves a little?it‘better,:
and Juat a good strong truck. It was not aispeed truck.

The engine. If you were for 1ongfdiatant running,théfengine@

was Just not the best. But for pulling grades andﬂall that

it was veryrgood. A | , | -
Woods: Now, that truck went by the wayside: It begaA"i‘

to get into financisl trouble and I believe White Motor »l
Company. 7 j | »7‘
Buhner: White. énd they are still-making'the truck. They
still make that tiuck. | | | |

- Woods: Still make the truck.

- Buhner: We bought most of our Autocars out of Cleveland 0
We had quite a fe ot tem. S

Woods:  Now l/ﬁg 2g0 the Gotferdson, went its way.  The-

ﬁ

,Horton went iés way. The Brown went thelr way.' The old N

Stewarts,,- and do you remember one I'm sure the, Fran—Ward-i
LaFrance? Fran-Ward, they used to call 162

Buhner:  Yes, I femembef;the name, VI associated it pfiﬁaryé*
with fire -engines. | | AV'{ ._r
Egégg:' Yea,‘yes.f I~0nce‘wfote%where it left the'ﬁighWayt'
and sits by the roadside all polished in the firestations ~ :
and looks out at’ the roads where 1t used to write its history.t

'Now, many people today go into fire stations, these young
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youngsters in truck clubs and they see thg:FWD, meaning;f,f" ;

front wheel drive, and they say; JOh, there 1s a‘FfanéWagd{

LaFrance., But I haven't seen one since back ih the‘th ies;,

Buhner: It is doubtful if they are being manufactured}

There were quite a number of trudks'built'up through the
state of Michigan. Quite a number of trucks up in thepé.
Some of the'old truck operators. You mentioned John, Wﬁoi-

Just passed aﬁay recently. John. Up in Michigan?

Woods: John Bridge.

Buhner: Yeah. He was originally in truck manufacturing

as I understand it.

Woods: I couldn't say, he came out of Canada.

Buhner: Al Boone, who operated a nice truck line through

the South, hauling for A&P got his sggrt up in Michigan in

truck manufacturing. Several did.

Woods:  Well there was the Qld Indiana;"Thereiwas the
Federal. The Federal waS'quite a truck. -
Buhner: The Federal was a good truck.

Woods : And I'm going to name one that you would remember.é:‘

A lot of people argue with me. The Nash car, whlch today >

1s the American Motors, the Nash one time turned out-a

truck. And a lot of people don't know about this.

Buhner: Yeah, you're right

Woods ¢ It turned out a truck back in -- my unéle owned one,

when I was 8, 10 years old, so that would be 1920. It,was;.f

a big massive truck. ' ' : , ‘.
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Buhner: Cincinnatti made a truck. The Bederman{hV
Woods : These trucks played an importanthpart; howeVer;

why I brought this up was to ask you one thing. Wevcouid,
go on mentioning old trucks iike Corbits,'Corbins, and |
names'that no one today would ever hear of, the Brewn ana;;'
others, but they often say, 'Well; the truck manufacturer
develeped the trucking industry.' Well we' can't deny that
they did a great deal, but the other argumentis? well did

) the truck manufacturer'develope or did the guy behind the -
wheel hellering'and screaming about the weaknesses ef the,
truck; was he the guy responsible for the truck manufac-'
turers making a better truck? In other words the man that
drove the truck found the weaknesses and it was he more |
than the truck manufacturer thatVcomplained,until>the

truck manufacturer developed what‘he wanted.

Buhner: My thinking is that the pressure came from the
truck‘eperatOrs and the truck drive}s,iuho didn't have the
ability to decide. - "4 o |
Eggggz Yes” They didn't have the abillty to decide yet
they knew what they had to have. |

Buhner: It was the engineers of the trucking'cemganiea'cg};
that wererable to more or less match'their vieﬁs:"Irfenem;>
ber one of the meetings of the ATA, when we discussed trucks.
'What the industry needed and that and the financing. They

were the days when you bought a truck, you were pretty

lucky if you got two years financing;r'l remember .that aﬁié'*
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that time, GMC, who dealt in the opinion of most of us
operators in an inferior truck stanped in the early. days
they had. ?he smaller truck was a pretty decent one,_butr'f
when they come into the heavier duty trucks. And I re-
member the President of the GMC, truck division. And he
vcame before the whole group of us.. And there was a man
there from California. Of course California was using a -
1ot of Diesels, and they were way ahead of the midéwest
because their laws permitted them. And they were asking
him to develope a better financing plan and he just'wonldn't i
have anything to do with it at all, andicouidn't convence»

© him. ) .- ' o

Finally, this men from Qalifornie, he said, 'I've gc% a
Vpicture ofLa“truck'here. I w1sh you'd take a look at it

and tell me how old this truck 1s. “And the President --

Itve forgotten his name,' The Pres1dent of  the truck branch. .
He lcoked at it and said, 'Well, that - looks to me like it |
couldn't be over two years old.*' He said,v'Well, we oper-‘i
ated that truck for eight years. 'That's the'rébuilt por=--_ -
‘tion of~it. It ,has been completely rebuilt. vAnd we'lre

-z‘:
£

iar financing on the rebuilt truck. Now why

,getting five -
can't you extend your financing a little b1t farther" ﬁI
remember that very distinctly. The old_saying is, he hung
his tail and went out of the meeting. That'wae‘arpfetty  "‘
good signal for the fest of the truck,people at the timeVVE’
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that they had better get on the ball end build the kind
of truck that we needed, and gradually that did happen.
Woods: Ed it's known that Henry Ford was. probably the
first car manufacture to bring Wall Street or Billy ‘
Durant to bring Wall Street, to the automobile industry.
You know the a,utomobile industry * staggering until 7
finally Wall Street came in with its money. When would

you say that Wall Street; or big finances begin to look -

at trucking with a little respect?

Buhner: ° Well the first attempt of course was w1th
Keeshin, and that turned out to be a foul-ball. And then, -
as I recall, the industry lacked for at least five years

or more before anything was being done. And then the first
big truck merger happened with the company that’Evert‘Arbor
operated in Connecticut and up through in ﬁgy York area |
up there. I've forgotten the nahe of the firm. And,the
Horton Lines from Carolinas. And another very substantials
truck line in the Carolinas. And I think there'were fiue :
or six of them that drew all these together, and it took ?g;“
about four years to clear that thing through the Interstate

’ Commerce Commission. And when the 4 or 5 companies were ]'
put together they had no outside financing so they ftruggled
for quite & number of years. And that-to a certain respect'“
retarded Wall Street from entering into the trucking business.
And it wasn't until some of the other 1ines. And I think
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one of the first lines then of’ any consquence was the
McLean Truck Company in the Carolinas.- They were one of/ 7
the first truck lines on the big board. -And then Consoli-ff
dated Freightways, they got. financing, and then graduallyr
everything went along. vSome of them were fairly success-

ful and ‘'some ofithem weren't, But;.in recent years'most

of the big ones have been rather successful. Fact_the o
smaller lines are now getting prett&'good'finahcinggl And;
there's a pretty good market on both, over-the-counter -

and on the big board. There are quite a feuitruck'lines

on the big board now. The& are all in the doldrums right

now, but I think when we get through this area that'we're

in right now, I think money;is gOihg to be plentifull for
well operateg E{uck lines. j ' )

Woods: Now I'm going to bring you to another subject

Do you feel up to it?

Buhner: Oh, yeah. ‘ _
Egggg. Alright, we couldn't have truck history, interstate
or anykind of truck history, without sooner or later running 5A

into Teamsters, the Dave Becks, and the James Hoffa, and

you as a truck company operator., How many trucks didlyou
have at your peak Ed, on'the,SilyerrFleet system? 3 _';
Buhner: We had around 550 units all told, but that*in_-.;ﬂ‘ o
cluded trailers, city trucks and road trucks. It seemed B

- to me that the road trucks between 125 and 150 road units.éf,

And then we had a IQO city units and ‘around 300 trailers.
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Woods: We]l you were affeCLed then by the union.,'g P

Buhner:  Oh, yes. We had one strike here in Louismille

that we were tﬂ@§ up for six weeks.- It almost ruined us.
Woods:  Now when did the union start making inroads,uith"
your highway men. : |

Buhner: Oh, they started even before the Motor Carrier

Act was passed. -Just before 1935.i The RailroadrBrotherQ
hood attempted first, sThen'later on we had the'problemv
here in Louisville. ~ The thing that caused us such a
problem'here in Louisville wasruhat.we,calied the, "'south
end drivers,i those boys that were running the kind of rigs
that we had south ‘of the river that were s%aller. They
belonged to the Louisville Union, and the drivers on the
North side they belonged'totthe Union on the North side.

So, the local businessvagent’ofécourSe he uanted all theh
men in our company and we went through a very bltter strike.
And it was, during this strike that James Hoffa feathered
his - nest pretty well to get the power he did. Because when
we were at an absolute stand still on negotiations ‘here,

and it was affecting a lot of carriers from St:rLouis andigz‘
) a113‘Hofﬁa,@cane into town here.wWe had a very tough
business agent here in,toyn, who has passed away;since .
then. He ordered this men, and I think Hoffa was bluffing
‘his way more than anything else, tie ordered this man :

completely out of the /room and he said, 'I'm taking over g

and I'm going to settle this.' And he:did before the-
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A

-evening\< HeVSettled it. And when he settled it that meanf;c'

that he . put himself in control. of all the N Vth an,*'fu
And it Was from that time on that Hoffa was a big strong

’ (ma,n. C = e

v “i ‘ : i : .
. gods Went right up. Of course, I couldn't possibly i

a¢ this point not ask you as & company operator, how do

wyou feel toward Jimmy Hoffa° )

ggggggza» First place I have never met Jimmy Hoffa personally

’Newir have met him. In labor negotiations, I've stayed out.
My brother in the company handled most'of our labor nggOtia—é'
tions. So the only thing 1 know about Jimmy Hoffa is what
I hear about him; And I have often heard that you could
depend upon'Jimmy Hoffa's word. 4 always understood he
was a real tough negotiatior'and;he must have been. . And
he was able to put his weight around o e e

Woods: Do you want to hear my report to you on Jim Hoffa.“

My experienceras a historian of you;men'who fbunded trugk 5

companies and the 1ndustry. IwhaVe of'ali 80 far that 1517;
 have taped of truck company owners, and founders, and ‘-«-;:
' operators, only one/really knocked H@ffa., OQQy one._ Every.A

one else has said like you,.'Well you could depend on- his >
~ word and he might get tough with you but if he made a deal
he stuck by 1t and he really 1ooked out for your side too

.while he was looking out for -his men.,'

7 Buhnerjw Seemed to me that he was one of the few men tha S

was strong enough to whip a lot of these ‘wild business agents,
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and the like, - A,.;/¥:;

Moodst  Yean, he put them 17 in line.. Each‘,.;n‘;‘f wag
]1:t]o moparchs’ in themselves:* ;ﬁr; f§/ ."I"I ~;f§;, y
Buhnier:  Yeah. The one we had here in Louisville came <
Out of the coal fields in Illinois, and at on tim :E.,;

1

even made a statement that he was ‘a. communist«/ He threat- o

EN

ened to run us completely out\of'business and all that.A‘But
boy he folded up “when Jimmy Hoffa came 1n. Jimmy got him

told off"’ right now. And that,was it. He said,\JYou go

out there in hall and 51t theie and wait I'm taking

ﬂover.' And that was it. That guy I didn't know.erne of ;
my prize pictures. I don't know if it'sha prize or not |
‘I've got a picture of Pave BeCk*WIth his arms around mefii;‘
iI had just. been presented with the trucking industry's -
stamp they put out a number of years ago and the Postmaster ;:
General from Michigan, at that’time was there and Dave Beck

~ was at the meeting too and we*all had to have our pictures
taken indiv1dually with Dave Beck. That was: Just shortly

-before they closed in on him.:;

: .A;}t.j 4
jWoods°r Well, you know, many have saxd Jimmy Hoffa had;,57

rﬁa hard road to go because Dave beck, you know, was charged

'with swindling the Union and hlS crimlnal ‘L-- I guess“he_

was . put in the pen for . a while. Then Jimmy, or James*

Hoffa, moved in and said that the atmosphere was alreadi'

’there.’ You know, look down on these guys,'they re: crooks.

[ ) T 1 : ,f’

,‘.9!- ¢ i—- - - ., ) Jl‘. - -:"7
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And what he definitely did in trying.torbe in goOd*uas
looked down upon in doubt by'the'layman because ofngvep
Beekfs previous record. . N | |
Buhner: He had a lot of enemies too, I wpuld obserue,;

on speaking on Hoffa; he had a lot of enemies.
Woods: Well most any leader, I guess has. You I imagine n
being the leader you've been you!ve probably had your shares‘
Well, Ed, --- | '
Buhner: We're still on American Trucking. We're Just'
particial. We got to the point to where we'lre starting to .
pass the Motor Carrier Act. ;' | |
Eggggg Oh, yeah. That's<the:most.importent.
Buhner: Ye%h.e Then of course the industry was still not
properly organized., Still with’loOSeﬂends'and all that

And of course to organize this thing nationally was quite a
‘ task to get it done.  So, Ted Rogers, thought it. would be
,,:well'to~get somebody to do sort of an engineering job for'
us. And they were talking about bringing some outside ‘
people in and I think they did one time bring 1n a small

'engineering crowd. And they came in and presented the en—

,gineering report to Mr. Rogers., I never did see (it App&_;',f
rently wasn't to hlS liking and some of the other men- around o
him. So then it was suggested that the industry put up |
thedr own committee, to go through the entire structure of
ATA and come up with sort of .a bible. That was done and I
was elected=Chairman of that committee. We then held hearingsr

- R [
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over a- perlod of two years and I suppose we had over two

to three hundred peOple appeared before- us and gave us all

the views and everything else, This,committee had a big

long sounding name; National I've forgotten the whole thing

but for short they always refer to it as the, 'Buhner

Committee Report.'

bible. They've been no chances. And the thing we did

have one association.

- tlen when we organized.

We said every state'should.only |

‘There were several. All these

associationsﬁspringing'up. And .this and that sﬁringing

up.‘ Should only have one association. And they were at

that time three states that had more than oné association.:

New York, Illinois, and California.

And we suggested that they try to work thémselves down

and get to be one unit,

And then we set &p a lot of

criteria and various things. And then we krganized the

various branches of the trucking industry iike the.'common i;

F -

carriers, irregular common carriers, cartage men, tank

truck carriers, household good carriers, film carriers, and y
contract carriers and what have you.,

eleven. Eleven branches.

i

And each one of ‘those are part

aa

r{ of the ATA and they have arrangements where if they

conflict’ with each other +h vy sit down and try to: work

out their problems, together. They Show this report. iWef"ﬁ

tackled everything except the dues structure. And we' set i

2

s

up all the efforts with them.

Which is the bible of ATA, Still the

I think there are now

.oF

-
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And we then set up the presidency would only serveoné;yéa
and from that he would become chairman of“the boerd) “Thht“
job however, was done after ODT had served its purpose.'
And, of course, that was another big problem that the ATA
had was during the Office of Defense Transportation days.
And T served, as I told you earlier, Chief of the, 'For
Hire,' section. And we at that time had about two million,
'for hire,' trucks in the United States. And one of the
problems we had, we .had no statistics, to g0 by. The‘onlyf
thing we had wes what was published by the American>nutol '

mobile Association. They had certain statistics. - Not mach.

¢ #
»

So to find our way among all the organized industries we -

had to do a 1ot of talking. Just,to have. So.

I was brought into Washington, and I steyed there sevenr
months. And during the 7 months,we formuiated the rules.

and regulationsfor, tfor hire,?]éruchers. And one,of

the problems, of course, that we had et_the time was fuel;';,
and tires. And you‘probably remember-thé tires when you,-;g
the rubber situation, when you go to retread a truck tire,%
why if it 1asted three thousand miles you were doing prettj X
good. So We fought 6ur way all the way through that A
- Then there was a very big attempt made to take the trucks
\off of any distance beyond & hundred miles. Keep all trucksém
giwithin a hundred miles and turn all the rest of the freight
over to, the raiis.; We had that big problem on our hands,_f

-

"and we of course, whipped that. ‘,” o éff',

. -
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On the fuel consumption I remember that the Office of Price
Administration, who rationed gaSOIene for autouobiles.i
They said, 'We're going to ration gasplgne for the trucks.
We said, fWell, you can't do that. You don't know anythlng
about trucking,' and I said, 'A lot of the truckscare going
to have to consume more gas if we're gonna win thisdwar.v
We're going to have to haul %,IOt more;stuff thanawe're‘
doing now. We've got to have gas to do the job and all -
that. ! - | |

So, I remember very distinctiy when they announced that
 they were going to take over, we went up to Mr. Eastman,
and told him what we'd been told. That they were taking
over the gasolene rationing. ‘I:saw his face get réd. And
“he said, 'No. They're not going to do it:i And‘this was
around the middle of the afternoon. He said iYou'boys

be here this evening. I'm going over and see ‘the old man.al

Meaning the President. He said -'I'm'going over.!'. ﬁé

went over and in about three hours he came back and he ;si

said, 'We're going to ration the gasolene for trucks. E i

So, that job was thrown on to us. And of course there were:

a lot of factors in there that wanted to just cut 35 per e

£

RCS

cent off our gasolene consumption. And S0 we fought that. o
We said 'No; no, no. No large slice 1like that at. all.;
We'll put in regulations that'll force the boys to do aW'yi,'

with a lot of the practices that consume a. 1ot of gasolene.,

o Now, some of these trucks are going to use more.

22
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So when the whole thing was over with at:the end!ofathe.'i
year, when we made‘the calculations, we had reduced\thé-
consumption of gasoléne among thertruck'boysrby 38 per - o
cent. .We had even beaten,this. And we'didrit by eliminaé :
ting a lot of the bad practices that had gone into the |
industry like security; a lot of these boys ‘were hauling

some of this freight_a hundred miles out of the way and

all things l1ike that. And we told-them they couldn't

leave the terminal unless they were one hundred per cent
loaded, and seventy five per cent loaded on the way back., -
They had to put the loads on the Erucks or they wouldn't f
get the gasolene. ACourse»we had rationing of gasol%ne
‘and'we had that 1eVerageron them. . And that's how werwere
able to do it. | J 7 | .’ |

And that stayed pretty well. ﬁé had a few'other'minor{»
ones, but those were the main things we did in those days :%7
and made it. We wrote the regulations 'go the truck boys.i i‘

" We figured that’ if they could make money why they ed be

glad to comply with it. If they couldn't of course compe-é_;
'tition'wasn't much'in'thosevdays. You could get_all the - A’f
husiness you wanted anyhow. As”long as they couldtmake‘ﬁ}A
money on what they were doing they were glad- to cOmply'with {

the regulations.

wOods. Did you ever have any trouble with. Wull, say &
fellows . 1ike me that didn't get there permits or a.nything, , j'
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{

and they went ahead and wildcatted and gypsied, and out- i;?:
lawed on their own after the =-- o ,
Buhner: Personally, I was‘not acquéinted with any of
you becaﬁse I*:Ls at the top and most of- the rationing
was all done locally within the states. We had 52 or 53
branch offices all ozgr;the United States whéré we fétionedr’
'gasoléné,; Gas&lenéaﬁd several of the other things. Tires
tdo. Andialso edulpmentélr Anybody that wanted to 5uy a
truckfintﬁose'daySShad to get these permits‘from the -
Office of the'Defense Transpoftatipn. | '
I remember when we went into that thing we immediately got
an inventory ofithé number of trucks that were in thé
inventory over fhe United'States, and I forget, I think
we only‘hadlabOQt SO,OOO\fruCKS‘léft that were still in-
ﬁ ventory in thé proéess,of manufacturing. And of\course'
- everybody was strivingrfor'trucks. Ahd lo and behold in /
comés the U.S. Postal department They want 14,000, Theyiss
want 14,000 trucks. .We spid, 'Wait q/ﬁinute.r And then
we started talkiné to them. And we'had‘30007trucks in.‘,,é;_.
inventory of these, what we called the 'milk deliveryrr
truck.' You know, those little milk delivery trucks. Wer

P

talked to thenm and said, Now, we'll let you have a 1ot of
‘ 4 v
these.' Oh, they couldn't possibly use those.A They o

couldn't possibly; We said, 'Oh,:yes you can. You doh’tliﬁf"

need a two and a.half ton truck to run a lot of this mallf?

around. You ¢an deliver it,from~one of theses Well they .
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got started using some of those and you know they're still
using a lot of those. Yeah, we broke them over to that.,'
Woods: Well, you know the ICC. The Interstate Commerce
Commission. In all your regulations you did, say 1ike .
the present Major Daley of Chicago eays, 'You did a'wonder;
ful Job, boys.' But now today it's DOT the - Department
oijransportation that's taken over everything hasn't it?
Now, I've heard a lot of_repercuss1ons, good and bad.

What do you, Ed, think of this?' A man who was instrumental
in the ICC regulating the industry.giWhat do you thinkuof
this DOT? Department of TranSportation?" 7
Buhner: I am afraid that I d&n't for an intelligent -
oppinion of that, because I'm pretty much out of actual
operations and what I know is Jjust what I read and some of
that. I don't think I am in position to even give an
oppinion on that. Having been in a 51mi1ar position I
know . the. tremendous problems that they've got. And when é
you are sitting in their position and see this thing nation
wide, you get an entirely different view point than when,f;
you are sitting back homerrunning'a truck 1ine. Entirely !
aifferent. I found,that’out. In fact those several months'p _
- in Washington with the‘DéTA'I think was one of'the greatest ”‘7
experiences I’ye~ever ‘had., I never realized that the truck-
ing industry, at that time, was as necessity. like.

Especially,'one of the things that amazed me 3 of course'

we were not in the tank truck business so I didn't know 7;
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much of the tank truck but it amazed me of what the tank '

truck boys could do in the way of transporting 1iquids in
those things compared to what the railroads, where they
had the tank cars. Right here in'LouiSViile I think_it

- took 'em. There was a big powder'plent across the river
here. And they were using a lot Qf‘elcohol'here.. And:it
took them about a week to get a car load of alcoholrbyfradll' B
from here te over across the river, but a truck would make

4 or 5 trips a day. That was true in many a many inCident
where the trucks Jjust jumped in and just moved that stuff;

and moved her right now, Wergive those fellows a lot of
priorities to, to get equipment; ) C

Woods: I'm glad you mentioned that I hope through

these tapes that people will realize or 1earn that the
“railroad's service was so terrible. Lets Just put-it

that way. - Lets den't try to be polite about it.r'Lets

Just say it. And I know when I first'got'enra truck_end-" 7

_ went down East I thought I had went sreund the world in ,V;VEI
those days. You know, a thousand miles. And-I;thought

oh boy the freight train will be there and on its w'ayf'baék?
! before, and my God I found out - that it took & railroad ;
three Weeks to a month to get down there. " They would go
break it up, and go enother two hundred miles and break _7

it up, and set cars on ‘the side and it wasn't up until

the war started coming along that they started putting

these fast expresses through and by then we even beat them g
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then, you know,

Buhner: Yes, Well in finishing up the ATA and that whole

thing. Of course having aerved as the Chairman of the ’
Committee that reorganized the ATAIentirely, andltheres
been very, very few changes ever madegland basieallyﬂthere
have been no changes made, basically in the thing. Ahd
having had the experience of being in the Office of Defense
Transportation, so when Ted Rogers then deeided that he
did not want to continue as President of“the.ATA, I was
then elected the President of ATA.. Irwas the second
President of the American Trueking)Associations.‘-That.was
25 years ago now., I have stillfremained on the Executive
Committee, although I haven't got much business over there
anymore. This will be 4o years for me. on the Executive )
\Committee. There is Just two of us left from the original.
'Egggg:r' Who is the other? 7 ,7 i

Buhner:  Chester Moore, and myself. Chester Moore is 11
years older than I am, A -

L

Woods. Where does he live? In Chicago? =~ ~

Buhner. ' Well, we are trying to find out just where he's .

living now. Chester lived in Chicago for years.  And
then hé moved to Marathon, Florida. And about three years

ago, Esle, passed aWay and then he_was completely lost
down there all by'himself I used to see him/at the‘

 Executive C,>; ttee meetings, and I don't go to many of

- themranymore. I go to one, maybe twiceja year. This year »K

8
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I'11 be there twice., Chester had 2 son ‘that was a very <

brillant son. He was one of the few men théﬁ;ﬁnderstdod’

the Einstein Theory. And could converse ﬁgté;Eihstein:  '
And he lost him last summer. And he lived out in Califor-
nia., And that shook him up quuite a bit. In the mean-
time his brother, who‘was with National City Lines. Onei»
of the large boys in the National City Lines, he also
passed away. He had cancer. So Chester, within'less

than three years lost his son, his wife; and his brother,
and that's about all he had. I think he has o daughter
living in Minneapolis. So we haven't been gble to find
'Qut just where he's living now. Last time he was living
in Los Angeles, but he's not making that his home. I -
remember him telling me personally that he just couldn'%

live in Marathon, Florida, anymore without Esie. That he

had no other interest down there. . N
HWoods: That's too bad. That's foQ bad. He's in his

. eighties now. ’

Buhner: Yes. He was a‘very capable person. He's an
ekcellent Rate Man.» That is.‘.He.ﬁanaged the Centfal
Freight Associatidn, rate‘man. That\association-of:tﬁe'
Rate Bureau. Very, very capable man.:

Egggg; ' Didn't Ted Rogers pass .away shortly after you
took office? i

Buhner. I would say about three or four years: afterwards.

Something;like that,

s
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\ . o ER ;

Woods: Do you know Mr. Ed Gogolin?

Buhner: Yes. \ 7
Woods: Well, I was with Ed a couple years ago. - oy
Buhner: Is that so. . X _ : o RN

Woods : Andy oh we hit it off wonderful.
Buhner: Ed's a. vc;y capable chap. | _ w
-Egggﬁzr Just like you and I we spent the whole day talking
and Ed was a great admirer of Ted. He knew Ted. You

know he was "from the same neighbor od. And he told me;?h‘

things about Ted when he was a car\salesman long beforeyznﬂ
they ever dream't of--- an I got thinking beings you Vere;
the second president you'd probably ow Mr. Gogolin.
He's retired new.- " |
Buhner:\ Oh, Yeah.f He's just reti ed*recently., He is
one of the few that were left of/the origlnal ones when

I was there twenty flve years ago. In fact when I go to ¢
an Executive Committee meeting now, 1t's Just not home to
me anymore. been so fdr away ‘from them now. |
Woods: "No; there are e'many'new faces. I want to get
back and .see Ed before 1ong, down in Harrisburg.

Buhner: Sometimes I think I'll turn in my resignatlon -
and get off of it entirely.; I want to go through this

u .

year so -1 can say I've served forti years: . - Lo

=

Woods: Yeah. Now how long wereé ou President?

Buhner} Pre51dent one year.v‘Weiwere restrieted.. From

president you moved on into Chairman of the Board.

i, swanesin



lv or 1ess,'referred to them as, 'gypsies. '”Q; . ;} ?F?;;3"

- Buhner

own tractor played a very 1mportant part They pulled

_trailers for Common Carriers and that. They were usually.ﬁi

-/
, one time, almost‘all that type of an opération. flndfof-:—

Woods: Ed, of-course we have all different branches.

You're telling here how the ICC regulated and everything. ?
In the very early portiens of trucking, ~the best I can: _
find 1s trucking probably started interstate trucking, "

" out of New York by the wealthy moving out: up into Conn-

ecticut, out of their Brownstones, because of overcrowd-

~ing in the city. And they. didn't want the railroads anyer

more to handle their nice furniture becpuse they busted

1t all up. - So they started looking for these dray wagons,

and then they started 1ook1ng for these trucks that were lfi

coming along and they found out that’ they'd haul it up
to Connecticut, sixty mile or so,-and not wreck their ‘

furniture,.‘And;many truck'historians claim that this was

" the beginniné'of trucking. (interstate) Now, I don't know,

this can be argueq one way or the other. But what part

~did these early'gypsies; these wiidcatters,_play in:the
r,'developing of trucking from your. knowledge°

Buhner. I‘m not too familiar with what we call, 'GypSies,"

?but I. do that the individual operators, who. owned their

“4/& t of these companies. Take the Roadway Express.;:dhe-f
'.of the. largest ones in theioountry.r I .think they were, atri'

course then in their peak season they employeed the, mor

.
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One of the interesting objects my company was involveﬂ A
i\\was the early installation of Cummin's Diesel Engines -
in’some of our regular truck tractors. The first twoE iﬁiy
trucks that we had were Mack Diesels. They were considered '* ,
rather rugged pieces of’equipnent, and we operated them o
primarily in Indiana as the laws were too restrictive to
operate them in and through Kentucky and Tennessee. ;We'k
had learned a lot and had been informed about the economy

Aof Diesels by the Western Operators, the boys back in”"" "
California, Oregon, and Washington. The fact that I per-f;
sonally and my brothers were born and raised within shout-

ing distance of” where the Cummins' Diesel was manufactured;: :

" and knew some of ‘the people connected with the firm, we |
‘decided we'd at least give their %iesels a trial.a . K

-So we installed a fo\§ cylinder diesel and six cylinder

diesel in two of the first' trucks we ever“owned., Butrthey"

turnéd out to be quite unsatisfatory for the Simple réasan;:

that the chassis in which they were being operated was nl

comparable to gpe power of the diesel engine.% The diesel

engine had as much power at idling speed as'it had at
!-traveling speed and the problem that we had is with the
power of the engine we were constantly tearing out trans-p{
_%.missions and rear ends. So, we finally decided that that
:ﬁwas 8 failure and we placed them on-: the market and finall'

O

,.sold the diesel engines and then said that we would not




L

&wae deeigned for the*diesel engine. Tﬁet;ééme abbut‘five e

Car’ six years 1ater. ,

"Woeds Mr. Bnhner, for history sake, lets tie’ down some

*fof theee dates and as to’ why the diesel. Now, on.&he e

’West Coest, yOu mentioned to me earlier that th? diesel
,:Was pioneered on the’ West Coast more than in the Mlddlewest.
'simply because they could‘haul bigger 16ads out there.: ~,j
{Heevier loads,5and the~dies91—ﬁas held down a‘little more..
»Buhher: fuThey had the power for the mountains. * %-f
Woods: 4 Yeah. Now I imagine they entered the picture out
._dtheregprobebly in. the early thirties, or mayﬁ% late twenties.
fThejdieéel had been known for a long time. It had been N
‘ invented'years before. Tt was just put into use. So,.
would you say that probably in-the late twenties the diesel
went to work on the West Coast, was introduced out there.
%'Buhner: ,zeah -1 wiuld‘say that. Arfair]y accurate‘gate.
~Eggg§' Yeah. .And then, as you sayﬁyou were raisedgwithin
‘shquting distance, for the 11stener's information the
’di\sel was made at Columbus, Indiana, (Cummin s Diesel)
quite a little industrial area, and of course Indiana was ,5
always the leader in' the automotive. world in gase people
don't know. It turned out more cars actually than the great
i staté of Michigan did. But; now you purchased and put these
diesels into ‘use mainly beceuse of your friendship wifh o
Gummin's plant isn't that rignt? The people that. ran the :




Buhner . . - e - ’
Buhner:  Well, we had & friendship with them. R
Egggg:.' }hat had a bearing on it, ~becauae you introduced . C?':f
the diesel and one of the very first to introduce the diesel. |
Your company. And as you- say this was probably in the'early

‘308, wasn't 147 About 31 327 , .

; buhner' Yes, it was, because we installed them in the

f'first two trucks that we owned. '

Woods: So, you were really the pioneer in'the middlewest.
, Buhner: It must ‘have been about 32, ‘

4 ~Woods: But, you discovered that because of itsgextreme

,power the torque of the engine tore up the transmissions

- and the deferentials and you had to have more weight and

Pthe state of Indiana, at»that time, certainly didn't allow1

mich weight, so that was why you had to discontinue and g0 .

back to the combustion engine. ‘ ® . “ 7
Buhner' Another reason wag that the four cylinder diesel |

_had entirely “too ‘much vibration, for the chassis it was’ |

being run in. ) ] 7 |

Woods: Well it even idled very, very rough. ‘pﬁ idle

they, would shake a truck or car to pieces. VWell, now that.,_

we got all that data for historyitleasecontinue,Ed, d; rf )

‘Buhner: . Another big problem that the'trucking industry SR
had was the problem of accidents and their regards to '
safety and how.to go about oper;ting their truck lines -
safely. . The company that I operated had its share of accidents

- 'in the—narly days and it became ‘quite a problem with us to

L& . «
,¢§E o
@
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maintain insurance, In fact our insurance was cancelled

. on several occasions, and so a truck l1ine without insurance.

was one almost to go outﬁof business. 'So, between my brothersilon

e

and myself, we became quiterinterested in what we could do
to operate our equipmentvmore‘safely. We thenrdisc0vered
that the University of Pennsylvania had a_good course 1n
sefety. We proceeded then to make our contact with these

people, and through them we were able to. hire our rather

capable safety director, who then came into our company

and started a safety program. We were probably some of the
;first people who really engaged a safety man. A safety
director. And he really did almost miracles in the work

~ that ‘he brought to us.

Woods: Do you recall the year you employeed this safety
director? - ' »

Buhner: One of the naln things he did was to setrup a
standard for truck drivers. Theﬁmhad to q%élify for certain
standards. And 1t was amazing when we. went through our 1list
of drivers at the time how few of them could really qual;fy
a good truck driver. We had men that had;hadieyesight. |

" We had men that didn't really have their right lmeu@. We

that men that couldn't or weren't very effiecient in night .

driving and all those things that go in making a good tru
.driver. ‘
It took us a year or so to clear out the unfavorable ones

and replace them with very good drivers. of course his

-



work also went to the maintenance of'eQuipment.' To see . -

that our equipment;was alwaysvproperIy maintained54 WeA7
extablished safety lines for‘our°equipmentbeforeiteverv’
left the main terminals it went tnrongh a'safety lane;wheref
~ every item was inspected. We,did}ailrnore things. WeAgot .
.‘the top men in our organization were also trained in7

safety work, so ;t?kas everybodyis bdsinessrincluding the
President on down:to;take a real part‘and sn interest in

0
]

safety, \ -
Many othericompanies had the similar problems that wnat
we had, and aoout that time the American Trucking Associa-
tions established a safety department within their organiza-
tion and then*ran>cohteStsron safety as to which fleet was§
the safest: fleet in the country.r There'were certain 7 f/
standards that had to;be met, and some of those standards |
were rather_ridgidm The fact that we had pioneered a lot
in this type of work, we wonithe,safetyraward three years
in a row; andrthrough that we)retired the first‘tropny the
American Trucking Associations offered on safety work.. 7
When I became president of the Amerlcan Trucking Associa-:
tions I made it my- theme to preach safety and encourage

every fleet I could possibly contact to do-a lot ofrwork '

on safety, and hire themSeives’a safety director and en-
couraged them tordo that. ‘And today I suppose there is
hardly'apfleetrthats operating today that doesn’t have ar
"safetyvdirector. It was one of the best money meking things

~ -«



Buhner

. ' - "f 11 '
that we ever did in operating our'trucks. Why we never got

Into it in the beginning is Just one of those open questions.r;i
It was a matter that we didn't know better. . _ ‘
Woods: Well, you were in the pioneering stage. ’Your
didn't know about such. Now,. your trucks ran some pretty
steep grades in the South- land,,and I,imagine you can |
" recall some‘very bad accidents vour company'probablygrhad.‘
Is that®true? l 7 7 | | ,7 o |
Buhner: Yes, but we only had'arfew fatal accidents.
Principally caused by a couple vehicles meeting headon
in some fashion. In‘asking queetionsxabout fatal accidents
and that, reminds me of one accident'in-the real early'daye ot
.‘ of trucking of our companyrr It was with the first truck
that we owned, and we were hauling a8 load of fresh meat
from Loulsville to Chicago. And South of St. John, Indiana,
apparently our driver went to sleepvduringfthe night and'
he went off the side of the road and the fact that in those
days we didn't’ have safety tanks on them the vehicle
caught fire and the entire vehicle burned and here was i
all this meat on the inside of the trailer. This was pretty

much in a farming area.,. When it happened we received 8
i

telephone call and both myself and my wife drove during the

night up to where the truck was ‘and I remenber this~farmer~v'

_ telling us"'Boy, yOﬁ're too late.'! He said, 'You néver*

450 much roast beef hauled away from here in your

'time.l He said, 'Every ‘farmer in this neighborhood has?
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1 o
got a big beef hanging around his hourse somewhere. So -

that was good roast beef,

Well that was probably three ménths after we began opera-- N

ting in here our number one truck was;completely destroyed,'

by fire; and that wasrjust»one of the incidences that made

us realize that there was a ‘lot more to”trucking than Just
running a truck. This incidence the driver had just become s
sleepy and ran off the side of the road. But many of the ﬂ
other accidentscwereﬁside swiping, and improper breaking
and all things that cause accidents. .Theyaall/counted
against our experience and I'know it was quite a blow when o

they cancelled our insurance on us. In fact it* was cancelled

£

twice so we were mithout insurance. Then finally after we
lwent through all this work and reorganized our eompany’one
a very sound safety basis,rwhy we were able to bring our

insurancerrates Way down., In'fact before'we got.out‘of»the

business we were self insured for a great many of our own

loses, and we had set -up our own claim system.; We handled

- our own claims and all that and it was quite renumerativeil'

too. o S ,ffif ‘4 e .
The American Trucking Associations, about that time, made
quite a drive ofi safety as they have done every since then.
One of the side ‘1lights to this whole affair is since I had;'
spearheaded the safety movement a great deal;. the industry |
‘-still didn't have any oonnection with the National Safety

Council, so I was elected as the first truck operator to -

- e
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serve on,the National Safety Council., I served'on;i'ii;

L)

Council for 13 years,

'Originally, in keeping records of that the National Safety
Colfhc1l chargesian accident against & truck whenever tﬁgkﬂw o
vehicles,,regardless ifpthe vehicles were passenger~car
or truck collided, the charge was always maderagainst thefrr
truclg. S0 1n the early days the truck had some unfavorable
publicity. . Because the récords were not kept correctly;
We were ab'ie to change this thing entirely around in the -
National Safety Council and today the trucking industry’
is the second 1argest participant in the National Safety
Council ~and is one of the real industries that is pushingL
safety in all its phases. !
Woods: Probably you would touch upon - the entrance of the -
Westinghouse Airbrake which had a tremendous amount of- —

&

safety added to trucks once they got the Westinghouse Air-;vé
brakes. Isn't that right? You'd say that—airbrakes ‘had

a 1ot to do with it?

h

~Buhper: . I'm not familiar w1th that except the fact that

ﬁhen we moved into the airbrake our equipment became much<p

- safer, and it'didn'tftake thetindustfy very long to real-

ize that the airbrake was the'real hrake. And I suppose
today there isn't a truck operator not using airbrakes.'
Woods: Yes, its all airbrakes. Well in those days, Just
to renumerate a few things the~breaking surface on- the

truck wheelswas‘inadequate for the amount of- weight being‘
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-hauled. Qgg the Vacuum. - The old Vacuum brake was, when f?-;éi:

it worked it was a-good brake, but it was so unreliable

that many times you couldn't depend on. it. And the mechan-{,‘?i'
“1cal brake certainly wasn't equipped to do the Job of - TR

stopping a loaded truck., Well, Mr, Buhner, what ne ”,ﬁnow?ﬁ'

How about insurance° T always like the story that Mr.

Tucker gare. He said £hat he went lgﬁdays one time with

no insurance and Operated full force for 11 days, and he -
said he never slept for ll days. And I,imagine‘you oan rtr
appreciate his Bt 4 ' : | R J
Buhner: Yes, he had a lot of company.l 7 7
Woods: T believe a little red headed fellow from Tennessee,
wasn't it, that started Markel° Wasnft he the one that
‘more or less aided trucking.\'Markeldlnsurance? |

Buhner: ItVWasnﬁtharkel; Itfwas an insurance company

N
)

 that specialized in truck insurance. I think that they wefre /
one of the companies that cancelled us out. : ¢
Egggs‘_ I see, there were several different truck insurance
companies.u.' | o

* Buhner: Oh, yes.

"Woods: © But they were a little bit lésry to.start up,

.weren't they?

Buhner: The successful insurance companies;in the trucking D
end were the ones that the operators themselves organized - ﬂ
and_owned.

.. Woods: - Themselves.
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Buhner: They knew the problem. They knew what had tb“[

done, And the group that organized insurance companies

»«—

then forced every operator to pu in” a real safety program.

And if they didn't comply with ‘thit they were not included

in the insurance. " And some-~ of those insurance companies

L4

have made excellent money, and have reduced the %9cident
4

rate meteriallyafor most of those operators that went. into

o

that.

This thing. was primarily started on the West Coast. And
Asome of my good personal friends were all involved in that
plan, and since we didn't;operatefon the West Coast of
course we were not.eligible2 'But,rwe'learned from those
people too. ‘And they were probahly‘more pioneers in that
respect than there were in the Mid-West, or the South or
‘even in the East.,fﬁ , D2 -h A : .
Earlier on the taﬁéiI talked about how'we est;blishedlthe'
capac1ty of a truck. This was during the'days of_thé foice;
of Defense Transportation.giﬁnd‘i méntioned the namerdf one
man, who was a very oapable Operator and 1s today a very

ad

capable operator. Andﬁhis name was" Charley Canmer.a Hesf"’

‘ was one of themtop men in the tank truck operation, and
knew the business. He hailed from Pennsylvania. And he was
one of the men that helped'considerable in. eStablishing

- the rules and regulations;under which,“hired trucks,-

r';'

‘ operated during the wa . It's our group that developed the

~definition of thescapacity of a truck by relating it to the




Buhner

capacity of the tires.i Originally, the regulation that

was sent out by the Office of Defense Transportation said

that the capacity of a truck is represented by the-number,‘r'ﬁirg
by the carrying capacity of the number of tires that it

has, Of course, that m%an't an open end, and if you had

as many as 20 tires, why you would have a capacity of

around 80,000 pounds. ,I'd ‘say 10, 20 tires, at least the

,ten hundred by" twenties, ‘which were the way they were de-

signated in those days. Ther.S.,Bureau of Roads obgected ’ t
to that portion of it and they highly insisted that we

could use their formula for"providing we put a stopper/on

it at forty thousand pounds., In those days there were

very few tandem trallers for nost df the traiiers only had

_one axle and you had.one axle on the back'of the truck, and

then the front axle, so that mean't ten'tires_would havera'
carryingecapacity of about 45,000 pounds was used. However,

Where the state laws permitted different'weights than that -

. they also were recognized as being legal.

- What actually happened to this was’ about 5 states were per-~'

mitted to bring their. gross weight laws" up to 40 000 pounds.

;The other capacfty of measurement that we' used was the

p

, cubicle density of the box, that was on the trailer. ‘We

gaid that a truck when it left the platform-should be, on

-an outgoing truck should be loaded—to one hundred per cent

capacity, and on a return trip it was: to be loaded to

|

!

seventy five per cent of capacity.

3\
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We knew that this was something that all trdcketcoﬁldn'tt;'
comply with. But it wes amazing how many ‘of thé,truck"
lines were able to come pretty close to’followiﬁg that r,-
formula. Andrcourse that's whenthe>g¥psyttruckcaﬁe~in=
pretty handy.r lnrfact this was more-orjlese bases on what'
the gypsy trucks did‘in those.days. 'Evenwcompetitoré wére

‘hauling each othe'r‘s freight in order ‘to get them loaded

to a hundred per cent capacity andfreturn with 75% capacity.

I know that our comﬁahy loaded many of our competitore_and
some gyﬁsy trucks forrthe back haul; S0 in that way we got
a tremendous amount of efficiency out of the trucking lines.
Woods: Now can we elaborate on this point;arlittle,bit? ‘
As a gypey I used to load either way_erery once I could

get on, you know, |

Buhner:  Yeah,

‘Woods: .-Ahdvso-I suppose that I was breaking the laws, But?i

to me when I wildcatted a load out of?Chicago to the Eastaa
- Coast, that was it. And when I w1ldcatted a load back from
_l the East Coast to Chicago that was a --- It was no return

’trip to me , 1t was Just a trip. And I loaded both ways to

the ---, well, much more than any capacity, you know. It{s -

amazing in those days that we're. speaking of Mr. Buhner, I
don't know if you: know or not but today they have 40 000
pounds revenue, you know, pay. load on a truck a lot, and

‘people wouldn't believe ‘the loads we hauled back in those

ldays ‘with single axle tractor and trailer, and my God we used
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to put onr34 36,000 pounds and get it across,'youfknow.n'y ',
And you would know that, but the public probably wouldn't.,,f
of cou%se, the state trooper% knew 1t too.

Well that's very interesting to know that you complied

with those laws, and how they It's stil% confusing

today. I hear people say, 'What.do they mean; a two and ‘

& half ton truck? That things big enough there to haul

a house. What are they talking about a’two‘and a halfiton?'”—
And they don't know the ratio. v ) 7 L f
Buhner: Well, the next thing I probably want to talk a
1ittle_bit about is the part thatrthe American Trucking

_ Associations'and the Trucking Industry played‘in the.build-'
ing of the 21,000~miles;ofAsuperehighuays'that we!haye '
today. ' : : . i{ o '7'; |

In the early days before we had these*manéffour lane highe”
ways one of the problems that the Publichelation's platform
that the trucking industry had was the problem of tail-gating.
Especially, if you Were in rolﬁing country where you had -
hills and that. And with the “two lane highway quite’ often Ty
traffic was being blocked for quite some distance because o
many trucks were under pdwered and climb until they were

down into low gear, and quite often when you came to a hill
of that type, you had to bring your passenger car down’to 5 e
or 10 mile an- hour, and Just keep dragging until you :i;,-“\i
lfinally had a. chance to pass. ' ' .

Of course the fndustry did what. they could to try to train
‘f e e 0
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all thsir'drivers to keep their vehicles 8 certain dlstance ,
apart so that people had a chance to get around. .But that,fﬂfr
wasn't really a real cure for it. That was Just,one:wayrof;j'-i
getting some relief. ‘ | ! - 7
Just a temporary relief., Mr. Buhner, at this point,

hefore we go on, Pardon~me. Could we explaln for" the
1istener what tail-gating 1s, 80 he'll know what we are
talking about? o : L

Buhner', Tail-gating is one truck following another one at

a very, very close distance.

Woods:: So close that no car could-get»in‘betwéén.

Buhner:r 'So; it would be very difficult for an automohile

to pass. And sometimes ‘when you had 1 or 5 of those trucks

in front of you had quite a length to pass. ‘ inﬁ
Eggggzkg You had them blocking the highway. ‘ |

Buhner; . You would‘be blocking'thc;pighway. L -

Woods: - ﬁnother'danger thingfahout;tail-gating ts iflone

of those trucks:héppcned to have nn;emgngency and-havertorrl E
‘throw on the brakes. -‘The one téilﬁgating?hould go right . 75
into,the réarvof'the truck, which'hnipencd mgre than;onco.
fWell, now that we've cleared_uprtailggating.@;Wh& Iét’é'go
Buhner: The long term way to cure tail-gating was to
operste on four lane highways. So, the Andustry through the
American Trucking Associations then started getting various

' 'people together, and I attended some of those very first

3

s
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meetings, and there. we talked about four lane highway?fa; .
That we would have to get into a real road building program.
*And we talked to some af the top people in industry, espec-:f?f

& T

ially, Firestone and Goodyear, and some of the truck manu-i

~

factures. Firestone ‘had been,guite a leader in promoting ;;~f}

9’

‘ these highways, promoting the building.of highways.r I remem-

ber we even hired a rather prominent. I say we,’ the industry

I
/

3

hired e rather prominent highway engineer, who helped a great

FAs

deal in getting this whole program started. B 7
”‘ And shortly after we had had 8 series of these meetings
Goodyear Tire Rubber Gompany developed a film which they
then sent all over the United States showing the need, the
value of double, or four lane highways,_and what this S

country'needed was@the‘four 1ane highways. They went back s.

to.the ‘Autobahn in Germany and ‘how Germany used the Autobahﬂ
so effectively. “And thenr we finally got the War Department_
interested in it and one by one they started getting behind_:

~

this program. Then General Motors saw a very good chance .

to promote this thing. xThey then offered a prise of 25,000,

L

dollars to anyone who would come up with a very complete

scheme of building a four-lane express highway over thé

!‘v
y ®

i United Statee..‘And I don't know how many contestants en- .
tered this but there was 8 tremendous amount of interest in

it “and finally one of—the highway engineers from New York

‘ Citx, his name escapes'me for the minute, but he was then

o awa.rded the 25 ooo dollars .fbr what s, now the 41, ooo m ..
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highway that we have Just about completed.y

Then the next problem was, cause we had'the'promotion EVA?
\going, was how to pay for it. And that is<wherg;it became,
quite'interesting. The gasolige; The‘auto,people, bf'
course were very muchlopposedkto'morevtaxes-on,gasoline;

- They thought that the taxes shouldiberpretty well paid by |
the manufacture of the automobile which went high lots of
times and all that. ¢ And the truck manufacturer, he just
felt the opposite. He felt somebody else ought to pay 1it. .
He was the final man that really finally paid it. In the .
compromise the American Trucking Associations played a ,
very important role, and their compromise that they finally
oIIered them, that's why today you the taxation system for
‘the building of the. 41,000 mile highway system.,

Woods : Well now the 1istener, Mr. Buhner, ‘when hefgoes

down the road and, sees road construction, they always have

a sign up, 'Your tax mOney at work./,_Now/he hnowsnwhy '
that sign is there; however, 1t's—still the=truck operator;
the truck company that pays the brunt of this. He pays )
. the taxes and has a charge- up the rate in order to\get his

money back. ) ':{ o : q,x1;qli“ﬂ* . ét: gi?}

' One of the things we' still haven't discussed«is the publica—
the inter-

tions- of tariff and rates for the industryAaﬁters
state Commerce Commission had given‘authoritystO‘regulate

,the trucking industry. Up’ to that time it had been;"retty

much a hoog-poog. Everybody published his own rates, and

where they did business with a connectlng line'many times




‘Buhner | o , ' . / .
there wasn't even a through rate published. It was Just
a matter of an agreement with the shipper, or something.- ;,'

. But when the regulation came in.it became necessary ¥or . m
the industry to publish tariffs, andtthat became a tre-

mendous Job. ¥ou can hardly imagine'how many rates it. would
take to publish a rate from one point in the United States "'F
.to every other point in United States.r 85 the industry was
pretty well split into regions of sections for the publi-
cation of” rates.

v

First of course, one had to have a classification, which
ﬁescribed the commodity and then more or less g;;e‘it a
rating as to whether 1t was a first class, a second class,
third fourth fifth, and sixth class. There all, each
commodity was classified That also became a tremondous -
“%ask. And there was quite a disagreement in the 1ndustry,
to start with as to who would publish the c1a851fication.
Finally, it was realized that there was only one logical pr- .'
: ganizationrto puhlish the classification1and that wasithe
American fruckingiAssociations because they represented all
':}typeslof’trucks. 'Whether they were household gooﬁs'
carriers, common carniers, contract‘iarriers, tank operators;‘ﬁ
and you name 'em. So that wé finally were able to close .
| that hole, and place the classifications in the hands of
- “the American Trucking Associations. ,
" Then it became the task of publishing all,the rates.- Quite -

- & number of states already had had intrastate published
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rhtes,so»we alrehdy,had,men in ‘the industry thgtiknew'i
considerable about rate making and that. My*own personal
experience dates back primarily to the CFA territory._{r
Central Freight Association territory. ;Which included_
.Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Michigen, and Ohio. At _
that time, I think, as I. recall, three states of this group
were already publishing intrastate tariffs. We all gathered

in Chicago to try to work up an organization that would

publish the interstate rates, both, within the territory and

between various other‘territories. the East, the South;gthevig

Rocky Mountains, and the far West.

This was quite a task to get these verious men in agreement
on whets to be done and who wantsyto do it. Of course
everybody was hoping their own staterwould be the domin-
ating,factor. At the timet I personally was the President'
of the Indiana Motor Rate and Tariff Bureau, whlch was
comparatively -new and I personally didn't know too much 7
about publishing tariffs, but we finally brought the thing |
to a head. “And Mr. Ted Rogers, ‘came in from Washington to
Chairman the overall group meeting, and through that he
appointed what was called 1The Committee of Eleven,! and -

they were: the Committee that finally organized the Central ,

~ Motor Freight Bureau. They selected the men'and all that.

The task of. Qhairman of the Committee fell upon me at the

]

’?were able then to_work out and we selected

time. VBut,
1~-Chéster G: Moore, of Illinois, to become the hea& of that'
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teriff bureau. Chesfer was a'fery cepablepperson, andehéf
had the sbility to whip a lot of irregulars’ into line,
and there werersome.real stfong individuals t6o ihﬂfhie:
crowd. We then devided qﬁite a few of:the Jjobs among
some of the other men from the ofher states. I remembef
the man from Ingianarwasvverywmuch disappointed that he :
didn't get to be the top man, but we gave him, I think,
the third top man. We took the best men'that we felt
were the best men to continue the publication of the
tariff bureaus. And that became a very, very sirOng or-
ganization, and teday 1s‘one of the strongest tariff
bureaus in the country,'primary on aecount_of the Mid-West
being in an area where there was a treﬁendous ameunt of
freight. My experience was ﬁrimarily in rate making was
with the Central Freight Assoeiation territory. Although
-1 was much less active in establishing ihe tariff bureaﬁs»
in the Souéh,'and the tariff bureau, I published.the rates:
between the Central MotorrFreight>Association and the South-
ern Motor Freight Association. A» | 7;‘
Woods: Mr. Buhner, at this point lets give 'em an example
of'how much opposition-there was by,,ae you say,"The
strong powers; that wanted to putriﬁ théir own, If you
don't miﬁdfthis brings us back to our old friend, Jack
Keeshin. I'mrsure you remember, he stepped forwafd'all
at once. Now, correct me if I em wrong.e He stepped fop-

-~ ward, at this time, with, 'The Eleven States Conference, '
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that he had organized, and helgot~Danny ArnStien ano'the
" Wall Street combine that controlled 48 industries. They
put in millions and they were going to make- their own '
rates, and. make the ATA and everyone else bow down to

their rates whether they liked it or not. Do you recall

-

that incident? _— ,>" N
Buhner:‘ Every fella heard of it. Mr., Keeshin, of cou#seA
being a very strong individual he also; -=-= there were |
some others that were inclined to want to publish their

own rates. And, as I recall, Mr. Keeshin, finally mede'
the move to publish his own»rates, but then he found him-
self into real trouble and it didn't take him long to
rescind that action. In the meantime it post him COnsi—_
derable money to publish the rstes?~because thats an
expensive thing.

Woods : I believe it was two million dollars they lost,
~or something, in trying to set up that rate.'

Buhner. Why other, who also- had a desire to publish

their own rates, was that most all the truckloperators

hau become members of theABureau. ‘So with that that -
mean't that they were able to publish their own ratesr
through the bureau 80 they could work in connection with
other truck lines. In other words they were able to have

a through rate'that Was_published. So from Louisville to
Milwaukee, we hsuled the freight to Chicago e.nd turned 1t

over another truck line and they dellivered it in Milwaukee.r




Buhner ' R R S ' 112
But our rate was a through rate that had already been
n_publishedvall the way through But when Mr. Keeshin'

and others have tried it and they were not members of

.the Bureau publication. They had their own rates and they

’ thought then that we would also interchange with them.

'But, we saw that we were getting ourselves into*a lot of

| trouble; if we do that. .50 we didn't’give Jack‘Keeshin,,
-;andlothers like him, any concurrence.VASo. his 1ine,
‘Mr.'Keeshin's line, and others 1like his, 1acked'the through
rates.. They did not have the through rate system. “They )
attempted 1t, but it was rather crude. So, 1t didn't take
very_long for those peOplérto‘realize.that they had betteér
come.in'on the tariff. 7 ( |
Eégggzv ‘Well, for’bonvenience sake theyihad to disband
thelr idea. You had the interlinersysten worked'out'and
they didn't. | |

Buhneri —‘Yeah. ' | : . ,:
Hgggé;i, I believe at this point, Mr. Buhner, fhere might -
be some listener sometime that may be confused with'intra-
state and interstate. What Mr. Buhnerris speaking of here,
or we! re speaking of is intrastate is shipments withln the
state.r'And interstate means cross country. Through the:
different,states., So whenever you heargintrgstate you'll
know,;ihmediately, that that's points within-the state.

And whenever “you - hear interstate that's referred to as- the

— 1ong haul, or cross country. That goes Coast to Coast, if

R )
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you want to.

Buhner:  Well, that just about finishes up the story on

rate making. ,

Woods:  Well, lets just take a little brgak, and- then
discuss .something else. | )

Egggg; Mr, Buhner, drivefitraining is'quite a major thipg
today. There's schdols popped up noﬁ 21l over United States,
and Driver training they've discovered as you've'menldis- '
cévered early, that it has a great bearing on trucking.

You had some of that exberienpe. Would you mind telling

Al

the listeners about your problems with drivers in the early L

days? 7 , ' Ko
Buhner: In the earlier days, when we hired drivers, most

of them were acquaintances'of ours and we had nothing to
gage" a good drive; by.,wSo, tﬁats how we just got .a hoog-
poog of men‘trying,to dri&e trucks and the_cguldn't doiit
efficiently, until we putrin‘a¥?eal'good,safety prdgfam.
Then we had 'a|rather rigid test that any applicant would
have to make before he became eligible to become a dpiver;

During the World War days when man poweriwas quite;;garceg
and we were still.érowing; adding personnel to\ourlc;mpanyf
and also hiring additional drivers. We sometinies  had té’
screen as many as 75 men in order tb find one good driver

out of the group. Later on when'manpoﬁer became a 1ittle

bit more plentiful, we used to have to wééd out about 20.

men out of about'évery 21 applicants. In fact we had a
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rule of Ahumb ‘we would find about one man out of every 25

that we considered to be a capable truck—driver. But*when';'
you take a plece of equipment, even in those days, a piece o
of equipment with a trailer, was a minimum of 25,000 dollars. ‘f
Then 1t depended a great deal upon the cargo that,you were .

| ,carryi’ng. If you were carrying a truck load of whi/____y

;Whlch we moved a lot of here out of the city of Louisville.

We quite often had a cargo going up to 50 OOO dollars. fso,

1t was quite a responsibility on the truck operating company

to see that they had the proper personnel that could handle.
»that piece of equipment. | . .
A number of wrecks in those days with that type of equipment -
and that kind of cargo could easily have wiped out a company.
Egggs. '-It did wipe companies. . - 7
Buhner: And many of them wererwiped out.
Hgggs{-;rJust for open discus sion here, Mr. Buhner, you:é
knew Ben7Spector very well I'm sure. !

Buhner: Sure.

Eggggz Didn't he,---multiple wrecks, at the end, was what
Ben had to 1eave-the company for? I believe»they cancelled',
‘his insurance. He put through this fast relay system to :
the East Coast. Anid he just. Ben, you know, had a belief

that you could Just take anyone and put behind a wheel. And n
he did. And he- found out that it was Just constant wrecks._'
And I'm suré if you ‘paid much attention td his 1life,-o ,:'Vﬁ?ﬁﬁ
" heard such, that it was this very thing that destroyed Ben.;f
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Buhner: m¥3 knew Ben, but I wasn't very familiar with his
operations. : o f-, o e
Woods: Well, in the early days he'd JdSt:gotout.ongthe
street corner, he'd'have a_loaded truck there, and stop l,}'
a;guy and say, ‘'How'ed you like to go to New Yorh?{ Yeah.
‘'This was one of his great downfalls. But, I knon he had a
constant number of wrecks: when he got those Whites and v
'those Freuhaufs and went on that fast relay. Just multiple.
It was unbeiievable. Four a day, and thing like that,

Well, you know, that no insurance company is gonna stand

for that\ So, they" cancelled him out._ Well today, Ed

29they have schools now cropping up all over the country.

And this is a little different than in my day when you got
behind a steering wheel and another guy told you how to

. shift, and you tore up a few gear boxes til you learned.

But I believe donft yon? That this is a good thing that
they're teaching these,---a man long before he goes on the

highway, they teach him how to back a trailer. Spot‘a .

‘trailer in other words. How they’ teach him thé gear box‘%
and, the tachometer. How the truck operates, and - he gets -
lquite a schooling I understand. I'm-to go interviewroneg
of these schools in the next ‘month., I'm‘supposédvtoo. .Bnt
thats quite an advancement, and that too would ‘come under F%
the safety program. _A , ' | 5
‘Buhner: I think one of the things that has done alot .

to up'grade the,truck driver is_the establishmentsof the;s
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Truck Rodeo, which is now being held practically in- almost i- )

/every state association.
Woods: The ATAs encouraged that, didn't they?
Buhtier: It was the ATA who originally developed it I

think, but the credit goes to,Johanaurence, who at that'

time was General Manager. - He worked:out the program on
it, andithe method and it was he that, who really promotear.f
the thing. It's a very interesting thing to the top truck
drivers, and of course that filters on down througn the-

| entire fleet. But if you ever have a chance to go tolone
of.these ennuel championShips, it's very interesting*to
see how ‘proud these boys are. They compete in_that.‘ First'
they haye to win the'state and then they go to the national.
This last year‘we had the National here»in Louisviiie.
And to me it is really a feeling of satisfaction to see
what hes been accomplisnedain the/wey of training drivers
and make them reelize thelir responsibiiities;,'And the'
courage that they have ‘now. The proud. It is not only |
the driver himself is proud of his position, ‘but his family,
back in thercrowd. Normally, his family ie sitting right .
there. | R .

- Woods:  Oh, yeah. Right there in the grendstends.
Buhner: And it;has donerewgreat deal to npgrade the.driver..;'
EQQQ&' Also, Ed, it's done a great deal'to the'truck -
manufacture too, to have his truck in there as one that
they use. For the listeneruwe'd iike to explainha Truckt

Radeo 15'3USt as' the words emphasis'. It's a Rodeo, likg':fﬁi'

[N
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they used to have, and still do-have national cowboys,
where they go out ahd ride_broncé;and.things,gahq\ﬁhat_ 
'they do here in a Truck deééj they bring in the;; drivers:
that's won’their éhampioﬁshipé-in:each staté as an out-
standing driver. Now, they'lllpaﬁe'different conteé%s.‘A

Spotting trailers. Backing trailers within a certain

area, riving within traffic. Maneuvering of their

-eéu pmenf. Mf. Buhner has probably been on boards of
thege Rodeos'more!than I have ever seen them and-he knoWS.
more\about thei; different requirements;that,these,dfivers
>ghow their skill. Lately, they're being ﬁo get
TV recognition. You'll sger;n,advertising. 'They had ydu
“last years Chémp.u.I believe he was fromrLouisville here.
They had him spotting a tanker truck, 'in a very close
quarter. "And. I believe Exxon, or one of the big,gasa.r
compénies used that oh‘TV as an advéitisemént and it drew
‘a great deal of attentiph to the éruckihg~industry; That

~a man could handle one of these trucks.

-

I'know, Just on-this subject, Ed, if youidonft miné;_yod"
‘know, in California they uséd double bottomsslong before -
we were around here. And it used to be quite an interésﬁ-
ing thing to watch. - They'ed élwayS'hévé a driver in g
terminal. The fella that brought in the double bottom

- ‘\ . , - o . - s
Eiiiiﬁg/on'the~road could never handle it right, gnd they -
always had an old spotter around the terminal that he

——would take over that double bottom and instead of breaking

~ . - . =

-
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1t up and then moving the %Mo trailers, he would spot\that
back trailer where he wanted it while it was still hooked

to the other trailer, which was quite a feat. 'We used_tvi

watch these men do this. But properacontrol*and skilI,at'
the wheel has a. The trucking industry is very aware that
this is, === after all we. have to offer is service, and -

)

that's where it come from, ----proper control at the W eel.

Buhner: Yeah, it is almost uncanny to see some .of ese

men operate a big rig. Being able to spot it in ju t as
narrow. A very narrow space with probably two inches. |
clearance on each side, But, they'll do it. And they'll.

do it day in and day out.r It's uncanny, the skill some

of these men have. If you don't think it requires’skill

get in one and try to spot it youreelf. ',

~Eggg§ I know, I went to Spector back right after the

war, and_you know spotting, that is, for the listeners~

view, epotting means putting a trailer 1npwhere you want B
"1t and taking it out. And right after the war I went to
Spector. And spotting had developed you know. It used -

- to be nothing.' In other words it wasn't a field. Everyoner
got his truck up to the dock apﬁe way he:could. «If,hertOre
off two or three doors, why it was alright. But, I went to*
Spector Motor right aften the war and'spotting;had started ';“
out and I wanted to be a epotter. And Irdid\become,a\ o

spotter. And as you say, we got to where‘ye‘could put»'em
in two inches apart. Just parallel them right in there.
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One try. Not even;éave tovpull out., Bﬁtfit takes you <,
months and months é%fconstantay:doing this and knowing
your tractor, knowing‘your trailér%length'hefore’you ;

can do'it.. It's not something thatﬂs 1earned overnight.
It's a- skill. So when you see these men at these ﬁ%deos,
‘as  you know, they,knowrwhatﬁthey re doing Vhenrthey-get
behind. that Pruck. - o

Well, Mr. Buhner, it seems as if though weive‘covered
about every subJect. In summariiing'here'I would like'
:for the listerners to know that in Mr. Edward J. Buhner,‘
they have been listening to one of America's true'truck
ploneers and not only pioneer in one-field but in many
fields. Developing of the ihdustry.fromla]terminal up
to serving on.boards'that made majorrdecisions; such As,,'

s

roads, tariffs, and all that we've'heard.‘ahow, in this.
room hete is a plaque }rom the National Safety Conncil*
Motor Transportation Conference, fHereby confers honorary
life membership to Mr., Edward J. Buhner, on October 26
1964, - For recognition of his years of service of the
‘Councils- Motor Transportation Program, as a’ member of the
Board of Directors from 1951 to [ This plaque is
signed by the President, Pile, the Vice President "and

thé Manager. Now, this is quite an honor. And these '

are'nt given:out'jhst to anyone. You had to_workito'reifrn

3 ® «

ceive those.

The next plaque is ‘a member of the National Safety Couneil
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was given to Mr. Buhner. - 'And then. we. have tpe Kent cky:-
Motor Transport Association, Hall of Honor.‘ 'The X ’ i
‘tucky Motor Transport Association, proudly inscribes the r;ﬁifjéé
. hame ¢ of Mr. Edward J.. Buhner in the member of a Hall of - Mﬂ.u;v
Honor. The Kentucky Industry's highest award in recogni-A .

tion of his devotion and distinquished service to the ' N
Trucking Industry. President of the Annual Convention of‘ L

the Kentucky Motor Transport Association, Inc. .on June 5, .

1970,.' And the Seal there. 7

Buhner: That was the‘first one that was ever granted :
Woods: And here is the ATA, 'American Truck Associations )

) Foundation, Incorporated, presents this tribute of appre-'
ciation of Mr. Edward J. Buhner, Trustee, 1953 to 19601

For service to the Industry through leadership of the : fvf
continuing program to inform the American people to the‘

v1ta1 role of trucks in the posterity,-growth,.defense,

. a.nd well being of the Nation,' T i

And all of these are awards given to a man who earned{them.

As I mentioned they are not just ‘handed - out to’ anyone. . é;
And last but certainly not _least, here - 1s another one. . - :
'Presentation of a plague to Mr.-E,U Buhner, in recogni-
tion for outstanding services as an Honorary Past Presivent.
This. was given by the Indiana Motor Truck . Association in
1968. o 0 o
I go over these awards to bring'to the attentioniof the'
listener as tobthe_outstandmng-leadershipoer. Buhner.

L.
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That they have been listening to?somébne.who; as Mr.

Maurice Tucker, and many others; These men are in authority

to tell you the history of the American Trucking Industry.
In continuing on with Mr, Buhner's interesting and very

historical interview, I'm going to talk about the company

he developed. I can well remember the trailers of Mr.:Buhner's
truck line that #an out of Chicago to the South 1and. “They -
were all aluminum trailers and the company was operating é:‘{
under the name of the 'Silver Fleet,' and on asking Mr.‘;-'i;ni7'
Buhner, I found out the reason it was named 'Silver Fleet
was because most of the trailers were aluminum so they -

said, 'Why paint them, just clean 'em,, and they haqﬁagz,*]'pwn

silver shine to'them, so they were called the Silver Fléé%ﬁ'

Mr., Buhner, is the first man-I have ever interviewed th&t
ran a truck line,.should we say, across therMasonfDixonﬁlri'
" Line. And he met problems in the geep South that‘most;{?' .
truckers never met in the North. For instance, when'the.
days of the tandem traller came in, the 32 footer, I dis-

covered from him that there were some states in the South

that wouldn't allow a tandem, so he couldn't go into that. f:?%

He was the first man to run a 30 foot tréiler into. Chicago, 7

and the Chicagoans used to say, 'What are you doing up

here running these big long box cars into our City9| Butf

of course today they have .the L5 footer rapidly becoming ;,ﬁv;ﬁ

the standard trailer. Mr. Buhner's company at the peak -

b

had approxiametly 15 terminals. As he said a couple.

:_them;
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were small but nevertheless they were terminals. He haé"';

in round numbers practically 600 employees. And I believe

out of‘the'yard equipment anﬁ;pick up trucks and everye{i
thing, I believe you mentioned the other day you had about}7
150 highway units on the road. So,rforla North, South
fleet thlis was a very large trucking company. And I am
glad we had you, Mr, Buhner, because you settled many of
~the problems in the stateé%gf Kentucky, Tennessee, of
Vir&inia that plagued trucking é% this time and you got
those ironed out and out of the way. .
Buhner: _When we first started in the trucking business,
we had ;;feeling that it was a business that would grow.
‘Beéause the economics of trucking were such that it would
attract customers, and the more customers you have the
faster you would grow and the more business you woulé get,

. and that was true. In the earlier we had many handicags
‘to'overcome. A great deal of it being various restrictions’
', put on by various states through which you operated. 'we
had the problems of labor, With unions and all that. We
had meny miles of inferior highways., We;hed some’places
 bridges that were not capable of cerrying,the loads,reven, h
small”loads, and it took many years'to gradually‘imprpve,'
'facilities with which we operated. That included the '

improvement of the equipment improvement of the engines,r

improvement of personnel, improvement of the terminals,

o
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improvement of highways over which we dperated. .

This has been an interesting expé&iénce for @e,'now,thatrr: ;7
I have prhctically completed 40 years ofvbeing‘invthej;i?'

, ihdusfry. I've seen the industry start from a-very small
beginning like we ourselves started, and 1ﬁis g?owﬁ.intdhr
a very very substantial industry. The fact that mény

" knew roads and highﬁays are being built has added a great
deal to the economy of many of the states in this Union.

As an example, in the days when Kentucky had very restrici
tive truck regulations, very few cities and towns in the :
downstate area had any industries. And I remember quite
well when the Governor of Kentucky, Mr. Ea;l Clemens, made
a statement. He said, 'Well, if we'll open up the high-
ways'into this state and eﬁcourage trucking we'lll bring
industries into these smaller towns.l By bringing indus-
tries into the small towns, and by br}hging‘highways into
our smaller cizies,fwe'll be able to’éncourage'}he 5uilding
of a lot of filling Stations, restauréhts, variiuS'othér
service stations, garages, and all that will be built aiohg-
the highways. That will give the local communities more
property to tax and through that taxa?ion they'll ?e able
to 1ift the standard of living of the people within their
communities.' This I have 1iVed to}see. '

Kehtucky now, I refer to Kentucky primafily because I.am:
more familiar,With it.__Maﬁy of the qmallfcommun;ties of

the state now have very fine manufacturing facilities. And
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still more and more are coming. It's hardly a week that

the media doesn't announce the installation of another

manufacturing plant or such back into the smallest'commun; -
ities in our country. Trucking therefore has opened up

the back country of many of the states., Of course by doing
that it has also helped the larger cities. - Witn the popu-
lation trends, which is still growing has’demanded.more'm
trucking and will continue to demand more trucking.

Trucking in my opinion will become more efficient than it \
is today. We can look forward to better highways. Safer
highways. We can look forward’tg,éonsiderable improvement
in equipment. There's still some new type of power machines
being produced that will probably find their way into the
trucking industry. One of the great things within the

last few years, wnich I personally was not able. to experience
except in a small way in the very beginning, is the tremen-
dous improvement in communication. It's now possible for

a large trucking company with thousands of trucks to know
almost instantly where almost every truck is located. It's
very easy now to trace lost shipments. Communications
between terminals is as easy today .as talking to.your next s
door neighbor by telephone. The recordrkeeping. :One,offf

the big costs to trucking was the problem of keeping records.
Many, many thousands of ‘small shipments. Every shipment re-
quired a Bill of Lading, and a record. That now has been

- immensely improved through the. computer system. This in my
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opinion is one of the greatest strides that hae been ma&e“
in the trucking 1ndustry in the 1ast ten years.' This‘ |
time 1t's only the real larger major companies that have
been able to take advantage of it, but as thie method

is improved, and 1t's bound to be, the smaller truck 1ines
will also be taking advantage of the very same thing.

The public, I think, is becoming more aﬁare-of wha; the
trucking ind stry means to the economy of this countryr
Trucking employees a tremendous amount of people. At one
time the rallroads were thought to have meny, many people
on their pay roie, and I think that one time they considered
there were about a million and a half people employeed by
the raillroads. Today the trucking industry has gone way
beyond that. There are now approxiametly ten million
trucks in the United States. ‘ v

The year tnat I helped regulate the industry during the
War, as a Director of all ‘'for hire', trucking there were
Vless than two million trucks‘of'alirtype.'rAnd at thet'time
I don't suppose there were less than a million'ofrthose
vehicles running on the roed. Today I suppose we have in
the neighborhood of 6 or T miilion trucks operating intra
and interstate over the country.' It's been a tremendous;
growth and it will continue to grow.r Statistics prove

that almost every year that the'trucking industry is getting
a larger percentage 3f the overall freight movement. ,And

that will probably continue, cause the trucking industry can
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give service‘thét‘manf?éf”fhe other transportations caﬁit

even come close tijatgﬁihgf"i'ierédnally.foresée:a véfy
stable 1ndus_tr§ ahead ofus o : ' o ‘
fpday quite 5 numbef 6ffour‘better truck lineé'are recog-
nized by, what’youvmight call, 'Wall Stréet.'  They are

able to get financies tbdé& that. they weren't able to touch -
years ago. And with amplé'finances they are able to buy
better equipment, and~build better té;ﬁ{ﬁ;ig,*emplgyeé

better personnei; and do all those things'that moné;\éan;, v
do for you., Thing of théir stocks. Those who got in‘earl&}?%h
who had confidence in the industry quite a number of yéars .

ago have been well repaid for their investments, and that

LY
will probably continue. There will b€ ups and downs on

the market, but trucking is one of the basic industriesrof

the United States todays Agriculfure and—trucking are

probably some of the biggest empioyees that we have in this
country; It's pretty hard to visualiiefwhaf will happeh

30, Movyears from now, but I predict .that trucking will stiilri
b; one of the large industries at that time. -

Woods: Weil, Mr, Buhner, I want to thank you for your

rather thorough interview. “For all the valuéble historical

_ information we have on the American,intérstape Trucking. I - 7
" might inform the listener that Mr. Buhner is 72 years old .

and I bélieve T saidvyesterday he now lives in fetirement'_m

here in Louisville; Kentucky, in one of exclusive neighbor-
¥ 4

hoods. He stili bélieves in trucking, as he revealed to‘mé 
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‘yesterday that he keeps quite a bit of his money 4n invest-'
hed In truck stock and I suppose that would be natural as
he gave his life to the industry he 1is certainly going to
gamble on it for his retirement. - Which is a pretty safe
gamble, I believe., I want to thank you Mr. Buhner and I v
am constantly moving around and I meet many of your oldr i
friends and I'11 certainly tell them hello for you when I
meet them. Incidently, tomorrow‘I'm'to be W1th one of your
close old buddies, Mr. Maurice Tucker, of South Bend, ‘and
I know he's anxious to hear from you; he(%nows I m here
today. And I'm sure all the listeners that ever listens
to this tape: The New York Times, the Microfilming Corpora-
tion of America, Universities, educational institutions,
transportation centers, andrall want to join me in thankingr
you for your interview. | B
Second interview with Mr, Buhner in

- October, 1973 ' :

Buhner: oneref the interesting sidelights that happened

to us and probably some of the other truck operators tog Qi -
e;,

When we first started operating in Knoxvill Tennessee f‘

4

m
Louisville, the roads were’ anything but very moderate an
- it was almost a 12 hour run by truck:to get there:_ And
passenger'car it was almost«argxhour run, So,‘myself,randl
sometimes my brother or some of the otherAemployeesvof thef
company would leave Louisvillerabout,uiob o'clock in the

afternoon and drive as far as Corbin, Kentucky,gwhére:nehrr

L]
“
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would stay overnightvand then' the neXt_morniné got«intoﬁ
-Knoxville. The interesting thing awperson'can say about ,
Corbin- is, that first Corbin was a railroad junction.r And_A
apparently a railroad roundhouse or whatever they have.

They had a lot of railroad employees at- Corbin, Kentucky.

It was what we called, 'a railroad town. At that particular
time there was a gentlemen operating a restaurant in

Corbin, and he specialized in Country Ham.. And almost
everybody up and down that highway stopped in this restaur-
ant to have country ham. A lot of our truck drivers

k; stopped there. Most of us boys that were in the trucking

e
business, we stopped there, end it was one of the choice

L3

" places because the manager,,the owner of the place was
very receptive to'the trucking industry. You might-be in-

terested to even guess who this ‘gentleman: was because ‘he's -

become quite famous in recent years. He's nobody else than ‘
Colonel Sanders of the famedrchickens.

Woods:  Finger licking good chicken. - L
Buhner:  Well, the Colonel I think did quite a bit of his
own coohing back in the kitchen. But,'he was qulte a |
showman. He was inrthose days. And a very joVial‘typefof

a chapraﬁd it was alw a pleasure to stop there and eat :
with him, One of_theaTS%bresting sidelights of it was that .
during tﬁgftime that he was- there the city passed an ordi-

_ nance, being railroad controlled; passed an_ordinance'that:

if a semi-trailer came to the edge of the city we would - = °
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~ have to unload the semi-trailer and put all the merghendise '
in one or two and ma&be three smaller jfaeks;an& haul it;toéefé
the other end Qf,tewn‘ﬁhich wasn't more than a mile, and
then reload it in our semi's and then go on. And the'éaﬁe_g
time the peopié'}n that community, or at leastrthe offieials
of that community were sort of harassing even the automobile
dfi&ers. The peopie that were operating automebiles threugh,,
there. Since most‘gli‘of us were cusfomers of Colonel
Sanders, he became Yery‘perturbed about it. Trying to get

the city fathers to change the law and all that but’ to no
avail. Finally; at his own expense hererected two large

bill boards, one on each end of’theicity, and he sald,
'"Tourists avoid Corbin, Kentucky: Speedliraps and every

thing else.' And those bill boards really had their effect;"
Shortly after he ereetbd those the ciﬁ& fathers wanted him

to take them down, but the ole Colonel was a pretty cagey
old chap, and he had seen to it that where those bill boards
were located thattgibground wes definetly under his con-

trol. Through lease or whate?er. Maybe in some instance

-3

he purchased it. And he refused to take them down. He
said, 'Whenever you eorreet your laws for your f?%trict;ﬁer
" 1laws or the city'ef:Corbin, Kentucky,'I'li take them down. !
Fortunately, the éelonel wen out because it was hurting
the other bﬁsinesses in the town. So theVColdnel beeame
even more friendly toward the trucking industry, and of

course. became more friendly to the highway users of any
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discriptioﬁ; , e 7
'But the interesting thingvabohtr?t was £hat7after we had
the big in thérlegislatureylthere wéié twormen ermrthai |
district who wefe members of the"Railroad Brotherhopdg

and when the revised truck bill was voted in the Kéntucky
législat&;; both of thoée men vbtéd for the paséage of>
the truck law. Of cdurée, this was in opposition to the
railroad barons themselves., | - ‘ -
‘Woods: That's véry good. Ed; in this town of Corbin,
when they stopped you at‘the edgé of town and made you
unload your trailer truck, and they woulggéet yoﬁr‘trailér
go:through the'tewn'gppty to the otﬁer end of %own, and
then theykused,locai cartage trucks tovhaul.%our load
through and put it back on your trailer,‘is,that right?, =
Buhner: | That's the approximate s&ory.,'Yés;, Our trailers

weren't entirely empty‘bu% there were a very, vé@y small
load on the truck. o | | h 7
Woods: Wéll'it might be intefestiﬁg_for listedefs'of the:
future to know that éolonei $andersrof the famous friedr |
chigg;n Syndicate wds-friendly;and,aided»trucking. He also‘
alded quite a bit in the state and highways and fhi@gs;as 7
that he took part in . I understand today he built & church:
somewhere near Louisville for .the people{, . . | )
Buhner: He built a churchin ﬁhéupéighborhood'where'he .
was ‘born which is just about 5 miles East of Henryville,
"”Indiana,‘Which is located about 20 some}miles/North of

¥
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Louisville, Kentucky. He built this church as a memoriéi
to his mother and his father. | |

Hoods: Well 1t's nice to know that we had a famous re-
staurateur that was helpingfas too. 7
Buhner: Another interesting antidote‘goes back to the'l'7
days of legislative fights in the state of Kentucky.with
the other transportation agencles, principally the railf"
roads. Having had my baptism in legislative work in '
Indiana, I thought that possibly most states were very
similar but I soon learned differently. -For‘instance, ingii
the state of Indiana the American Farm Bureau wasrvery
active in favor ofythe trucking industry, but when 1 got

to Kentucky I found out it was just the opposite. The

farm interests and principally.the Farm Bureau were oppOsed

to trucking and had aligned themselves ‘further along with

the railroads in fighting us. 5o, we then tried to figure
~out Jjust what we had to do and I then related to the

| Kentucky boys, that the Farm Vote was a very, very powerful
vote, and if we could get the farm boys to come along with

5

us we would have gained a great deal. I pointed out ‘to

them how affective they were in the state of Indiana. 35037;

‘I suggested the first thing we do was to go into their
publication which was very small at the ‘time and try to
reach to the average farmer a little about our story. 'So;
: engaged an advertising firm and I remember that I person— :“7

ally submitted,one of the items that I thought might intereSt
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,‘the farmers. And they wogied'up tnerad.and in that*WéQé
sald, 'These piggies went to market in Kentucky. Andf

‘these piggiles,’ over here, went to market in Tennessee.

Then we pointed out to 'em how much more it cost to send

the pigs in the adjoining state. Well we had the artist C e
draw up a picture and it appeared in their magazine. ‘
Well, the reaction was really something and very; _very,_
interesting. ‘Many of the farm burean»members were mad.
Really mad, abcut the cartoon. 'Canse Said,A'That's ridi-
culing us beople.' We said, 'No, we're not ridiculing you -
"at all. What we are doing is pointing'out to you a story
that you probably dqnft realize.' So we followed that up
with other pictures and that. So the next eiecutive
committee meeting of the Farm Bureau in the state of

Kentucky we were invited to come in,_and we explained to

them thoroughly why these pictures'inrthe farm bureau ad.
Before the meeting was.over with the Farm Bureau had com-
pletely turned around and they became supporters of our

trucking industry. We had broke the farm interest.\_Sepera-

- ting them from the railroad'interést.' ,
Woods: - Ed,»we|Ve both been lchyists for years,éput the”
listener here 1is not only:getting'the history of American.
Interstate Trucking, they're getting%arlittle'history in
political science. That's very. good. It took those kind
of tricks to persuade legislative bodies. -- Thank ycu. Sy
Buhner: I'still have to laugh at that. An interesting part

v
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in the history oN changing the truck laws in the state of

<

Indiana happened on somewhat on a-sad note. When the Bill
was presented to the House of. Representatives Mr. Doc
Hhodes, who had headed up our legislative fight, was sittiné
up in the balcony waiting for the Bill to be-calledldOWn..‘
And as he:Was sitting there he was seized,' He had a'heart )
seizure, aﬁd he died.' He died right in the legislativer

hall sitting in the balcony. ,

My name is Harry Woeds, Américan truek‘ﬁistorian colleeting-
material for the New York Times Oral History Program and

Microfilming Corporgtion of America. I am once agaln back 4
with my friend, Mr.- Ed Buhner, invLoulsv1lle,rKentucky. Mr. |

Buhner was the second president of the American Trucking

3

-

Associations. ~And we're now going into a little more " dis- -

" cussion on the all important legislative battle in the

state of Indiana in the early 30s. I believe that was 1933
when the battle took place, did it not, Br.'Buhner° ;
‘Buhner: There, or before that. In that general era.‘
Woods: Well, it probably went in the 1931 session it was
introduced and carried over. As this material as we know
will probably stand as a monumental marker for the birth

of Interstate Trucking in United States; legislative and
legally wise. ‘Leading up t0'the ICC Moter Carrier Act;of o
1935. As/mentioned many%times'before Indianafgeographically,, :

was a key state and the railroads had groupedﬁtggether
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around 22 or 23 of their top lobbyists and went into Indiana
to stop interstate haulers from crossing'theistate of-

Indiana. And Mr. Ed Buhner, and ‘Mr. Maurice Tucker, as

. L\" : -
7

earlier mentioned played a great part.ﬁ And Mr, Buhner,i
today is going to try to add a couple of more names omeen;
who worked with himself and Mr. Tucker;~,i A ' ' :
* Buhner: It was Maurice.Tuckér'and Sam Slusser, nyself
and our_chiefvlobbyistﬁor secr;tary was Sam Hadden.
H-A-D-D-E-N, who had workéd a great deal with the Highway
" Commission in the state*bf_lndianaf In fact later on he
became chairman of the Highway CommiSsion. It was us four
“men who lead the fight against the railroads that tried -
to pass the ton mileage tax that would have driven us all

out of business. Made it impossible for us to operate.. B

%
The opposing forces had been able to put the Bill through

~the House of Representative with quite a magority vote,

so we had to putrour_efforts in the Senate,:and as I recall
we had a several week period in which we could,gather our
forces together. ' - o '
There were quite a number of truck operators who we called ,.f g
in, including Merl Denny, who was from New Albany, . Indlana.
- -Several more men who were from South Ben, Indiana. These
men Maur;ce ?ucker knew personally. Then there were quite
~ a few others whose‘namest don't.recall,right off hand. ‘

But when the point came to test our position we found that
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we were six votes to beat the Bill the railroads Had sent . -

over from the House., At that particular time, Ivan Morgah,;?“

=g

-M-o-r-g-a-n, president of the Morgan Packing Comﬁaﬁy:éi ;
Austin, Indiana, who had quite a fleet of trucks that ﬁe J,V}
used to deliver his canned goods all over the middléwest
became somewhat interested in the project. At the time he
was Chairman of the Republican Party in-the State of i;;

Indiana, and he was a man.véry known to me at~that ti

-

We consulted him knowing that he would have an intereét

in voiding'the ton mileage»tax that had beenrprOposed in

the legislature. And the fact that he was a rather'pefébnalv’“

acquaintanég of mine he voluntered to see what he could do.

Several days later he came to us and said that there were7 ;

‘ six-votes, a biock of six votes, that might be convinced t;"
vote our way. 7 ’

.50 we startgd doing our-work and then on a Saturday morﬁing

he'askedvus to be absence, or at least be inrhiding from

the legislature so we wouldn't be seen. And he and his

forces, his contacts, had spread the message that the truck -

.boys were.-not there so as a guise to gét the railroad
lobbyist to leave, and it~workéd. Tﬁe'failroadrlqbbyiét
all went “home. About, at almost 12 o'clock, the ﬁieutenant
Governor, who was a Republican, of the Senate called down
the Bill. By that time we had been told to be there just
about 12 o'clock period, and we opserved,ﬁhatAthere were no
'rail}oad'iobbyist around. ?héré wag also one vote. One

»
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Senator's vote, that we were quite 1eary of at. that time,
and --- but we noticed that he was absent. So when the : ;5?
Bill was finally called.down, 'The Lieutenant Governor R
called it down. When the votes were finally talliéd; we
had won by'one vote to defeat the bill. And the man that
dldn't appear, who probably would have voted against. In
those days we used the term, 'skates... He took the skates.
And apparently that yas‘theﬁvote that saved us. The
group of six votes or better that finglly came our way
were headed up by Senator Gus Slenker, of I believe itts
Winamac, Indiana. He'immediately proceeded to put the
clincher vote on the record at that time which of course
prohibited the opposition from bringing up the Bill once
more., It was a sort of a hair raising deal but the thing
worked very smoothly. And I think a great deal of the
efforts to defeat that at the time was the help that Mr.
Ivan Morgan gave us, - ‘ | |
’ Woods: The students who may be following my tapes 1n the ,
future will know by now that this Indiana battle has been
told by others. I don't know that it has ever been told
more thoroughly, the minute details, than Mr. Buhner has
told it now. You must remember that when Mr. Buhner is .
speaking he himSeif was one of the tip top lobbyists of A?
the trucking industry in America., I would place he and Mr.rs -

gMaurice Tucker as the two outstanding lobbyist of the inter- -
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state trucking industry. Whether you knew it or not'at

the time, Mr, .Buhner. You may wonder why I as a truck
historian repeat‘this legislative battle in the ‘State of
Indiana, which I believe you- gentlemen started ‘this Bill&

“"in the l93l legislature, and I believe it was brought to- 4

a head in the 1933 session. For such a major Bill as this;{ |
at that time to be"'manipulated through as We see ‘nere from.
the skill of theee men. -’7 -

As a former lobbyist myself in the very 1egislature thet

Mr. Buhner is dpeaking of, I know Mr. Slenker very'well.
Incidently, Mr. Buhner, when I last lobbied down there

6 or 7 years ago he was still there, %nd he was the oldeet
legislator in the staterof Indiana.

Buhner: I think he's still there.

Woods: Still there: The skill, the lobbying technic,
should'we say to you students in cellege, political scienee,'
that was used here to manipulate this,Bill through, and you B
must remember, agein;I will repeat, was this not an amalga-
mation of 22 or 23 railroad lobbyist? Was that not true?
About that many? | , : C | i
Bnhner:‘ They had a whole group of them. The numberer
know §fceeded way beyond a dozen. They had a private car
on the railroad track not too far from the legislature |
where they entertained with dinneﬁ% and cocktail parties
and’ all that. They really turned on the force's. Possibly
Oneiof?the things that should be said that was‘containedrin';;i
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this bill why we had to fight it. - And incidently I neve

considered myself a lobbyist., I was a persen in business’ -
trying to get ahead andfwas trying=to'savet;y own_heck.
Woods: That's right. That's whyVI brought out yOu--J;
Buhner: But %his bill contained a ton mileage tax that
costs 5 cents a mile tax for every mile operated on the -
highways in the State of Indiana.
Woods: Now that's per truck? |
Buhner: Per vehicle.
Woods: Per vehicle.
Buhner: Now that was in the 40,000 pound clase. Today
that might not seem like an awful lot of money, but in those '
days right after thg depression 5 cents a‘milerwa% a tremen-
dous amount of mone&. Anqther thing, who'tried to help us
but they were toe late to do much help at all was the Grey-
hound Bus Line. They sent one of their top Vice Presidents i
to enter into this battle and the mlleage tax alsdyi;plied
to the Bus Lines. The Bus Llnes at that time, or the
gentleman from Greyhound at that time told us the taxee at
that time would have run up between two and three hundred
thousand dollars & year for them, whicbgjpey said ‘made it
almost impossible for them to run buses through the state.
And of course he was highly elated after we had wpn; andA
after that some of the boys including%quite a few of\thei
really put on a celebration,

"~ . Woods: Now to go in a little further so that a student or
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a listener might know, Mr. Buhnerf*&our very_close friehﬂ;
Mr. Tucker, and I when we touched upon this subject he ~
said that at that time with his headquarters:ih South Bend
«ruﬁning into Chicago, he said that'fﬁe\tOn mile tax they
figured that in so many years tﬁey could build thei?'own V
road from South BendAto Chicego, a distance I think of 81
miles to the»bofder.r And come out with their own road~at»
the time. At that day I don't know I think it was 6ood~
dollars a half a mile or a mile for a one lane highway.
Sald they could haverbuilt their own road and they knew
that if this passed they were ail out of business. And
that brought me to the question I Qas going to ask you,
should you men have failed and the railfoad. Once more in
bringingéup for_students as to why We were in the state,
this battle took place in the state of Indiana was because
of it's strategic geographicrlocation to the interstate;
especially, long-haulers, 1eaving Towa to go to the east
coast market. Atlantic Seaboard, Providence, Gloucestef,
Boston, you name it, New Bfitian, New Haven? New York Cify,
and on down into Baltimore for that'matﬁer,énd Washington, -
D.C. They would have to go through Indiana. Now, Mr..
'Buhner, when I spoke td_an early American trucker that you
knowrvery well, Mr. Pop Brady, John J. Brady, Sr. of Fort -
Dodge, Iowa, recéntly we discussed this-aﬁd he along with
us wildcatters'méntioned that wé were looking for boat

- passage out of Chicago probably over to Buffalp, New_Yotkr
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Buhner: You want to include Vlrginia.
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because we felt you might lose this battie'ehd'We coﬁldﬁftd
go through Indiana therefore we could.by pass Indiana, Ohio,
and Pennsylvania by taking a barge type boat out of Chioago
and docking in Michigan and crossing into Buffalo and taking
the water level route down to Albany and on into the East.
Coast. And for the student onoelmore to show how important
this was; this strategic geographio center, Inoiana, as’

Mr., Buhner will agree, is one of the smallest states.

Right. |

Buhner: Yes, that's right.

Woods: Among these states in area, it's a small state.

~Yet, if the railroads could center in and stop the trucks

from crossing that state to go to the East Coast they
already had gone into the legislathres of Kentucky and
Tennessee and they had everything very much in their favor

there. If not a bill to stop, at 1east laws to harasss

Woods: And Virginia. And so there they could‘h
trucks from going into the East Coast. They would have to’
go down and go through the Southern states which would haveh'
been economical - Just‘e loss. You couldn't do it. A
matter of fact the 1istener must remember that at this time 7
even overloading we Jjust barely made out going di;ect through '
Indiana. . Had Mr.'Buhnerg Mr.'Tucker, and the men he mention-
ed along with the famous legislatory Slenker, and they lost

this, I don't believe 1t would have destroyed trucking. It
} R
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war inevitable and the war was coming up Mr, Buhnér'in_:
time priority by the goVernment would have taken over but

1t would have certainly impeded~trucking;for several yégrsf

Would it not? g | - R
Buhner: No doubt about it. You'see, Indiena was @ =--

well you mentioned'it casually bﬁt Indiana was also a .
very important state from the standpoint of the Northamd
South traffic. From Chicago and Detroit and all those
cities, cause & lot of that traffic out of Chicago came

by way of Louisville, came by way of EvanSvillé and byv
way of Cincinnati to get into the Southern‘States*and{even
into the statestof'WeBt Girginia and all those. They were
all blocked. Indiaha, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia
were the keys to the railroads baftle. Either by restrict-
ing the industfy of weight lays or taxing thém beyond.

Woods: Ton mile tax.

Buhner: Tax them enywhere. Any type of a tax that would

break them. 7
Woods: They even threw in_thé length laws there too.

Buhner: Oh, yeah.

Woods:  Now this brings us:tb ahotﬁef ma jor point in
trucking that Mr, Buhner is very well vefsed'on aﬁd that

is how at a later date, at a time fhey arfived at we'll"

say a gross M0,000—pouﬁdrwgight; a tracﬁor and'trailer’unit."
One thing yo&;muét‘remember the railroads were Qery smart

men, were they not Mr. Buhner?

o
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Buhner: On, yes. They knew all the'tricks.

Woods: Yeah they had had experience in 1obbying and
controlling 1egislation since back in the days of Drew,h'
Fisk, and Gould with the Erie and Commodore Vanderbilt

of the New_York'Central. They .have used all kinds of tricks_ﬁ
of not only watering stocks but of contreliing legisletures
to their advantage and they appliedrit ali here and it iﬁ
quite an honer to these men'from'the middlewest, the small‘
VtruCkers, to rise up and defeat these men. But they were
very smart because'at this time inl1931 the trucking in- |
dustry Mr. Buhner, was not yet hauling two pef'cent of the
freight in America.. In 1931 if my records are right they
were. hauling one and about eight tenth per cent, almost

two per cent. In 1933 when you defeated this bill we were
two point plus, and yet at that time, at that dey; they
realized and knew that this'pefcentage would grow enough
and mayrdestroy them in the future.r And they were smarta
enough way back then to put the'clamps on tfucking if they
could. ‘ | -
Now thisibrings us to the_VeryimportantsubJect that-I:”
started to speak of, we'll'aek Mr. Bﬁhner:to*tell us about |
ity “the ten twenty tire and the MO 000 pound gross weight
as how you rose us who drove in those days with a truck o
. from 16 and 18 and 20,000 pound gross weight to 40,000 peunds.r
Would you please how at the Committee you gentlemen figured
out the ten twenty tire at so much weight and how you |

figured out the weight law which was in direct violation of




the state laws that were already in affect? } :
Buhner: During the war period. Early parts of the war
period, 19&2 I was asked to come to Washington and be-

come a member and take a position with the Office of

Defense Transportation. (oDT) Then I'ma Fasked to be-
come Section Chief for Hire'Cerriers. 5 'f;in our

work one of the problems we had~to tach s _fhe'cege-'
city of a truck. How you wouldrdescri ‘.“é Cepacity ij

a truck. We had to‘have that because in our regulations
‘we always had to refer to the capacity of a trnck because
we wanted trucks to carry their maximum capacity that they,
could beceuse we- were in a war and we were trying to con-
serve .all the fac1lities. We had to conserve rubber, which
was very critical.. Of course we had to conserve parts and
also gasoline and all those. Those were all critical.

So we wanted to get'the maximum use ou' of a truck so we
tried to describe the capacity of a truck. In those dsa

the power unit was prin01pa11y referred to as a ton and al
half, or two ton, two and & half and I think about five
ton was probably the maximum capacity of the power vehicle'
" in those days. ' ‘ | ' | |

- Woods:  May we 1nterrupt at this moment Mr. Ed to 1et the
student know, the 11stener, as to how confusing this was

to the average layman. Here you saw a tractor there, or a .

power unit, of a semi=-truck, and they'ed say, 'Oh, that's ,i’ B




Buhner o ' 7 i- o i _ ' “14uw,
a two and a half ton truck.' My God it looked iiké‘é
locomotive to most people. And thén‘you'd say, "Well |
that"s a five ton truck.' 'That's'aétWOrth truck.'

And that was very confusing,Awas it not? o 7

Buhner: Yes, I think originélly, before the semi—trailer
came into pldy, there were some sense to that sort ofla :
designation to a truck because it more or less referred to -
the amount that you'éarry on it's own back. But when yOu

got to pulling a trailer it was entirely different S}tua-

tion. $So that was unécceptable for our purposes. During

the various conferences that we hadrwe had agreed upon "
evgrything eise except the capécity'of é truck. As I

recall, I was the one that suggested that we go to.thé‘ :f
carrying capacity of a truck being'limited by the sizé‘

tires that it would have on, because tires at that time

were very very critical and we did not_waﬁf the.truck,opera-'
tors to overload théir tires becauserthat heant trouble. Ih
the first pléce it was illegal in a number of states. So

we then hit upon the idea that we would designate the'chﬁaF
ciiy of a truck by its tire carrying capacity.f ThatAmeahtu

a ,truck with small tires on, at that_time'; I think they

were 32 by 6s, and on up to ten hundreds, or eleven hundréds, -
even up ‘to 24 inch tires, and 22 inch tires. But the standard
tire at that time for vehic%és that operéted éith tfailers;:
was about a teﬁrhundrea by twehty tire which és I recall had .

a carrying capacity of foriy five‘hundred pounds per tire.'\
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So when you took a trailer with four tires, and'thé powér'
VPhiclﬂ with four tires on the pulling axle and then two
tires on the front axle of the truck, you had ten tires.
Ten tires times forty five hundred pounds gave you forty -
five thousand pounds as toe actual carrying capacity. ©So
the powers to be then in the Office of Defense,Transporta-
tion accepted that suggestion'aﬁd_they 1ssued a Federal
Register and it actually became 1aw. rAt that‘pqrticular_
time of course that was more than states of Kéntucky'hnd
Virgiﬁio,_and Tennessee, and haybo Texas and severol other

states allowed in carrying capacity in those, states per-

>mitted legally. But'most of the othér states4in:the ooﬁntry;

in the U.S. were all within this., Were all legal under

‘that sort of a situation.

Woods:  Would you like to tell of the Commissioner. What
he said about it when you told him it was over most of these

states that we had in mind?

-Buhner: We came down to him ‘and werinformed him of it

and that was the problem.

Woods:  Commissioner Rodgers.

Buhner: And I remember the Intefstate Commerce Gommiééioner;:-

John L. Rodgers, said, 'Well, why don't we issue the order
and just see what ﬁappens? Maybo'weﬁoan clear up some of
these things.! So the order. ﬁa5<issued' but oefore it was -
issued in that exact form the U.S. Bureau of Roads, asked

us to put a maximum of forty thousand pounds for those states, g

+
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which worked pretty well within the formula because“the'f_
. front axje having a carryink capacity of nine thousandfzr
- pounds by two tires on there couldn't carry the nine

So, of course, things really broke loose for a day\or two.

thousand pounds anyhowJ?b we went along with that zituition. Vi«i
Telephone, calls and eVerything else. But the Chairman .of

the Comm1ssion said, 'Well, Just ride 1t out.' And conse-
quently what happened, the states that were below that .
formula finally recognized it -and that was the. first time - ;
that we actually broke the weight lawg in the state of
Kentucky and Tennessee and'possible-in enother etate.ofASO5

and that was the bé%inning of it. And of couree later on,.

then having opereting under that Federal law then for a- |
number of years why then it wasn't too much of a task.

Woods: You set a'precedent.

Buhﬁer. Because we had set a precedent. But previous

.
~

to that time the fact that I was from Kentucky and had my
residence and had been operating my company in Kentucky

we had been able to break the 18,000 pound law and finally

had workeé out a program with the Governor of Kentucky to At f
step it up to 30 000 pounds, and then later té6 32, 000 | |
pounds. And that's how we gradually broke through that j;
thing. Then of course when the Office of Defense Transpor-” i
tation when that law was then pulled off \the books- why we

had to go back to those old weight laws :é&in, but that's

~ when we did our battle in the Kentucky 1egislature, and we
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were'then ah]elto in the Kentuckylhggis;ature to get upf;
to the ODT standard. 4 |
Woods:  Now, to introduce another'pointiin-the histor&

of American inf%rstate truoking, the Diesel;Engine. Mr}
Buhner had been the founder of the. Silver Fleet Truck A
Line running from Chicago South to Louisville. How- far-
South did you serve, Mr. Buhner° 7
Buhner: We operated as far South as Birmingham, Alabama,r
Chattanooga,_Tennessee, and at one'time to Charlotte, North
Carolona. | |

Woods: And as with Mr., Pop, Jonn - Brady, and many others
the ~diesel engine made its appearance along about 1931, 32
it started coming on the road, did it not?
Buhner: Yes. | - ,
"Woods: And of course, like the Wankle Engine of today-
probably, 1t was looked upon witﬁimnch dodbt; I can well
remember the stories; well,.it would blow up, it'1ll runjaway,lv
the engine will run away. What they meén‘t bygfhat, 1t B
wouldn't hop out of the tractor and run down the road.r»It
meant that 1t would get reversed and be ‘sucking air and
compressing air and would go so fast that 1t would blow up i .;
and kill everyone. The driver and~everything.' I suppose youlﬁ
heard those stories in those days. | | '
Buhner: Yeah, And some of those were scare stories.

Woods : Yeah., And they were’ very similar to the automobile

&

industry denouncing the steam engine by saying it blew up
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and killed everyone. But anyway I would 1ike to ask you
ithe importance, and what you thought of it and whether
you motorized with it and some of the things that were
the advantages of the diesel engine to the interstate
trucking industry that you experienced. 7

Buhner: Well, I suppose our company was‘probably the-’
first company operating from. Louisville,into Chicago that

used some diesel engines; I an'talking now of the regular

o .

common carrier operation. ‘ _
Woods: - About what year did ‘you dieselize yOurfequipmentz.f
Buhner: Mist have been around about 1934. Around there

sometime. The fact that:I was born and raised within 20

‘ miles of where the Cummins Diesel was made and the fact we

knew Mr, Jessie Cummins. I think his first name ‘was Jessie.
We knew him;, Naturally, we had an interest in seeing if we -
couldn't develope or. couldn't.use the diesel. wé were in}?r’f
terested in the power that ‘it had. Of course'we at'times ;
had to fight pretty heavy ‘snows going into and out of
Chicago.° In those days the roads weren't all paved between

Louisville and Chicago. Still quite a few old gravel roads

and in those days they didn't clear the roads you Just had

to plow through 'em. And for a number of years, for several

.

years then those big diesels were able to go through and

' many times the Greyhound Bus would follow through on some

of those roads when our_diesel trucksrwould open-them up.

" We put diesel trucks into. the ordinary truck thassis offthe

i
L

iy

&
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time, but we found out that that.wes quite UnsatiSfactofiiﬁf
beoauseithe:engine'had'too much power for the othet,eoﬁpoé‘ii
nents of the tfuck. _The transmiésion couidébe torn out

and we alwaye’had trouble. Then the original diesel was

a four cylinder, and we had pne four cylinder and one of

the big six cylinders.f The four cylinder engine pretty

-well shook the truck apart. There was tremendous vi?fation

~

in that. But there were some.adwantqge% that we had. %That

the dieselsNhad. And some quite a few disadvantages. But

we then finally concluded tht we wouldn't put anymore’
diesels in our gesoline type ffucks, unpil it was a complete
unit engineered for a diesel engine. But there wae one
interesting&thing'that.heppened duringithisrperiodhthatp
shows you jﬁst whatrﬁou could-do with a diesel engine;and
that was during the'big flood of 1937, in Louisville.

We at that time had the one six Cylinder diesel and one

four cylinder diesel in operation. 1Inlfact‘that’these
diesles had practically no electrical equipment on them,

that 1s_spark plugs and those things,p The fact that the
N , , =

- _exhaust stack was up in the air,insteedﬁof underneath’fhe

" truck, these diesel trueks were able to go through water‘

much deeper than almost any kind of vehicie that could be

had at that timeir And these wo diesel trucks played a

very importantipqrt rescuin" people in the 1937 flood." The,

1937 flood was ten feet deeper. I suppose I can say deeper_

~ .—than any previous flood theicity“hadzever had.  And of
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course 10 feet above the worst flcod:: stage that we had
ever had why would be quite a depth., In fact,aimoat all

of Louisville was unindated, except Just here or theré_

an island or so. But in the rescue work we at that time
had one 30 foot semi trailer and another 6ne'i think was
‘around a 28 foot trailer that were being pulléd_by these
diesels. The closest estimﬁte that any of us could make
on the thing Qas that we probébly reséued at least 2000:
people and brought them into safe living quarters during
this flood. Our drivers at many times were,driving with
their feet hanging in water in fhe cab so they could

still ﬁork the brakesvand that,vbut the engine was still
rﬁnning.g The engine could run. So they were gétfing into
places that you just cdﬁldn't getranywhére except with
boats. But boats could only. Smail boats could only
handlé Just a very few people; I was;tbld that one of the
trucks to the YWCA, that when our trailer backed up there
that they took out almost everybody‘out of the building,
and that exceeded soméwhere around a hundred peoplerthat
we hauled at one time. ‘ _, d | : e
But when the store was all settled a.r;c‘i’:-everything else it
was debermined that two babies we{eborn'qnthesevtrucks
in their rescué’work and ‘two people died on our trucks
trvhile% they were being rescued.’ In fact -the story is and
1t ié coliaborated'by newspaper ar#icles;that the two

babies were born to a mother ahd she Was sort of way in the

-



Buhner

front end of the truck. She hadn't come,out of'the truck. .
Everybedy else had left the truckr She didn}t come out.

S50 the men went in to get her andrwheh tﬁey Went'ig to :
get her they discovered that she had éivéh biftp to twins.

Woods: Isn't that something? o

Buhner: It's right in ﬁere.

Woods: It's in that article. We should probably read =
that article at the close and have it’in the tape, Peop1e 
Just can't reélize today jﬁst how deep fhis water cén get. A
I was often amazed when Jack Brickhouse, the baseball |
announcer for the Chicago C@%f, invariably Whénrhe.came
down to Pittsburgh to announce a game he would ask the
cameramen to show on the TV screen a high water mark that
they had put at the ball park ﬁhich was 22 feet above the
playing field, the ball diamond.' And'hesaid this was hbw
high the water was at this ball park. Twenty two feet
deep. | L

Buhner: The fact that we coulé'opérafé,duringAit, ﬁe'
happen to be in one of the real high épots‘in the,city'of>’r
Louisville, - quhad an isLaﬁé/where our frd9k¥terminal

was located and it was used as onevof,thé real rescue S§ots‘
in this city of Louisville. A ‘éf N ,7;

Woods: I can remember coming dowq,ihfough here.afterrit’

was over, Of course you know we always ran the Northern'

Route. We heard about this. I remember I made a trip’South_i»r

one time, Not with a truck, but telephone poles that stood
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pretty high above our head had been covered oompIEtely.'}
They didn't even protude out, they were Just covered |
underneath the water, the top of the pole. And it's un-,
believable. Yet, what always got me'Mr;rBuhner, I'11
never forget this fella telling us about it; he said right
after it was all aover the people went right out on the
farest,point and built a house'again. When they had a
hard time saving them they went right out there and built
a house., Well, I suppose they went by the safety of what
had happened once in my lifetime wiil never happen again.
Well, this definitelyrproved'the diesei engine. Now as -
.for the power of the diesel compared to.the‘combustion in
horse power, 1n service ability, we already got that where
igrmupld run through snow and water and things. Then the
weight laws were in jeopardy again, were they not, because
"now we had a power unit that could handle much heavier
weight. And with advent of the Westinghouse’Air Brakes,
~came on the trucks about this time, did they not and then
we were ready again to shove up that weight law.
Buhner: One of the advantages that the diesel had it had '
almost as Tuch power at a slow speed as it had at a fast
speed., So, when you ‘were climbing a grade and that way the
- vehicle had the ability to maintain its speed going up
- which was a greatrhelp to/the other tourists who were on
the highways. Whereas, ‘with the old gasoline engine when
it got up to a pretty good sized grade they had to pull down
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into low gedr and of courge that would make a lot of peeplem_,
rather unhappy on these siﬁgle‘lanerﬁighWays}of»those deys;
Woods:! That's right. Jacob's Ladder and Lebenon.Mountein
and some of these sﬁeep hills in the East, Mr. Buhner,l
especially on a Sunday, I'd be going East trying togget into_ :
ﬁ;w York or Boston by Monday morning.: And pulling these

long grades on a Sunday was terrible, I éot 50 slow thht

you can .believe this, probably the listener of today wouldn t,
I used to get out a walk along the side of the truck because
the cab was so hot from the motor. And I'd have it Tocked |
in double low gear and I'd walk'elong it, and I could walk
faster than the truck, y;u kriow, Now, you caﬂ imagine the
people. The Sunéay touris%s that backed up behind us for
blocks and blocks,‘and we'd~evef so’ofﬁen have to pull off
and let.them go by and they'ed.wave and toot their horns ‘
and thank you, and then you'd ge on. 7

I notice’ another important item here;_ Mr.rBuhner, has given
me to look at & Silver Fleet Motor Express, Loﬁisville;
Chicago, Loulsville, Knoxville, operatingrovernight ser;ice
between those towns. Modern refrigerated semi-trailer
equipment. I would 1lke for you to,tell about thie traller.
Refrigerated trailer. When you introduced it.v'When you 7
went into refrigeration, and I would also at this point Just-
like for the listener to hear this. I spoke to Mr. Paul
Beck of Sioux City, Iowa, and they built their own refrigef- e
“ated erailers;er. Buhner, back in the early twenties and I .
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was interested when he told me that he went up into Dakota {{",
and got, 'upland grass.' And I said, 'What's upland grass?'
'Well', he said, 'It was a grass that grew on the prairie' .
up there and we called it upland'grass hut it had a g ;ﬂ
characteristic of insulation. - It had anrability about it o
to insulate and it was a finer érass,and'you could pack

it heavier,' And he said, 'We bullt our own trailers‘and
we used four by fours and we put masonite on each side ‘
which allowed four -inches in between and-we . packed that
with upland grass. Then when we put ice in the trailer 1t
held good.' Now on the East Coast. ,Say up in Boston, the b'i
Gloucester district and thatufish country, they put sawdust‘%
in between the walls of their trailers and watered it, andl

' this kept it'insulated. Now this trailer We‘have here in
this picture you hauled refrigerated products, -can you tell
me what was the insulation of that?

Buhner: That I am not sure of except that I do know it was
a commercial insulation.

Woods: Probably sopething they used in homestlike. You .
did mention you hauled meat out of here to thcago;"Wasn't A
that quite unusual? For Chicago, at the time we are Speake
ing of, was the great meatrcenterrof the world. of courSe"
today it's moved on to Omaha and Western;'but how about.
that? « -

Buhner: We~thouéhtrit was unusual too. But we were in

— business to haul, so we just.hauled. And that didn't last
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very long. Probably a half a year of 552 Bﬁt’this vehicie‘
that you see here, the man beside it was the first employee,{if
of our company. And after this vehicle had been run a L
half a year or so the driver, not this man but one of the
other drivers, fell asleep just South of Chicago at nea;.
Schneider (Indiana) and went off the side of the road and
started a fire and burned, This happened during the night .
around about midnight and I remember the incident quite
well because I got a telephone call, I got out of bed andr
decided .to drive to the place and see Juet what it was ali
about. My wife went along and we got there about daybreak,
or shortly after daybreak. By that time practically all

- the meat had been carried away because it was roast beef.
A1l the neighbors and whoeyer'helpeo themselves to roast
beef, |

Woods: Yeah, 1t was already cooked.

Buhner: So, by the time we got there we didn't salvage
one piece of roast beef.A Then the vehicle,was taken into
Chicago for repairs. The Mack Truck.. Forehiétory again,
the manager. of Mack Truck in éhicago'at that.time was Mr.
Black, who later became president of the White Motor Truck
Company. i -

Woods: That is an oddity. As we heve mentioned, Mr., B
Buhner, was the second presiaentvof'the ATAS, ahd‘he'serﬁed.q,;
from October'ﬂ? to Qctobef 48, And then he moved on, as |

the. policy is, to Chairman of the Board, and technically he
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ﬁas the.firstiofficially elected Chairmanfotptbe Board,f
as Mr. Ted V. Rogers, was the honorary Chairman,of the
Board. A v
Buhner: For life.

Woods: _ For lif. And as we' ve noticed in_ his story to

ght'say ifﬂthere was &a political platform

this point one

to any of these men, the policy of Mr. Buhner, was that of
safety. " You dedicated your year t0-finding safety measures
in the trucking industry. And this has been brought out

to a certain degree in the safety of the‘ten twenty tire.:
Didn't want to overload it, and yet'he wanted to_raise the
welights of trucks so they fligured out flour thousand fiver
hundred pounds per tire, which was safe for a ten twenty.
So we might sum it up,to say that he wasvdedicated to the
safety of the industry. _ | »
Buhner: ~Our company had had. 1t's problems in the growing

period, and one. of the real problems that we had was to

. get proper insurance coverage, both for cargo and for our

own equipment, and also for public liability and that.

We found that the real problem that we had was getting

back to the driver. To have an é¢fficient and safe driver

on our truck. So my brother and I, we hired a safety director

in our fleet at that time and through his knowledge he Was

able to contact the Pennsylvania State College, who at that

time were doing quiteia bit of work on safety. Anhd that's

where we first learned how to cope with safety. And in a
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very short period we were winning various?safety‘awardsf'

In fact the three previous years before I became president

~we had retired the Trailmobile Safety Award which was the
‘first one given by the American Trucking Association, and

by winning it three years 1n a row we retired that safety

and 1t's in our possession,“that‘safety award. Naturally,

quite a few other pgople wereinterested'in how we had
accomplished that and so we uere'called upon by quite'a

number of places by various people to tell 'em how we had s
done it and what we had done. Bo that was about-thebtime R
I was nominated to become president of the ATA, At that

time we had quite a problem with the public because there

was quite a few wrecks and that on the highway. A lot more
accidents than there_should have been. AAnd I decided that
probably one:of the things thatrI should delve'into would

| be safety, so Ismade-it!my principal campaign to get on the'ii
safety trail: G | - f ) )
And 1 also worked w1th the Pennsylvania State College, and -

‘various other colleges who were beginning to put in courses

on the selection of drivers and training dnivers. I made

quite a number of appearances before some of these univer-:”
sities and before groups of truck operators and advised =
them how to go about and what to do and advised most of
them to get themselves a safety director. And then not

just put the safety director to work, but to work with the .

safety director. And say that safety would have to start
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with the top and go all the way down through the qrgaﬁiga-,. L
tion and then make a follow up. Follow up'even’every" E
minor accident'mlnmke everybody realize thaﬁjthe‘top » -
management had to be in safety ahd let most bf'the detailr~':'
work be done by a safety directqr but get Behind him,

At that particulaf time;ip fhe area that I was acq;;iﬁted
with which was pretty much the middiqewest and middlesbuth
there were very, very few-safety directors ih the buSinéSs,
very few.. Today I don't think there 1s a truck line of

any size at all that doesn't have a safety director. And
they're regarded as'one of the key men in every organi-
zation today. : - )

The well known rodeo. Truck Rodeo, as it is called, was
developed jguring th}s period ana thg father of that was

John Laurerce, éf the ATA who at that time ﬁas General
Manager of the ATA. He developed the system and throﬁgh

ATA they promoted the Rddeo, which now gsreyen recoghized
even by, -- I noticed just reéeﬁtly that Standard 0il of

New Jersey even had it on'TY;' I did some work aloﬁg'with
that. Attended quité a number of thoée'Rodqos°and.ﬁave‘,"
since then have‘%iven a lot of rewardS‘td édme of theséu.

men that hgve woh;;hese rodeos. In fact our own cdmpany,

although we ngméf won a National Rodeo, of finiShedlin any -
of them, but we usualiy_had contestants in them, éhd'é 
number Qf times won theistate awards. “Actually, safety was

very'interesting to me. iverybodyttalked about it but there
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were not too mény pebple.that'did anything'about 1£.

And actual]y to do real safety work it's work. A'iot;

- of,effort has to be brought into and a great deal of safety
18 1 the man that drives the vehicle: If you got a safe
driver your work of safety is lessened a greaf deﬁlt the
incident I remember,-1s that we had one driver who ever

50 often was coming in and he had side swiped his vehicle-
and we were wondering what caused 1t. ©So one day.I Juét
happened to be trailing him down the highway and T found
out he was running at the edge of the highway. So, this
was 1n -our éarlier stages of beginning to do'safety,xgrk;'q
‘ So we got fhe man. Got him én overrand started testing :
his eyes to see. He was always ﬁaving excuseS'ané this:

| and that happened; But 332; we tested his eyes we found
that he‘had no side vision, to speak of at all. And that,.
was the reason he was an unsafe driver. He was a goodr
driver, but he was an unsafe driver. That was Just one of
thé things we developed in safety; and as the universities
helped us in the systems to set up various targets thét a
man had to comply with, that we wef; able to work out an
practically always had safe driveré."Today, praégically

. every lhrge company, or'evefy medium size cdmpany?now got
safety directdrs\and thelr drivers ail usually,paés very
ridgid tests to -make them safe drivers and be-Qualifiéd.r
There are a lot of men whorwouid nevef'?e qualified to -

drive a truck. Their make uﬁ}f Their pp&sical meke up 1is
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probably alright, but their mental make up is not what it
should be, I think I- have stated. before already that
during the war time when mest‘of the'man powerrwas,fighting
the war, to get safe drivers was really aftaskﬂin thoee ‘
days. But we would rather have'a‘safe ariver running'our
trucks. -We preferred that to not running a truck at all. i
Of course materials were scarce and everything else was Y
scarce. So, I always felt, personally feit, that ourrl
conpany contributed 8. great deal togerd the safety:moVe;
ment in the trucking industry} And having done all_that
work I was the first man to be eleeted‘a member of the
National Safety Council, and I served on that Council for
13 years, as I recall, and hecame a Vice President of the
National Safety Council. And euring that 13 years I saw
the_safety movement in the trucking industry just grow by
leape and bounds. And when I first became a member .of the
Natienal Safety Council I'was the only truckman 1n the |
Council, and practically nonerof the other men who were
directors at that time knew any thing about,trudking.'

" Fortunately, I had a very reasoneble,man to-work with who
was with the railroad industry, and he was sbmenhat help-"
ful. Then we had the problem of 4-#(The time I got inj’
let's put it that way. The time I got into the work of the
National Safety Council their work was being under the
Chairman of the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads,rand'of course

a lot'of our truck operators were at oddsrwith.some of thel
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things the National Safety Council was doing. And I remem~g3 o

ber very well and I recognized it too that I was getting

+ into a group of men that you Just couldn't push around.
You had to sell yoﬁr product. And‘I=remember one timer'f
that there was quite a revolt among the truck operators' |
about some of the problems the National Safety Council was
involved in. And so I was asked to come before a *Cormnittee. L
of the National Safety Council and defend myselfrand the .
industry in there, and I remenber remerking that the,- _ -
"Well, the U.S, Bureau of:Roade_are‘both the cop and the
prosecutor at the same time,' And oneé of the mcst influen-
cial men in the National Safety Council who at thatrtime

was pretty'well cppesed to the trucking industry, or didn't
think much of the truckingrindustry, and I remembex quite

well he eat there and looked quitetawhile. "And I had con- '
sidered him as being one of gPe men very, very hard to

convince and finally he 'said, 'Never thought of that .- If
that's the case then I can see where it's a case of us

changing the whole thing over.~ And from that day on the'

trucking inQustry had its s&y so in'{:‘iNational Safety )

Council. And mow today the ‘second la?eesr;segment,of the
; ‘dustry; It comes*t”

ey 2

National Safety Council is the truc
' next to the Industrial but the Industrial Division is all

types of manufacturing of all time; but the trucking in-r{,?r :"
dustry is now and has been in recent years the largest S

contributor to the National Safety Council in its work..'
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Woods: - That's very interesting to know that you Were the |
first on that committee. I would like to ask you -

Buhner:‘ This is 8 ==-. , ~,'.' o

Woods: Maybe we can take- a look at this. This is a -
~:presentation of the National Safety Council Life Membership
make by Mr, Mark Brogeson to E.J. Buhner at ATAs Annual

" Board of Director's Meeting, Waldorfth Astoria Hotel, New
York City, New York October the 28th 1965, It reads as
follows: 'All of us of course recognize Mr. Ed Buhper as -
an outstanding leader of' our:industry.'ﬁThosevof you have
worked in the field of‘safetyAknowkthat»at‘NSC, Ed Buhner's
leadership andvguidance brought the MotorﬁTransportation
1Conference'into(be’ing‘.' Non.thatls quite a honor'there,

that you%brought it 1nto/being, Mrs Buhner.. 'Today only

the Industrial Conference«at the National Safety Council
outranks the Motor Transportation Council in size. Since -
Ed could not be 1n Chicago at the Annual Congress Events |

of NSC ‘this week it “is most propriate that he be recognized -
here. On behalf of ‘NSC, I am most*happy to participate in }f
the awarding of this Lifetime Membership. 'Well Mr,

: Buhner, this is a- little late, this happened October 28th,
7-1965, but I too want to congratulate on this Lifetime Mem- o fmﬁi

=

»bership. ’ ) i
'And along this same line here is a letter from the National
,Committee of ‘the Motor Supervisor Training. 'From the 'i~ :

'Office of the Executive Secretary, Institute of Public Safety,
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the Pennsylvanlia State University, University Park,'

Pennsylvania. To Mr, Ed Buhner. 'Dear Mr. Buhner, it is
our pleasure to advise you that at the meeting of the |
National Commit*ee ‘of Motor Fleet Supervisor Training you
were unanimously voted to be one of the’ first to receive the -
ACommittee s Leadership,Award.; Thisrwas forwarded to Mr,
Bunner on March 29th of‘i962—. Well, Mr. Bubmer, sgain )
salutations for such an accomplishment.r V

1 would like to ask you, if you would. Would the geography

of your country'play a part in your great interest in safetylgl
council, and I go in around about way to- ask this. 'i'd o
like to explain first I used to be very scared of the
Eastern hills and I watched myself very closely, Ed, when-
I got into the little foothills of the Berkshires and-in
the Berkshires and the Blue Ridges and 1t was quite frigh- S
tening to come‘down these with a big trailer pushing you.
Heavy. Yet it amazed me to know that*very few of us had

very bad wrecks on these narrow,’ turing, twisting hills,

but you let us get in the valley floors whereiﬁt's straight

and level, or in the middlewest, Ohio, Indiana, Illinoms,

where it's, flat that's where we got killed. Now, what I' o

bringing up is that it is surprising to a. lot of people to know E:
thatlin hill country, many times the fatal wrecks, the very |

bad wrecks,’unless it's a mechanical failure, such as, going

- down a hill and 1081ng the brakes, or something like that. fi,i?

L3
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. Some of the worstvwrecks wefe'on fiatriahd; ,Fbr'insténéé :
Neveda turns in some of the worst wrecks. No Speed law;
they go a hundred miles an hour and the garzagtuaily'gets B
airborne and turns .over from a dip inrfhe road.VVWas it |
the fact that you‘ran your trucks, YQur"driVeyé, in very
much flat terrain from here to Chicago. I imagine thét's
where you had some of your bad wrecks, was it not? Ydur
company? Did this Make you more éohsgiencé of safety?
Buhner: No, I wouldn't say so; that 1n,itself. Onerof
the problems that you had on the flatlands with running a
truck is the driver--- - -A o
Woods: Falling asleep. '

Buhner: Falling asleep. There's not'enough there to keep_
him oécupied,‘ Where up and down and over the curves'and
all that he had to be alert every minute, where on a straight -
| highway he didh’t have to be and\first thing before he-knew
it he ‘was on the back end of another truck, ‘or he'd gone i
off the side of the'highwgyrwith a;hegvy‘load and the birme
on the side of the highway would pull him down -and he
couldn't gef-back on the highway."ﬁi%%pérated ét;the'time, -
alsd'operated down fhroqgh Eastern Kenfudﬁyranq Mountain _"
country in through there. Our prdblem there was iﬁ wrebks,
theré was therroad itself.r,They were mostly oiq time cow
roads and when tﬂey rained on them they were slippety éﬁd
they werercoﬁtour t?o. So, ‘we had quite a number of facto}Sg‘

—-But #¢he fact that we had so many trucks in the flat country.
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Of course there wefe a lot more trucks in théAflat}cduntry: :
too, than there were in the hill country. But fhe hilif
country képt'the driver alert. And in those days thatr‘<

was before there was any regulation of hours and with no
regulations of hours a lot of the drivers ran way beyonq
reasonable numben of hours, and those things all contributed.
We found the real problem on safety. Talking now about o
over-the-highway, was to have a safe dri#er. Teach him‘

haw to drive safely and what to do about various,thingé.

Get his reggtions.' Some men had very slow reaction. 'I

know we had one to test that the Pennsylvania school up

there taught us how to determine the reactions of drivers.’
Their‘eyes was anothér very important thing. And st;angést'f
thing we had quite-a number of drivers that thought fhéir
eyes were perfect. Lnd when we finally got tﬁem through

the test, which'took a iittlé while tolmake them realize,
and then after they had worn glasses for a while they even
thanked -us for‘cause it helped them to save;-- hélped.to
protect their lives and all that. | |

Woods: In 1945 Mr. Ted Rogers, the preSidgnﬁ for the.
American Trucking Association asked a Commiﬁﬁee be formed
on National and Sfate organithioné; It was1formed7and Mf.
Ed Buhner was made the chairman of it., Now, I'm going to
ask Mr; Buhner to tell QS‘its'purposé; what it accompiishéd;
and his chai;manship of this organization; | ) -/

Buhner: When_this commlttee was formed some work had been~rt

e
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done in the studying the American TruckingtA§50cietionsa :}i‘r
to develope a more firm program &as to what the purpose ;‘
of the Association was.' It's 1deals. How it should be
organized, and ail that. Some organization had been hired
"to do some of that’ work but they not being familiar with :
the real background of trucking and what: brought it about
and all those things they came up with a report that was
in some réespects even 1aughab1e'becanse they didn't have
any conception at all of what the ieel'prOblem wesl Having,
that sort of report’before the group.' Before the'executive
committee. It was determined that probably the people .
that eould do the best job in setting up and studying ATA's
organization structure and that would be members‘of the
executive committee and the industry, and that was why

this committee came’into existence. | |

Mr. Ray Athefton became secretary, who at that time was
also in the management'position with»ATA and he gathered
most of the or a lot of the information and atﬁleast'wrete :
the repert. Ray had the ability to write something so _ .
everybody would understand what he had written. Very ex-
cellent.” And he knew a great deal about the insi@erorgani- "
zation of the ATA HaVing been ﬁith the'InterState Commefce,J:
Commission and knew quite a bit about the background of
trucking and he was a very, very capable man. Both he and

‘myself hed come through the ODT, Office of Defense Transpor-.

tation. I had only been there seven months and he was theref -
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for three or four‘yeafs. S0 he was Very;'very qualifiea‘
in helping on the study and he had eharge‘of,theifield‘
force of ATA, and naturally all the general managers of
various state aseeciations. He worked with all them.

And the result was that we had to haVela,lot of .informa-
tion and get their ideas., So when 1 accepfed the megber-
ship I accepted it on the basis that we would have an
open committee, and that hothrmyseif‘and_Mr.AAtherton would
be permitted to call in anybody we wanted to into the
committee and get their ideas. We then. set a sort of a
hearings, regular type of hearings, and we worked with;

I imagine, better than 200 men that aetually appeared at
these various meetings. Give us their ideas and all that.
And we then tackled one subject after another and we ',.
finally would up, I think, I recall right now, with six
different reports. And these reports were filed'over‘a,
periodrofrtwo years, and we checked them‘as we went'along.
Checked them with the executive committee. EThose reporté
that had been finished. And then when the'whoie thing was
completed it was then formally accepted. | ’
Some of the things that we did, the magor things that we
accompllshed was first because it waes known that Mr. Ted
Rogersrdid not want torcontinue as President of ATA, he had
served 14 years and even a year or so,befere_that helhadﬂ
stated that'he wes goingfto retire, the end of 147yearsﬁ

And that was one of the reasons he was very much interested
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personally in having this report made. At*the time there
were quite a number of states had;Marious number of truck-
ing associations. Some . of them had ‘as many as almost ten.
And they were just scattered, and there was no real resem-
blance of organization. So we got into that subject and
we found and recommended thatuthe best organization would
be for each state to have one association. And of coursea
there were other peqple that apﬁeared~before the committee
that said well let the state have as many orgénizationS‘
as they wanted, but we rejected that idea, because wﬁat'
was heppening then was gquite a few of them was fighting
each other in the state legislature. I can remember quite
well that even in the state of Kentucky a whole group of
operators; who at that time maé considered the larger
operators I suppose because they operated larger'equipment,
and the down-state truck operators, who were,opefating ton '
and a half Fords and Chevrolets, they were opposed to

~that crowd and we were defeeting oureelves in the state

legisietufes. So we proposed that we have only oﬁe eschie-r
tion in each state. At the time we had'three states where
it was rather imbreeticalzto aecompliShAthat. ‘And,that was
Illinois, and New York, and'Califofnia.l So we recognized
those three states and we sald that we had one. association
in each ‘state with the exception of those three stetesvandf
we would be hbpefg; that over e period of years they would

solve their differences and become one. It took us most
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ten years before we finally reached»that position thatr;

we now only heve one state organization. See, ATA 1s con-
trolled by the state organization, and 1t is not from the

top down; 1it's from the bottom up. '

Another reason that we had for wanting one stete organiza-.
tion and this might be a little ticklish,in'making this
statement, but it was a very true one. And ‘that is, in

the legislative fights, in appearing before the legiSlature,r
we had quite a few politicians who wanted more or less to |
have their best boy friends working in the sxate associa~
tions and under certain conditions'they were hoping they
could control the association, and all that. ks well fecell'l:
one state pssociation where the top officers of the state
insisted that a certalin employee, who happened to be a

very personal friend of his, that heﬂbe made the stater
manager and that the state manager,:who was in Florida at
the timé, that he be released and put their men in, Of .
course, his objJective was to get control of the'assooiation.
Some;of the.men,who.were not familier‘with the,wori th@?

we did on our committee were not oognizahtrof ope of the.
facts that we wanted to accomplish;landlwepdid aooomplish,
and that was the fact that the stateiessociationrdidn't
have'to bow to those type of men; Of course, in'this stete'
essociation there were gulte a number of men on their local;-ji
directors that they were willing,to yield. ~But when they
were told that if they ylelded and turned their associgtioﬁﬂ TJ’

-
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over to this political person, that thetﬂs when they»-‘fr
would lose recognition of ATA. And if the mawf d an&t
1dea, this poljitical person had any ideadthat he lwas goihé,
to control the truckihg industry in that state through the
association he'was very,.Very badly mistaken because we
would immediately informed the whole Organization. So.we'
scotched that immediately., And the only that,had'tOJbe
done was tell that man what wouId happen.- That he didn't
have a chance, and pointed out to him the purpose of this
organization. That Was one of the majorvthings that we
dealt with. ,

Another thingtthat we dealt With was the structure of the
officers of the American Trucking Association and- we
recommended that there be 8 chairman of the board that
there be a president, and of course secretary and treasure,
and we also elected four vice presidents. And they were
then the top officers of the ATA. But theafact\that a man
was—either first, second, third, or fourth vice president
didn't mean that he would ascend to thevpresidency. And
then we also elected to limited tne presidency to one year.'

The man was elected to president he would then move up to

Chairman of the Board, and then move on his way. Then the

Afirst vice,president would normally exceed to the presidency.f

We did because that gave a man a year's time to prepare .
?fhimself for the presidency. But, norfornal récognition was

given to second, third and fourth vice presidents so they
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could ascend up the latter. We didn't want that.k ,
Woods:  As the Unions say, 'Come up from the rank and file.
Buhner: And that has been in affe%ﬁ ever since then. We '
studied the dues sﬁructure of the ;erious states gﬁq we
found out that 1t was such a complex problem tnat we
couldn't come up with any type of cross ﬁhegboard program
for dues structure so we left that item entirely up to
the states, and showed them why it had to be done and'all
that., Of course, a.lot of the state managers theyfwere

- very interested in wanting us to set up a schedule for
them, but we left that strictly \on a.voluntary basis for
every state.
Then we also set up an ofganization within'thevorganisa-
tional renk. A Board of Directors. How the ATA was to be
organized. First we asked4that each staéé elect a vice
president to the'executivercommittee. So we had one man
from each(state. And then also we had the Conferences. We

had various conferences. And each conference would elect

one man who represented them on the executive committee. So
then that we havecen executive committee. The beginhing
of it at least. We had 48 states at the time and then L8
vice presiden%s, and I think we had approxiametly ten
conferences. I don't know if I can mention them all right
now but: 'common,carrier, regular common carrier, contract
Carrierfrcartage; household goods carfiers, and\severel

—- others. Minor ones; steel haule}s, I believe, and éeveralg
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minor ones and since then they haveladded a feu more toz
it., So that gave us our hasic<executive'committeefand
‘they met approxiametly three times a.yearf Then we, at'
our annual meeting we permitted each state to eend seven'»
delegates'from each state and they were actually the Board

-

of Directors, but they‘only met once a year, and it more
orllese gave them/a’voice. So each state had the same . |
amount of say so in the ATA, Then the. As the'Preeidents
retired, or Chairman of the Board, retired he then retained
his position on the Executive Committee from then on out,
as long as he stayed within the industry. If he went out
of the industry he would have to drop.

That was principally'manner.in which we set up the ATA
structure. ofr course we organized quite a number of other
type of committees to handle other things. One of the

real problems that gave us quite a bit of concern was the
various opinions among the different conferences. The
contract carriers against the priuate carriers; and against
the irregular and the regualr carriers, and how to solve
the differences of those di ent organizations. That -
project wae,rather’conplex, but we did set up a formila for
how it was to be done. And apparently,that,has worhié out
pretty well over the period of years. AInifact'abddﬁﬁ

only thing that has{ever been changed in this whole organi-

zation structure thet this committee set up,'which is

*Mcommonly spoken of as the, 'Buhner Committee Report,' is we

[

have -



Buhner o 4 R o 'ir; 1737?;

added & few more Vice Presidents. It was thoﬁght, at?the‘;{
time, that a lot of the’larger truck 1ines should have.

a little more say 80 in the po&icies of ATA because they
contributed a great deal to the financing of it. And so
later on the Executive Committee then set up Vice Presidents
at Large. And that started out I think with'tenf in.order
“to give better distribution, and gince then I think itfs
worked it up to almost twenty. Of cdurse; the industrysf
is much larger today too than it was ih that time. But
outside of that change I don't think there has been ahy
particular change made in the organization structure of
ATA, and neither has the thing heenrammended that'I know of.
I know about seven or eight years later another committee
was set up to go over this entire report and recommend any - - .
changes that theyrwanted. rExcept for the'addlng a few moree
Vice Presidents, not one word was even changed in that entire
Committee Report. Now there are quite a few other things in
there that right off hand I don't remember them. I do not °
have a complete copy anymore of the report. But that was |

the basic structure ‘and we were always very careful in thisr

whole program to make it more or 1eSSFimpossible for politics;,f

to entire into the selection of officers and that. And in
fact it was a sort of an understood thing among the 1eaders
of ATA at the time that not of the ATA to make it sort of a
political campaign., And this was pretty well scotched "~5
—-right to begin with and I think the third or fourth president
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we had a man they wanted to have himfbeeeme fresident ofA
ATA. When the election was over with. When all was over
with he didn't even carry- the vote of his own state., He;
had absolutely no votes at all. The origlnal men that I
grew up with in ATA were men of pretty high character.
They weren't selfish to the exteﬁtithet eﬁerything wes ,
done for their benefit, And their theory in organizing the
ATA was for the benefit of the industry. And it has re- |
maihed that as near as myfknowledgelis concerned exeeptl,

2that I have not been too active in the'iast seven or eight’
years and not too familiar anymore with the inside working
of the ATA. Although I stilluattepd at least one executive
committee meeting a year, This report was started in

-1945 and I think we finishedrit up in 1946, and'it}s been
the guiding light, or so called the, "bible,! of ATA
organization structure since then.. V | |

Woods : \Extending‘pver a quarter of a.eentury.

_Buhner: Yesh. Yeah. o |

Woods: You’know_everything changes. Even 6ur Cbnstitﬁtion'
of United States because of time difference. ,I'think you
sﬁould be cengretuleted. You and every member on-your

 committee. And would you mind if-Irfead'some of the names
that were on your committee? On the EdiBuhner?Fommitteet ‘
Mr; Buhner. - . oot | | 1

-

Buhner: I got partial of the fili,stillhere. Mr, Crichton.
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Woods: * Mr. Crichton, you say?
Buhner: Mr. Crichton, was a very capable individual."
Woods: He was from Tennessee., "‘ o
Buhner: ‘Besides being in theltrucking bﬁsiness, he had
a very rounded experience in industry because his father‘
was the operator of very substantial coal mines in
Pennsylvania end he was a graduate oonne of the fine
Eastern schools. And Mr; Ed Goglin was there. Mr, Fred
Hufnagel, he represented the truck fleet of some oil
companj. Mr, Weilbacher, who was a very capable individual
and was one of'the pioneers of trﬁcking fromvSt. Louis.
Was one of the presidents of Viking Motor Freight who have :
since then sold out to the Spector Lines. Don Sﬁith,-ﬁas
from up in Miohigen, from Saginaw._,Oh yeah, Mrs:~Willers,
she was from South Dakota. She and her husband were in’ the
1ivestock hauling business. Then a man'very active at the
‘“tmme was Mr, Charles Clark, whom represented Columbia
Tefﬁianals I think in St. Louis. - They were primary cartage
people. Although cartage pegple and coqﬁract haulers.,
George Eastes, whe wasvone of the top men ef'the West.
Head of Lee and Eastes Common QarrierJFreiéht Lines. Mr,
Jack Coie, who later became President of‘the'ATA. He was -;,i
from Birmingham, Alabema. Mr. Eastes 5y the,way‘wase ' |
treasurer~of ATA for quite a numbif of years.

Woods: I believe you got most of the names there Mr. Buhner.,

*
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Buhner: Some of the men: Mr, Ben Davidson from Baltimore.ru
Mr. Ernest Wheaton, who was a furniture hauler and house--j

hold goods. hauler from Indianapolis.' Mr. Fishbach,-who |

was a contracted carrier from Akron, ‘Ohio. Most“of'the :

men I don't remember. Mr, Joe Adelizzi from New York.,iThen'

a man, Mr, Van Vacter. “I'm under the impression he was o o
from Oklahoma.. Now here's a whole list of men: Stan Mauséy, |
Merchant Motor«Freight, St, Paul, Minnesota, Roy Tompson *
from California, Manager of the:Truch Owners- Associetion of
California, Rossi Jone$, traffic manager of A.J. Hienz -7
Company , Mr. Jack Roberts, who‘was'With P.B. Mutrie and big -
tank operators in’Pennsylvania. And Ule Ulrich, who was
manager of the Kentucky Motor Truck Association. Henry .
English, who's:Red'Ball‘Motor Freight out of Dallas.

Woods I just tape recorded Mr: English<a.couple of weeks

.

ago. - 7 o
Buhnerf Arthur‘McKeever from New York City. A very

capable gentleman. 3311 Akers, from Akers Motor Freight.
Woods:  He eventually merged with Buddy Horton, didn't- he?
' Buhner. No, . he recently sold out there about a few years 7
ago. ‘gmlter Mullady, Decatur Cartage, Chicago._ Ernsthausen.
John Ernsthausen, he attended of Norwalk Truck Lines. Here's
Don Smith again, it was Consolidated Freight Lines,_Saginaw.
We have. Robert Walk of Cen
<

John Ruan, of Waterloo, Iowa,'atrthét.time; it's now DesMoines, .

ral Falls, Rhode Island, and

Minnie Hartford Dispatc ut of%Hartford, Connéctlcut.,-

) ¥.“.7 S o : -
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Towa.. Harry. Lelanquest from Salt Leke City, Ui4h.. Al({j'

N ‘;.

very Itne gent]eman. Very fine g,ent-ie.memfg And Earl

‘Buckingham Transportation from Colorado.. And Owen Scott.
I don't remember hlm too we1l. This one here, Mr. GallupA i:;i
or Western Transport Oakland, California. 7 :

,.WOods.'k Well our point there was . to bring out 1t was a

\wide spread 7 . - Lo _7 | Aa'il';'%f' )

Buhner: . Oh, yeah. wé contacted every seément of theié{ |

industry and got their ideas. Just as broad a coverage

es we could get. That's why wa had an open committee amd

we probably‘had better than Qooyﬁentcontributed to this—

{
plece of work.
Woods: And that became known generall as the Mn. Ed
_Buhner Committee. '

Buhner: Just the Buhner Committee.'x'

Wgods:

late you on the work you've given toward trucki

,g-- i*f'
d,Buhner : This by the way Was a very interesting piece of
‘work. And it taught me a 1ot. I 1earned a 1ot I 1earned;'

f'probably as much abSut the entlre booklng3xof the trucking g:fJ

;f'indUStry over the United States as, ——— and probably that

:’;was&one'of the things that was why I was selected to be ‘the.

We11,,mr. Buhner, I don't doubt;4*;

7fAfter Ted Rogers.
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Benjamin F*anklin,~and'aii of the founding-fathere of '
America did in writing the constitution, or déclaring the
independence we might say, freedom of America. However,
we're both old enough, and we 've had enough 1egislativex-r
experiences to know that we can't safiéfy everyone, As
you know I travel quite a bit in gathering the history of
American Interstate Trucking é.nd naturally I meet. Now, -
the other day I was in Iowa and I Was{ﬁitﬁ some truckers
over there. They're smallér truckers, and I noticed &ou
mentioned in here that you went sorf of.on the dividing
program that~£he bigger ones who put more money in and
caused the ATA:to operaterhad probeblyino more voice than
the 1itt1e\fe11a,'but yet he does have more voice becauee
he's paying more money. And so. Now,‘you haven't been
with the ATA now for several years, have you?

Buhner: Been inactive. |

VHQQQQ‘ Do yod. Have you heard, is this working out as
the way you men serilously tried tO'meke it wdrk out?r
Buhner: Well, going back, you got to remember when we
did this work and the ATA was, organized and all through
those things, most of us were small truck'operators in -
comparison to what they are;todey;' Andieven though we
}ereﬂémall %rdck operators compared to'todéy;.%ﬁefe werei'””*V
a lot of. sma’ler truck operators than we were. T don't :
suppose in the early days in ATA that we had over twent;r

- trucks, or something like that. We were small, compared_
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to other businesses. We were smdll. I rememberrin thé’ B
state of Kentucky here that practicaily the entiré‘trucking;
Industry was 1n Loulsville, Kentucky, ¢ causerthere were two
substantial common carriers here at that time and naturallyf
we had tbkcarrydthe load. The smaller truci operator down
in the state he wasn't interested. But &ince the lawst

We were able to correct the laws and all that and a go:od_
strong organization in the truéking induétry;‘those féllas;
a lot of those feilas have Séwpfospeféd and théyire now 7
coming up with a pretty good size_truckropefators and aétually_
today some of the better, strbnger-truck lines'are down sfate
rather than in.the city of Lou}sville, VAnd the ones'that -
were in the cilty of LoUisville;.take for instance our company,
are now ownéd by the Mésoﬂ Dixon Line,_whigp is a big QOmpany.
And I can remember Mason Dixon Line in'thé legislativé fights
in Tennessee which I was somewhat involved in, that they
were comparative large as far as Tennessee; but we were at
tha? time even 1arger than they were. But they've grown. .
They got young men.. A coupié;of'fipelybpng-éoﬁs pbat'hgvé ‘
fome up in that business and’ they have built that business. .
And I see that happening down in therspaté here in Kentucky.
Sbme of those Qhén they come to a étate'donventioﬁ i keep . wa
on'méeting younger men.  And they re coming apd they're ' '
buillding major truck, but of course it will take - them years
to sget where the bigger operator is, :Now, in the Common

o S : ™ S
~ Carrier end of this business. Of course that is getting into
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the hands of big business today and I don't think any of
these fellas will everrget to that étatus, but trucking |
end the industry and the states needs mall truck lines.
They are very.important.é{And the interline carrying in,.

A big major truck 1ine can't afford to operate in these
smaller towns. They are much better off giving theirl
freight and keeping these smaller 11495, which you might
call, 'feeder lines,' Same thing is happening in the °

bus lines today,ras practically Greyhound you might say.
What's the other one? ;

Woods:  Trailways.

‘Buhner: Trailways. But they're working with all the
feeder lines. These smaller bus lines.

Woods : Well, airlines do 1it. And everything else,

Buhnerf | Airlines., And there 1is spme of those boys that
I'm afraid might be taking a little bit the wrong attitude.‘
But you need strong organiZations, and in order to have ,A ;}
strong organizatibns you need strong;eompanieé to baek
them'u;. And it's an evolution. The time that I spentr
with the Office of Defense transportation. We were there

at that time there was supposed to be about two million
trucks in the United Stetes. That included every type of
truck, Farm trucks and all of that. Today I think we're .

" around ten million, | | '

¢

 Woods: More than likely, seventeen million.
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buhner: That's i1t. And atithat time there”were no'statia- y:h
‘tics. We didn't know how many trucks there were or anything 3
else, only what the automobile manufaqtures put out.A,Thisr
booklet, and we had to work from that. And when we got to
dealing with the other organized'industry, like the rail
industry and all those; in order to hold our own, we had to
talk. That's the only thing we had was what we could talk
about. And so it was after that that we started iniATA:and
started developing these various functions that the ATA is
now 1n. But, it'a.been my belief that what'used to be the—
small truck operators'have all'gr0wn under the umbrelia oirr
the organized induetry, The fact that we stopﬁed all thesei
various state agssoclations from jumping up here and’ gumping
up there, and so funneling all this thing through a rather
strong organization that the industry has been able to

grow now, I don't think that they have outgrown that. I;i
don't say that everything they do is correct.' IDdon't say
thpt there shouldn't" have to be-changeﬁqitIn fact Itve |
always sald that this Buhner Committee Report that it should?;;

be " ;§;iewed at least every five years. Cause the industry

grows and what we did, well almost thirty years ago, and
what we did thirty years ago may not apply today. If it d
does, why keep 1it; but, if it hasn't, make a change. And
a lot of these younger hoys now coming into the industry, 7
they-haven!ttany conception of the fights that we were.in i
and what we,had_to do-to keep this'industry'going;rri o
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Egggg: That's one of the points I was hoping;;ou}d bribg_-
out. , | o ’f“: '
Bﬁhner: I go go convéntions and a lot of these boys are
25, 30 years old and get into the position of Junlor exe-
cutive, but they haven't\gny idea pf whaf we fellas had tp
go through. _ B e | |
Woods: History is so important and youth sometimes hesitates
to read history until he has grown to old tov have done any-
thing about {t. I wouldhlike to elsborate a littie\p;t. 1
hope, Mr. Buhner, éhﬁﬁ you will recognize my side of it and

I hope you will allow me to make this statement without
probably thinking I'm making the statement in a dérogatory

manfer. I do not believe ﬁhgt today the American Truck

ssociations, the ATA as wé*know\if, is gcﬁuaily performing
the job that it should be. I thinkfit cdulﬁ do a little
better. But, I believe thej are going‘to_pay for this if
they don't do something about it. But I believe they are a
little bit aslbep} I believe_they{re going'on as‘yoﬁ(say

the young men come *to~the cohvention~apd.he doesn't realize
the sweat, and the work, and the hardéhip"that this wgsA
gornrin. "Itve alﬁéysAsaiqrtrucking waé'born in péverty

where raillroads wére born in wealth and public accéptandé, R
Buhner: A lot of truth to that. | _ |

EQQQE‘ " And trucking was bbrn in poverty and public fejegtiQn,
Aﬂdrthe sons today do not know this. And évén thoselthat‘s
come up since-WorideWar Two forgof they're past. If thé& wérer

Booa
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drivers like me 1in the thirties, they have forgotten, -

1'"11 never forget one man who's very aetive in this'field'

and he told me, He sald, 'Well, Harry, theﬁtruckers-today o

18 not quite as sophisticated as we were; He fergot”theﬁi’;’

thirties.' I shonld change that he said, 'The trucker

today 1s more sophisticgted than in our day.' He's for-

got the thirties. He is now not quite the fellow that

stopped on the:highway to help you and reach in his pocket

{o loan you money, | a

Well, Mr. Buhner, as.you are one of the Founding Fathers.

I believe you-are one of two on the Executive Committee

of the American Tugicking Associations still left. I belleve

it's Mr., Chet Moore of Marathon;‘Florida and you, is that

not right, that is still on the Executive Committee. Now

you have seen this thing’along with other menryour age and -

older from the very beginning up to today. And this Buhner

Committee, where you as 1 mentioned very dedicatedly 1ike

the Founding Fathers of America, tried to put in 1little

Vtrap laws., Honest laws, And with your skill in the legis~-

lative, you wefe the man»qualified to do it to where no

one ceuld»gain centrol. ‘No one cbuld‘etep up end=t§ke;everryg
and make himself a permanent president. No one couid fOrm'i

8 click and get control and manipulate the ATA to his own -

_will. However, it has been attempted as you and I know. 7

Do you believe that there is a danger exlsts today in the

youth that 1s now inheriting and coming up from the truck

-~
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lines that were nothing that are now,big,-and»their'fathera
made them big, and now'their'fatherS‘are in,their seventies;lﬁg[;
well into retirement age and have to hand it over.  In one o 5
case you know of the boy is going:to be president»of'the |
ATA, and the head of the company his father started. Do

you believe there is a danger that exiete, or do you belleve
that these men,,even thoughrthey‘are of therlong~hair age

~ and you and I are of the short hair age that-they willi
respect and see, and be willy enough to keep it goingfas

you tried to plan out? o

Buhner: Well, I feel that there are'probably.a lot of

very fine men that are coming up in the® ‘industry. - .And if

we have enough of ‘em that have been through the hard knocks
of business and know what it takes to make a business go
we'll still be able to ride the waves because there will
still be rough'days ahead inrthis'inddstry,'there'always

has been. We are subject to criticism of the general pdblic.
We're using the highways that belong to the general public j§
end all that, so we'll be continuously faced w1th our oppo-
sition and it's entirely possible that railroads, expecially,« §
\ rthe way 1t looks at this point, 1ike the railroads in the -

'East. Like the Pennsylvania system and all that. Many of
~ those railroads are bankrupted, and if,those blg railroad 7
‘companies 1ike that are in a position where -the . government
has to take them over, we'll be faced. with a new competition

that we haven't had in the past. And that is to,have the -
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managers from the railroads, or for the government rail-
roads, that they will be writting the tickets, and: they B
have the power on the inside to do some of the things that
would be very injurious tovour free'economy;that we dre
operating under'tOdayr Itts entirely possible that we may
have a couple.of young boys that hayve just,come.in and who
primarily inherited companies and who don't have the back-
ground on what it took to brfng'this industry'uprto where .
it is., Those men I'm just a little somewhet reluctant in
predicting whet might happen of that type, but I think

they are way far infthe minority, andVI belleve we will

have a lot of'good men coming in to take over'end continue’
the industry. - There's one thing of course in operating

the modern business. There only modern technics., There

are so many.new improvements in having control, in controll-
ing the operations and all that. Men like myself, and men
I camé up, with haven't any knowledge of those things. And'
speaking of all they do, oh what do they cali 'em? The -
new methods of controlling. What do they call these new - |
machines? . 7 | | ”
Woods:: Oh you mean computers. T _ :
Buhner: A1l these computers-. and that.‘ A iot Ofitheseuéi

co anies of course will be practically run by eomputers.'n

d I say that, of course, these computers will give them

| the answers provided the right questions are put 1nto the

comp#ters. After all, any industry, or any COmpany, to be:“g;
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successful tﬁey've got to work. Thefe is hothihg thatie
gotten anybody any farther than good hard work. The men
that come up in this industry who have been successful are
the men that worked. And they worked-hard. And there is
a tendency when the business is finally succeseful and it'e‘

own feet that other things become a little more attractive

than sitting in there managingrthe~business every dey. ,And

as lohg as we don't have too many of”those typevof men '

that put their own pleasures.ahead_efjthe hard work that'é’j;?
required to keep companies going why, we will pfobably be |

able to survive. Of course a iot of us don't knew what!s

ahead. . Projecting, or what might happen in the next ten

or fifteen years ahead. That's hard for anybody to projectr
that. | |

Woods: Weli, you touchedqupon subject there that's very
possible. The railroads. Talk about us overloading back

1in ouf day, the railroads areﬁoveiloading thesejfreight.

cars almost helfragaih what thefeieuppOSed to*cd?ry. They

are so government subsidizéd«thét they den't.have to wofry/
much about the laws;c5use the goverﬁmehts trying tdrget,

their money back."Tﬁe&Jiet them do what they want.' They're =
fleecing 80 much money off the\top ofvthe industry by |
’*featherb;ﬁding executives to where, for instance when - Penn-
Central merged and they got'sub31dized for about the third’{e;

. or fourtp timew' They filed b&nkruptcy ‘and went to Congress.;gir
The 1ast}time'Congress subsigizedvtpem,tye first thing they N
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did was select a president andri think he got a half a |
million doilars a year salary. And then it went right

in relation on down: first vice president, second and
50, What I am trying to say is they cut themseives on’
take off of the company so much that theyrdon't have' v
crews, they can't afford crews to go'out and maintain the
road beds. So, they hit a curve and twenty'cars turn
over. And so, the government. It looks now as if though
the government might rebel on the future subsidizes. And
you've heard about these 48 industrialists haven't you
that has informed the government that if they will not sub-
sidize Penn-Central again that they»will take it over and
they cen make 1t run at a profit. Now, I don't believe
the government will allow them to take it over. I believe
the government will do what it's doing w1th Amtrak. Do
you see now where Amtrak they're now come out with a hew
one and they're putting into effect.r They're now making
the test run. It's from Chicago and New York down to
Florida. For the tourists. Now thisrwould affeot the ‘
airlines. But here's what they're doing.' They're aliowingfz
you to ride down on an express limited, right straight
through, non’ stop, dining room and everything, but your
‘car goes 400, So, where the airlines, you fly- down andf

then go rent a car at a Hertz or something. Here they're"

going to give you a service now where you ‘can sleep, and

can eat in ‘a dining room, and visit friends,'and there are:.-1'
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manyﬁpeople who wouldvride”trains if'the prains“were_, it
serviceable. And now they got a bonué, they,got their = - ff
own car with them. They can drive it right off and they

got thelr own car while there. The& dOn't have to handle - -

a fifteen or sixteen hundred mile traffic from Chicago to
Miami. So this will be ‘competitive, aqd'what you're_saying
and touched upon the"suﬁje'ct, the government could take

this over. They could poor the money into the tracks.

They could eliminate the competition tﬁat theyfre ﬁbw ,7
bucking against and strip it down to where they got twé

or threé main line flyers .in this counfry'and they could
give trucking some'frouble you know. And 1it's Very possibie
this‘might happen becuase of need, if nothing elée, Just
.absolute need. Such as the natural assest to trucking was
thég it was needed. Lets say that.V‘And it could be that
this can_come up. Frankly speaking as a trucker I hope

that the ATA always keeps going, and that it's kept in good
hands. Unselfish ha;.ndrs, and out of the hands of those |
who would use it through small clicks fgf their own will .
poWerg' ngever;'from.the‘evidénée I have seen in the fields'
Mr, Buhner, they're éoingrto have to do s@mething:and do it
quick. I think they're waxing‘in theif own' fat, \;e"migﬁt-
say, and - they don't ‘know the . danger that's creepingkup on o
them from dissatisfied'members that can't compete any lopger
under” their reéulétibﬁrlaws and under their'favoritismsi

" which there are favoritisms.’
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Buhner: Well, in .the modern years of running a bu51ness
there 18 too many of them have ------ I won't say too
many, =---many of 'em, ---- of new men have come into the
business who after so long, they-think they're the complete ‘
power and the brains and the business itself; when possibly
they don't recognize that a lot of the men that are wroking
under them are the ones that have been the,real successfula
and prominent ones. And I've always had a creed and I know
it's worked out a number ofxtimes,“and Itve seen it'failrg

- ' ' e : .
in other companies, and that is my creed has always been'thatf
if you ‘take good care of your business it will take care of
you. #nd I don't know of’any other‘creed that is probably
more true to life than that one, cause I've seen thosetﬁen*‘
who didn't take care of their business, who thought they"'
Wwere everything, who thought that they should draw big '
_salaries, and all that out of business, to see their'business»
~gradually go down. Where as the other nan who worked at. his .
business, spent his lifetjme at his business, worked and ' 7
‘made the business produce, then he yas;the beneficiaryfog‘it.'
VAfter all,‘a corporation can't payilég Salaries to people
unless the eorporatlon makes money. ) | '
HQQQE: The ‘more you put in it the more- security and the
more you can take out. You can't take it out if- you don't
Cput'it in.,,*' e
‘Buhner.av That's right. - T

~" Woods: ~ Mr. Buhner, Ifm always confronted with questions as'*
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J,'p%hf‘ar'aund‘ They day, 'What State wai

_ gpve birth to interstate trucking, ‘the 1ong-han1?4"§Who;; ;;x,fL%
jiﬁﬁﬁﬁ the father oiﬁ@he American Trucking Industry"’1 Maybe ‘

€« -z

p I cah contribute something as to what states beeause T

:'study this in the field 50 much, this industry.r But who

A 8 i.,f
. uas the father,,is quite B problem for me to” ansuer. ﬁIt's

a” most formidable question. At ohe time, like George Wash-

LY

ington is not questioned atrall that he's the Fatheg of ‘;' ‘ -
Amenica, the United States, America.' However, the youths o, ;jfb
«gpesgions that. To my surprise they told megthat»they'rer e

not sa'sure that George Washington's th%%Father ofrAmerica,

i of the United States. Thet after all when you study -«

. .military he wa.snr'trthe Abe'st Generalg-he had men under him‘ .
-'Lthet was better, he made bloopers here, and he did that' R
; but he came out a;d they won the war. Well their answer -

- that 'is, !Well from the time the ;irst shot was fired
by the first Colénial England didn't have a chég;e:\but ,
1they Just didn't-know it Was all. v Well I'm confronted -!
with who's the father of America.n “trucking a.nd I wa.sr, _@t
| first, . great to quote’ right back in a hurry, 'Ted v, Rogers.
The first president of the American Trucking Associations.
The man"who formed all the associations._ Who brought it
all under one, heed and gave it the ump, he had the drive, R f ;
anad to prove 1t he was pres1dent for fourteen years.._Conse-
cutive years. So therefore he had to bepresident and he. i‘
1 had“to.be'the founder of American Trucking. cInterstate,!wefilf d

E 4
TN

- -



say. “But ashtime goes on'I'm‘lead‘tofhelieve'likeithe'f7'5
youths today - about George Washington We'll say. Wasrhe‘gfi}
‘really the founder of the American trucking industry?
or was he what he was elected to»be,.a good speaker._‘
:Ilve‘taAKed to- the man who,ﬁrote his speeches,' Talked
"to the'men whoes,lived'him,' And he was the most dedi—
cated man . Let's put it this way, to give him ‘all rights
and I believe you'll agree, he killed himself in forming
this organization.. He worked til he was ready to die.rs
So you can‘t take away he was oné of the great, great
leaders. I would say he was'probably one of the! greatest
: organizers the trucking industry has ever encountered,
and it's a very good thing ‘that they found ‘him when they
did. He organized it. So maybeshe should have credit’
as being the Father of the American trucking industry.,
ABut‘however, afterwards, in the trucking industry, like ,'
.inrour government, in our‘country'when:it was founded _
there was so”nuch'to be done. Congress, the Civil Rights, )
the Constitutional Rights. ~ So. much to be done that the :
. youth questionwahether George ﬁashington was the Father]
-of America. I question no;\whether Ted V Rogers was
really the Father of the American. Interstate Trucking
Industry. I keep saying interétate, Mr, Buhner, because?
cartage was there forever. I'm going to ask you. Would_
" you do‘as lvgreviously did; say,"Ted V. Rogers,‘ No

. - b o .
— ruestien aboutiit.;g Or would you? What is your point.°
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Wil you hesitate like I’do,tode&, er do you'believelthht”n
Ted Ve kogers was the Father of the American“Tgucking'iH'k‘irg
1ndustry; ‘ . 1 'i: o
Buhner:. My iﬁpressidn of Ted V., Rogeré is that he's'

the Father of the organized industry, who organized the'

industry to protect itself. I am not very familiar with .

his 1life as a truck operator. As far as the Father of A

)

the trucking industry* I *think that's something quite

different than being the Father of the organization of

the trucking industry. Now there were a lot of small truck
organizations in the various states. Even some in the
cities, and all that. They were all jumping around and

had no real direction or enybody at the top. And when’,e
trucking becane interstate it mean't that a lot of the work
to- develope the trucking industry had to be done on a |
national effort and it was Ted‘Bbgerer tg%nk, without a
doubt, that deserves to be knowrn as the Fether; if you want” -
to use ‘that term, of the organizedttrucking'industry who
really brought it together. Herdévoted'his life; I'thinklf
‘many times he carried the pay roll as much as a year and

the Association was quite_indebted te him, and.I often_

wondered sometimes if he'd ever get his money'beckiout;r -

-4

_ Fortunately, that all happened and things come out in good’
shape. But 'he is in my opinion,”having‘worked, with himr
':;,and all that, I think he deserves the credit of being the

”Father of the Organized Trucking Industry.,

=



Buhner - « . B - 7" Lo i'i{ '193;?
Now .s far as the Father ‘of the Industry, I think,pro-f‘.
bably there are more than Just one Father of the industry.
Because quite a number of them, and I suppose when you go fr
back to that most of those men that were Fathers of the
industry have passed on and . gone to their heavenly reward. {
'And I'm sure that I have nobody to recommend.‘ There are .-
a lot of people that I would consider in that category,
but 1 only know them from just this general area in which

Af% live. They'ed probably be a lot of them in the Esst, ”
and probably a lot of them in the West, And a loft of _
those men have passed on deserve the recognition of having

) been some pioneers of the business. ‘ | )
Woods: Well, Mr. Buhner, I'd like to inform you that, Mr,

‘,Joh;‘J. Brady, Sr. I was with him in Iowa a couple of weeks'f°
ago. He has the same view. ;He had a'nice way of answering'
the Question when I put it before him. 'Well, he said I
want to give Ted V. Rogers all the credit this man can get

L3

‘in organizi But, he said Now when’you come to say,
'the Father of the industry,' now, he said that's a little
different answer to the question and there's a lot of men |
that can qualify for that acoording to my bboks.'! He said,’
'TI can't because I neyer took too much part. I was runningrfv
a big truck 1ine. But, 'he said,' I suppose you're out torj
find the Father, of Fathers,' and he said, 'So, that's why
you're asking me the question. I saild thatfs right, Pop,’

I'm trying to find the fathers.. And I said who would you
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want to say, or who would you suggest. He says,"?ieaéefr
do me the favor and don't make me answer.'.EHe,said,'tijj,
wouidn't,know where to go.' But; né said,bjmaHY'efvthemf<
that you are'taping'nowi Harry, I would cqnsider Fathers
if I want to answer your queetion;' Well, Ed, it'é 7 '
getting back to the analogy again, George Washington,
the Father :of America. The Father of our country. Yet,
we turn around and we say the Founding Fathers. The
Founding Fethers: Jéfferson, Adams,iMontoe, all ofrtneSe
men. I more or less take that route;"Iﬁll give_éeorge
ﬁeehington credit to aigreat degree,'bnt then the-rest I. 7 s
v want to be known as Founding Fathers. I believe Ted V. y

Rogers did as George Washington. He won the battle of

organizing. WNow then, you founding fathers go to work.fﬁjg, g

~ And I agree with both you and Mr, Brady on that. No

insist go into my tapes,:and I am going to ¢that they :

be given much consideration in the publica of these 7',
tdpes by the Microfilming Corporation , New York 7
Times Oral History program. That th : be given °§néif,gg
deration. Because I feel that I' ked}with'themiand |

ve compared and I

~'I've listenedito their stories
we that I an qualified to ay ho some of these Found-

_fxathers are. At least il give their names and leave

—fit up for future historiang:to decide. I will namé twogmenrmf

5
¥ r4
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'right off that I definetly say are founding fathers. Any -~‘h

man who o?posed the Indiana Legislature 1931 -33 with the‘ o ’7

consolidated -railroad lobbyist force has to go down as one

of the founding fathers to defeat that unbelievable over-
whelming force and with such 8 small group, and to up and
defeat them is unbelievable, so I would say, that Mr. - '
Maurice Tucken, of South Bend Indiana. Founder'and p;e-f
sent day treasurer, and executive vice preslident, I

‘ believe, of the. Tucker Freight Lines, Incorporated I
would,definetly say he 1s one of the outstanding founding
fathers of the American trucking industry. Would you - _
agree with me on that, Mr. Buhner? . ' -
Buhner' I would think so. Maurice has been in the business
| longer than I hawke been and yeah, he deserves that credit.
Woods: And this might be a little embarrassing to you,

Mr. Buhner, but I would’ say that you are one of the founding
fathers of American trucking industry Interstate trucking
.I'm speaking of and I definetly feel that you deserve that
title. You have appeared before legislatures., You've been
the head of committees. You've'not only'fought in one, but

t 0 states that I ﬁnow of.: And you've held high office in

fo ing the ATA and I definetly belileve should be’ considered

one of the founding fathers of the American trucking industry.
Will,youiaccept that from me, Mr. Buhner? And I donlt'want .o
you to betembarrassed, I definetly'feel that you are one.

If_you don't answer I'll continue.” You two at this date in
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my mind are two men., I'm certainly going tO'giVerTed Ve
Rogers his credit, but I definetly say«that:ﬁhen the
“Tounding fathers come along,'Ifknow'two of them and'I feel
honored to have met 'em both, and a8 I say, I'1l repeat.
One is Mr. Maurice Tucker, that Grand 'Ole ‘Man of Indiana,
and I say the Grand 'Ole Man of the trucking,industry,

: interstate, and you, Mr.b%uhner. So Ifll let 1t drop*at
that - and

'ou can mill that over in your mind as you w1sh.
Now I w . to ask you a question and I'd like your answer
~‘on this d you can take time to think this over, but I
think wejcan do it now, As-you know I travel a. great |
deal; fo example, I was down to see your old friend

Henry English, in Dallas the other day. I was up to Fort
Dodge afew days later.  Bight hundred miles North to see
Mr. Bragy. Then I was in New York a couple of days 1ater .

than thHat to see people then I was up Boston, so I

travel a great deal and here's what I'm bringing up., ‘As
I go t;rough say, Indiana. And I g0 through Ohio, and I
‘ go thzough these etateS'on these tollways,rand I see a -
‘ restafrant here, the Jean Stratton. Porter Restaurant,rf
named‘in her honor. A writer of Norhhern Indiana, whor -
i childrensl=+nries back in the turn of the century. -
Ernii Pyle Restaurant, named after the famous journalist
from Indiana University that was killed the Middle East.
Far East. Waracorrespondent. Those come to my mind off )

—‘hand. I believe Ed that in order for trucking to have

f, B
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the recognition that we're - trying to glve it through f\tf‘
,this publication and through other writings you've got

’to have monuments to constantly be before the publics

eye., That's the way you have respect’ That's ‘the way

you develop culture. That's the way you get recognition. .
It's very hard for me as a historian, or a riter, for the
trucking industry to give public image to tKe highway o
truck driver when he goes down the road and crowds people

of f the road while I'm “going. around telling them what a

good knight of the road he is, But, if you have a monument_h
up somewhere. A road side monument that said,:'Here_at

this point,' so and so happéned.“Or; 'In this State
legislation—took place.' Or a restaurant named after a"
Maurice Tucker, or-an Ed Buhner, or a Pop Brady, or e Carl
Ozee. - I believe this will give our industry recognition

and I've always advocated this_but'llwe been laughed at

most of the time, I've noticed that the'raiéroads. Even

the old railroad lines will have a plaque up. 1At this ‘
bridge a certain event~happened, and so many hundred:were
killed, or a wreck happened here, or at.this tree something
happened. I remember in Wyoming I got a kick out “of" the
railroads in their public relations.. They hed- a tree, whichi,,
they probably planted along the side of the road, and they |
sald as the engineer came up over thls hill in this mountain '
that it was so slow,;and this was the only tree for miles,T l

- that he and the Tireman had a bucket and they filled itiwithg%
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water snd'every day they. watered the tree snd'géve.it'
1ife. B - ) |
These are cultural/mﬁyements.. Monuments. Do you believe
that we should- attempt to have a, say a tollway restaur-r
ant named after;Mr, Buhner in Kentucky or .a Maurice Tucker
in Indiana, or spmeone in Ohio. Do you'belieVe that this
1s all fallacy, or do you believe that this would give
cultural recognition to the trucking industry?’

Buhner: Well the trouble'with that 1s, as I see it

the ones that you would probably want to recognize are not

.

known by the younger men in the industry, and I don't know
whether it would have much ;alue to 1t or not. The younger '
men in the industry don't know- these 0ld names. I have
‘noticed that when I am at the IMTA (Indiana Motor Truck
Association) convention and I am sitting at the head table
and when I'm introduced.herdly anybody .in that crowd knows
me-anymore. | , A ,

) Egggg' . Yean. Well, what you're saying is like Mr. Arthur'
Keller, one of the pioneer State Troopers in the state of
Indiana. When-$hey formed I think they had 22 men, and he f
was- one of. the first and he told me that he no longer goes

" " to the State PoIice convention in’ the state cause no one
knows who he is. You know., But, if you left a monument of :

~ some kind and you write,a history in time these men today |

- that-don't know who you are, as they grow older they look
~“back andisay, Why, gee, I met h1m.1 Why, I satsnext to himrl‘

€
o
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at Eftpble,' and the first thing you know they were your )
buddy fog;? life and that they lived with you.  You know.
But, this is the beginning, as we started out in the :1

early days. As' you started out over here in: Indiana.

'Yon grew into a trucking eompany..¢We can plant this seed -
and grow into a cultural movement-for the trucking industry.A
And I've been a believer that sonelof these meaor truckystopsr
that played such a great role. 'Thet all the long-haplers »’
speak of. - Such as in Indian; at Walkerton there's theirements’
of this truck stop which played e major role for the long .
haulers., It was on the way from Chicago to the East Coast. ,
To Pop Brady and those in loka it Wasrconsidéred one third

. ¥the way to the East Coast. And when they got there, this 3

was it. They norked on theilr trucks. This was home, Ihey

received their mail there; their laundry there;‘their home

cooked food. When they got sick they stayed there. They'
didn't go to a hospital they stayed there._ They got broke
they borrowed money from the owners, Jedn and Slim. Then

Ted's at Sandusky. .All of these buildings still stand.‘ All |

of 'em stlll stand and’ a monument could: be made. Like, e

purchase these old buildings. Clean 'em_up and putia :

plague out 1n front so people can read 'here'was %ne of the‘
major truck stops of the Northern Route during the rise of

the American Interstate Trucking during the thirties. Now,r

Mr. Larry Cohen, which I.haven'; yet.had the pleasure of -

getting out to Denver to see, he has a. Outside of town

<
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there, Denver, they have a truck'stop; They'vekgot a,”f
~ plaque, out in front,\'The oldest truck stop in America.
Yeah, they're trying to give culture.. Now I doubt if that's_'
the oldest truck stop because when youw ‘go down to New York '
go up into Connecticut,it's a 1;ttle different story. .But
at least they're trying'to get a culture moVement, cleerf
out there.in the West'where there.  is not supposed to bef'
culture, , : i o

Do you think that this should be_ brought up at a convention°
Do you think this should even be mentioned° Do you think

' that----Now,”you got a letter there from the IMTA president.
Indiana Motor Truck Association. 'He's trYing to find |
'something'that happened-back when it was called, Indiana
Motor Transportation, or something, wasn't it?

'Buhner: I forgot what it was called. ‘

Woods: ,'Now, he's trying to history, you know. Apd T thiﬁk'
=ithis historical movement is starting on the rise. Do»you‘f
; beligve so? 7 o ‘ 7'
:Buhner:A Yeah. . Yes. Apparently a quite of'feﬁ(are inter=-
ested in this thing of the history of the trucking industry. .
Of course there was quite a number of years that in the
ee.rly days of the trucking industry that a lot of iaedp;e,
thought that the trucking industry would never exist. That ‘
it would be - legislated out of business. And of course now

it's taken a quite L} number of years and it's grown into a
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tremendous industry. Bankers and big‘money'have gotten*
in back of it., And the thing Im moved in that réspect.

Ty

In fact one of the things I'm a little fearful of is

someg of" these oh, sort of con omerates §etting their _
foot into the trucking industry. I 8, === .oh, these
congiomerates are only interested inbone .thing and that'
how much profits at the bottom. of the,line; And if they _
got a truck lire that they own and that’truck 11ne‘doesn't7
come up to standardxout it goes. And they're not intEr-
ested only in the profit. The one dollar and the dollar
mark. And I've noticed that. I have owned a few stocks

- that were originally, when 1 bought them they were o ye_i
originally truck company stocks, and when they merged

they got into conglomerates. And now - I'm practically outv
from under some of 'em, but I notice that as long as ‘
“trucking company is doing real good they speak highly’of
it, but the minute the profit goes down they dispose of

- it, They'il dispose of it, So, that's one- of the problems.fj
One of the real problems I think We've got in this industry. )

But, your idea on the otherfthing there. I wouldn't know.“
I dontt think I've got the answer for you at all. What

* 7
b .

would be my: apswer for you., ‘,is-, : : ST
¥oods: - Well, you must consider Im a historian of the '. e
-industry and naturally I would think along those lines. o
Well, Mr., Buhner, is there anything else we, can think of
- at the time? e 7.’ o o 3 }:pfi

e

o

JE TR
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Buhner: I don't think of anything. I'1l be at the. ' o
3peck to be at the convention if everything goes alright

here. I can get away. - S “'_.“ SO 4_>f$
Woods: Wnhen is that convention? '
Buhner: ., November 3rd, Mth, 5th.. "Just a month aﬁay.»

What is today? Today is the.first of October isn't it°-
HWoods: Yeah, I'm suppose. to be at West Point, November

3rd, 4th, and 5th, The National Oral History Associetion,f»
where allrof us guys‘come'in'andﬂmeet. 'There's different

ones in-different fields. Medical historians and’ 77_ .
different industries, and I'm suppose to be there to meet |
with them, Now, I don't Xnow whether I'm going to get

there or'not*- I got there two years ago.‘ But,'I'm more

interested in getting to these ‘men before something happens

to 'em and. that I can get them on tape and then I've got

. time for things like that. Well, anytime that you might

h.ﬂastandpoint as a shipper, and I saw it work as an operator

think there 8 anything you want to’ add on this why,---—g

Buhner: . Well I'm interested to: have my name glorified

or anything like that. I'm not’ ‘that’ typef What I've done;~:.'
for the trucking industry I've gained”§s~much70ut of‘itraszf
what" I've given to the “truck industry. At least that's my
thinking. And T don't regret that If:ame up through the

trucking industry. tOf course I came:up through several

: industries. ‘Which probahly gave mﬁfe little bit broader

outlook on the trucking 1ndustry.,;Cause I saw a workmen
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myself. I have-nojdesire at all tofbeeeuIOgised'in anyj
respect on this at all. » ; . o o

e .
- . &

Woods: None of‘you men that actually were founding
fathers.( None of you men that actually contributed a‘lot
had any. desire, I've noticed that, to be glamourized.'
You were 1ike all the rest, you were merely trying to eat
._and pay bills and get by in a very tough/time.

‘Buhner: We were trying to save our business.

o : R
Woods: Yeah. And you didn't know you were writing history.

Hardly anyone of them ever knew they were writing history.

They were Just trying to keep going. "And I know sometimes Q?[
‘some of them are embarrassed Mr. Buhner, when I ask, Weli,!u
did any of your ch@cks ever bpunee”' And they'll hedge -

©

around at it and I happened QO be there %n a4 day when I

swouldn't even take _their cheoks. But, I got a kick out of v

one I asked this and he saidrg Bounce.“ he said :'You

know for seven years my wife and I kept hocking our furniture
to a8 lotal agency fbr‘300 bucks.— It took us 7 years before

our hank account“was in the black. ‘We kited every check
‘we ever wrote.l So what I'm getting at is he didn't know‘,
he was writing history.. You dldn't know you were writing

history.f You were busy trying‘to keep a business going and ;7;}3

at the same ” timeayou were building one of the biggest

~

businesses in America, hd that's why 1t is so big is because

you men wére@dedicated. s T ?» i ' ,,‘!‘{;g .

Well if you can't think of any ‘more, - and I can't think of any €>

,9'




Buhner . c ' - o | aob, :
more, I want to thank you, end'I'm sure that Mr., éhester
EZwis'of the New York Times Oral History Programfahd ther -
President of the Microfilming Corporation ofjAﬁerica‘will .7:
be glad to-reéeive your'tape,in-its entiretyiand, Mr.

Buhner, you are in American history. )

Today. 1is January the 22nd Tuesday, and it's now two o] clock |
in the afternoon and I, Harry Woods, returned to Louisville,_
‘Kentu‘cky_' and we are now gcontin_'uing 'th_e life story of;the | '7 .
contributions Mr. Ed Buhner made to the birth and founding
of the American'Interstate Truckiné Industry. This record-
ing will be more or less ooncentrated to legislative, which
is the all important part of the birth of any organization,w

or any industry.

"Buhner: After reviewing the tapes I had given you{origin-?»ff

ally,-Mr: Woods, I thought it best that I review some of \¥}f3
. B )

&

»

.the history of organizing the truck industry“legislatively
"in this general area, and try to put it in its proper:; '

.sequence so‘it is more easily understood. Most of thesv ;Qu!

things'that I am relating now areralready in the tapes some-sw.

where but they are scattered throughout the tapes so this for

is an effort to get them in a more propet~ sequence. ergin-fi;
ally, "you asked me what got me into this type of workt and E
I don't think I gave you the & enswer ot the'time; 50«1-11

start with that. : “ffii‘j‘ 1h§‘£g; \

As I related in the previous tapesfmy background was actually
»-fertilizer manufacturing, and I was still quite a young man ;

e (:7 e_ . 7 Dol

7 %

A L%
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and started to work for my father when I was ahqut 2l years,

old. And we went through gulte a few years in which I
learned the basic business. And then ‘we came. into the - )
World War Two period (ne mean't World War One period) .
and I was still too young tb be drafted into the army.

Just more or less finishing high school and went to the¢
university a year or 8o, and then came back and became-

‘ permanently employed. ~The reason we went into the truckiné
business wag because I'personally had sort of a fascination
for the ‘movement of cargo by truck. I visited a few places
where they were doing rather extensive trucking and at the
partiEular time, I was courting which is now present wife,
who 1ived in Fort Wayne, Indiana. In this town was a
contract carrier that at that time was hauling quite a bit

i3
of merchandise for the Essex Manufacturing Company. They

had,; group' of White trucks. And I had several conferences
‘with this chap. I imagine probably more w1th the excuse .

to get to Fort Wayne than anything else at the time. But,

I got quite interested with what you could do w1th trugk ,
transportation after listéning to his stories. So, when -the g

.

depression actually hit, as I related previously here, the

sale of fertilizer hadvdwinqled tdﬁa point tovwhere-there it

wasn't much of a business left anymore, andrwe had to find";
a knew way of marketingiour fertilizer, and we then attempted
to, we really started delivering fertilizer just in the

& . .

neighborhood with trucks. Then we saw what we could do with 7;
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it and we keépt on building andsgoing out farther and v
farther and - delivering with truck. Instead of carloads,, 7
we had a market of less than carload;lots.‘~And actually
_during the time that we moved into truok deiiyery‘werin= ‘:‘,
ereased our husiness rather tha; snffering a loss., And L
we. then continued trucking of’fertilizer for quitera-number
of years. Actually, until we,finally soid the fertilizer 7
company; At:that time,ne had a nice~iitt1e snall fleet of
trucks doing a lot of WOrk for us. . They were all COmpanéz
owned. Company dfrivers. And we had pretty well conquered :
the safety‘end of 1t. In fact we drove fiye'years without'
a single chargeable accident. |

Woods: 'Mr. Buhner, would youscare to name the years

those were? . _ - . L
Buhner: _This was in the years from about 1950 to 57, was -

when we really expanded rather heavily in the fertilizer
manufacturlng plant, and the third one, S0 we had three B
manufacturing plants when the'time,we sold our fertilizer )
business and we at that time had gone from a real small
manufacturer until we were the second largest distributor

of fertilizer in the state of Indiana. 80, it was always'

with some regrets that we ever sold that business. ,But »

there had been so many radical changes in recent years that

it's doubtful tgﬁt we could have kept up with the industry.

Now to get haek tobhow I got into this legislative work.

Back in the years of about 1930, 3I, 32 and 33, shortly beforeji I
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the Motor Carrier Act our business was at a very low '

ebb and we decided to lodbk around and see what else we could
do. I had two brothere in business with me. I hadrtwo L
brothers,rather.. And we decided we would try to eétabiish

a truck line. And one of the saleeman'informed ue;at the;"
time that there was an operation of hauling meat from -
-Louisville to Chicago and wanted to know if we were interested.
Actually, startlng the trucking business was really the
general intention that my two brothers would that over and o
I would stay with the fertilizer industry, and keep on
operating it. What apparently happened is that we didn't

buy our first, which was a reéfer truck and we started
operating to ChiCago and we‘borrowed one truck from the
fertilizer comnany and that gave us a dally operation

between Louisville and Chicago.: We had one truck going to
| ChicagO'each,day and we had one truck coming back. )In the
earlier days we were ablertc~pu11 a semi-trailer and a

trailer, and We'had'one-unit that we acquired later on that~

we used on our . work between Louisville and Chicago and thaté;
was. powered by an Indiana truck. “About the time we started
operating that,the Indianailegislature passed a bill which g
prohibited the‘use of the four wheel‘trailer; or any two |
trailers in a combination. And that was the first:tine'that
I personally became. aware of the 1egislative powers that
Vwould possibly control trucking.

‘T knew severalhof the men in Indiana at that time and one of

)/// —
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them being Maurice Tucker and a few other mén. One man
_belng Merle Denny from New Albany,.Indiena. “And in a )
conference we decided that we'd better start a new truck

~

organization in the state of Indiana. It seemed like the i,

boys who had been working the 1egislature'the year before
and were badly defeated were at’compiete odds with the,mem-
bers of the legislature. Probably_mishandled tnem somewhat,
and we felt that if we wanted to doian efiective Jot before
the legislature we had to ﬁave a complete,change in tatics

and therefore we organized the new oréanizationr

‘Woods: Mr;>Buhner, yon mentioned the year,before, they

had failed. Could you recall that year? Would that be 19317
Buhner: I think it was 32. I don't think the Indiana
legislature met on the oddeyear. I think they met every.

two years. Then they restricted the trucks~in Indiana _ -
down to 40,000 pounds. Rather restrictive.‘ .
Woods: So that would be in say 1930, or 32 that they had
failed in the legislative session? _ 7 ' |
Buhner: = Yeah. So we went out and tried to find a topjman

in that respect'in Indiana and Mr, Sam’Slusser, aiso'had

quite an interest in trucking on- account of their contracts

with the farmer on the butter end. egg business. They werer

@

_big operators in the state of Indiana, and"he Joined,us.,
And then Mr. Tucker and myself and Mr. Slusser, we set up )
~ the formal organization of the Indiana Motor Truck Association.

And we then hired a Mr, Sam Hadden, to be our secretary and 7
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general manager.‘ And there were quite a‘nunber of‘othef;':
men: Mr; Merle Denny and George. Cowen and quite a number of f'
other fellas gradually came in.r So, ‘the next opening of the ,jh
legislature ‘We were confronted with the, what we called
'the second stroke;i from the railroad companynto drive the
trucks completely out of business. The first attack :' j
apparently was to restrict our'carrying capacity. And then - .
their second: attack was to tax uspout'of business. So,
with.our backs against the wall, we knew we had arfight on
our hands. "We either had to quit or fight. So, we decided
. to fight. - And having been in quite a number‘of the organi;
zations I was elected to be one of the men to go “to-the
Indiana legislature, and Mr.iMaurice Tucker and myself

then lead the legislative fight. And it got so interesting
to us, the challenge was so.big that thats apparantly Just
how I got drawn into the affair.‘ And not'having muchoof an’
idea of what would develope or What;was ahead of us. So

the second'round was the one I have related here, when the
railroad interest sponsored a bill'uhich'would have'put a
~five cent a mile tax on a truck carrying up to 40,000 pounds
gross., That in those days was a lot of money. That was, '
‘between’ Louisville and Chicago on a. fully loaded truck would
have been about 16, 17 dollars one way. That was consider-
~_able ‘more than we were paying the truck driver.

Woods : May I interrupt you hererto discuss this a little

further?
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, Buhner. Yes. - - ' 'ffi: .
Woods: * At this time I was running East with a truck and
I figured at that time it was running me around anywhere
betwe\\‘8 and 9 cents, maybe up to 10 cents a mile operat- ;
ing cost. Now with this five cents 8 mile, I remember this _
well when you fellas were having this legislative battle, -
if they had added on that five cents your operating costs
may have come just a 1ittle bit under the operating costs
of us fellas running to the East Coast. You may have come
'out about 8 cents a nile,‘T'cents amile operating, or '
,would &ou come out more in your day that you're speaking
of? I'm speaking of-tires and motor maintenance,'or did
you ever figure that down? | o
Buhner. Course thatt's almost 40 years back and I hardly
remember the figures but as-I recall we figured that we;had
 an overall cost of around, which included the driver and'fr ,
.;ail that, depreciatipn\ and all that, that 1t cost " us. pretty ,
close to 20 cents a mile. J/,;f g |
Woods: . Well, you see the difference in our figures and
yours, we were our own drivers and you're adding on the
driver's cost s0 now if you add on 20 cents 8 mile in here,
the state wants to put a 5 cent tax per mile, you've got
one fourth again, twenty five per cent added on, which could.~i
| break you. Which could put you out of business.' s
‘ Buhner} Yeah, of course this 1egislation disturbed us a

- great deal because we could see it was a. concentrated effort;%

T g
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on the part of‘the railroads,tobin some;manner or oiher'i‘
to drive us out of business. Course that made it to hecome
quite a challenge. 'Vf”j - . - L "'f;
As I related in a previous tape, there isrng need’of'repeatér
ing the detail of that, but after a terrific fight we — .
finally ,defeated this tax bill in the Senate. Even'after 2
it had gone through the House with a rather comfortable l’fﬁ?“
margin for the opposition. VWe were fighting it in the
House and we had to gather 6 votes, we were 6 votes of'being
‘able to stop it, and from then on the'rest of the story is
in here of how we finally accomplighed that. Then the,r
following year with legislativerwork the problem was to
start moving up again., To get back to where we were. By
Athat time we had made enough friends in the legislature .
‘and politically we were much better respected and all that,;
so we were then even given the honor of nominating a man
for the chairmanship for the Roads Committee in the Senate, :
and chairmanship for_the Roads Committee on- the House of.
Representatives, And these committees nonmaiiy handled all
the truck legislation. And 1t so happened that the two men
that we nominated happened to be personal friends of mine,
or acquaintances rather of mine and 80 when the administration
handed down the,various committee assignments we.noticed that
our men had'thbse chairmanshipsa 50 we felt‘bretty goedrahout.
that; ‘And we then were able to break, to start moving up,

--getting our truck laws all straightened out in Indiana, and

o =
& % _ .
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~of ¢ourse that's éhpt up now for over é<period.oflyeeré'i
and we're now up to the national sta,nderdin every: réé&iéct.,
About that time I moved 1Into Louisville, Kentucky, whefe .
we had our principal Operation and in the meantime we had
bought out a small truck line operating from Louisville to
Knoxville, Tennessee, As I recall the -man had’ four trué%s
and there was somervery nice tonnage in Knoxville. " The{;‘
principal one being the Aluminum Corporation of America,
who had a very large plant just outside of the city of N
Knoxville, and they immediately.gave us a quite a bit of
busgpgfs. At that time when we moved into Kentucky the
, Kentucky 1aws were still fairly liberal, but we hadn't
operated in Kentucky but about a year or so when the powers
Of the Oppoeition came into the legislature and they really
handed us -a package. And that was 8, ===- they rev1sed*the 7
.rlaws and cut us down %o 18 000 pounds gross, and actually
’we had beeﬂ Operating in Kentucky with about 45 000 so you,
can imagine»what that did to us and all the truck 11ﬁe§ in i
the state of*Kentucky.;;'
‘Woods Now, may I interrupt at this point Mr,. Buhner.
Number‘one T want to go back. Do you‘recall the name of
the trucking company you bought that ran out of here? o
Buhner. I think the name was Williams Trucking, because itbjg
was Mr, Williams that we bought it from and his son stayed |

with us for quite a number of years and worked with us.,

Woods. And secondly when Mr. Buhner speaks of the opposi-

-
g

)
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tion he means none'other than the railroads., And thirdly,'i

~I'd like to elaborate Just for a moment for the listener s
on this 18,000 pounds. I imagine that at this time you
had trucks that weighed almost -that. much didn't you?

Buhner: Oh xes. .
Woods: So this would mean the truck would'run empty.
It couldn't haul anything, which was the ideal goal of
legislation that the railroads were after.
Buhner; Well the equipment that we had was outlawed
immediately, so we used our pick up trucks. What we nor-
mally considered our small pick-up trucks. Twelve andl
fourteen, I think fihally-we went to 1l foot hoxesm Then
finally we also were able to have the Trailmobile manufac-
ture some complete aluminum trailers. But they'were only
16 foot aluminum trailers.' They were small, And with them
and a light weight tractorrue were able_to'haul up- to fi#e
tons of'freight. Not smore than five'tons of freight. The -
only reason we could exist is that, ---about'the only thing
_we could haul was high rated freight. But that was the first
attack of the railroads. We started examining then Just Ry
what our position would be in Kentucky. And We found almost'f
' the same thing to start with in Kentucky that we had in.
/Indiana. Kentucky did not have an association or anybody
of any'consequence toAspeak for the industry.l-The industry'
. had n0‘organization; -0f course, down state'Kentucky there

- were practically noroperators'and theré were only two or

Y - ’
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three. of-us in the city of Louisville. Solﬁe fellas

were at the point where we hadlto do the ofganizing‘and,we_:?f
'sort of studiéd ‘to see what our futdre wés‘in the:trﬁcking;-
1ndustr§. And whether we could continue to operate South

of the Ohio River or not. e ‘f

Then when that law went into effect it mean't that immedi-~
ately when _we hauled freight from Chicago or Nashville, or
Knoxville, oF Chattanooga, or any of those towns in the
South, we brought it to Louisville in larger trailers thenl
had to unload all of it and seperate it and put it 1n 7
these small plck-up trucks and then go on South. And then
ﬁé also found these pick-up trucksrwere harrassed wherever
they went, Of course it was very easy for us to uncover
where our real problem. was and that was we didn't have a
flghting organization,‘br somebody representing us. So we
got together and although I was not in the,organizatibn to
establish the new group it fell part my lot tbo get 1n on
the legislative end of 1t. ’ ' 77
The rallraods had no mqre than passed this when the next
seséion of the legislature they came wiﬁh‘qnother blll, | |
the ton'mile tax,‘and théy tfy to dO‘almQéf'the samé;thiﬁg‘;

to us‘in'Kentuckyrthat Indiana. And they were suécessfﬁl;.f

hey put a mileage tex. But, the bill was so badly written
and so‘badly administered that thevfollowing year we weref'
able to ‘have thing withdrawen from the books and from the e

_laws of the state of Kentucky. ,Aﬁmbdﬁring this time 1t was
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several years that we operated under 18,000 pounds.‘iwetf*'

By

had eny. number of problems. One big problem was being

harassed by constables. The state had a very old systems
of constables and they practically lived off of minor
fractions of laws and all that,: and they were even tackl-
ing some of the tourist trade that was coming through
there. Irritating an awful 1ot of people. o

In our study of the ‘technic and things that the railrosd
industry was using, of course it was very easy for us to
See their attack against trucking was by passing restrictive
weight laws and loading heavy taxes on the industry. By,
picking'first'Indiana and Kentucky their plan was; and it _
worked very successful, that they could stop the through _’:'
. traffic of Indiana,'they‘had accomplished guite a bit ) |
because Indiana was the crossroad the East and West traffic. ,
Then they came into Kentucky and they,-f- by doing Kentucky B
they stoppesthe movement from the Northfto the'South or

into the South. Then they were in Tennessee, and they |
sto;d very similar thing in Tennessee. »They restricted the
laws in Virginia which partially stopped the traffic from .

the East Coast down into Georgia and Florida. They . put
restrictive laws in the state of Alabama.' I think they were -
around 20,000 pound gross. Then in the state of Texas they

used-a different tatic. In Texas they ‘passed a la there B

that would permit only & certain tonnage to be hauled on a ;

- truck unless it went to a railroad statiom. . If it went‘tora '

+
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railroad station it,was:a'much 1esser,

somewhere in the record of probably~I'think it'eitht%

geven ton or even'less.A Tt was very, very resuj
. So we had a general pattern . And about the o; %'to
defeat this pattern was to work‘up some eort anbasv t-g’
to just how we would progress. - What we would

We knew the answer was in the legislatureéand here'else.f

operatorsj especially, the ones down State;
the stafe of Kentucky, having being deprive
position to not attract any industries., had practically
© no support'from down state truck operators, d what support

"from the automobile dealers because all

‘7ey“ere able to .

. sell at the time was the little truck. »Si ce'both Chevrolet

'and Ford did not manufacture the bigger t: ks. They were )

afraid the bigger trucks would replac heirdnd they would
be unable to sell us operators the t :fff'truck that we

‘required. .So they didn't have much;ﬁympathy in our story.

But we kept plugging away and in t . inferim we had made

’ state of Kentuchy

some Progress and werfinally got ti
through the efforts of'the GOVerﬁgering Johnson to helppus"
out to a certain extent. And in conversations, I was in _?;,.
his office with some other men, that he was there thig time,;;
‘on account of his call to us., He called us by phone and B
asked. us to come in, and he . said that we could not pass thel“

L Ll - . A
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,bill that we would Fike to pass, but he said 5'M§ybe, I

got- a little hope for you. * I have been talking to the o

railroad interest and I think I can get the’ railrgad in-?
terest to agree to- some sort of truck law tq glve us a
little telief and then he. suggESted as I recall 30 and 30
which was 30,000 lb.-gross and 30 foot length. So- we'
talked the situation over and I suggested to him, I said

. 'Governor, is it possible Qhat you could give us 32 feet”'

There - was some particular qfason for it at that time that .

we felt 32 feet. 'Hé said,¥'Oh, I don't’ think that that's
unreasonable,';and he saidf"Let me talk, to the boysrabout
it and we'll see.' 1If T ;, \get you' 32 feet, I 11 do it.;,gf
So a couple of days later he called me by telephone and he
said, That's agreeable with me and it's agréeable with -
'them.\ So he then more or less championed this change in

the truck laws of the state of Kentucky V '

Now, before that of course we: hadwvery 1ittle influence

in the legislature, but at this legislature we had at least
one influence~on our- side that helped us-a great deal even
then and in future years,rand that was we had the farm :
;interests on our side. And originally when the truck .
18,000 pound bill was passed and when‘ﬁ“/analyzed what was”
happening and where thggpower was to get a bill through o

the congress, through the legislature as fast as they did

- and with the overwhelming vote,,we come to find out that

the farm interest had voted for that. And the farm interest

~
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‘at that time were about the strongest 1obby in the Kentucky

legls 1ature. And from my personal interest experience 1n b
]ndiana I knew that the farm interest was very much interest-ji?
ed in better truck laws, Ln fact they: were very helpful to

us in the Indiana 1eg&\1ature and we ' reasoned then that we o
would have to somehow orgsenother break the-farm crowd away ili:;

from the raillroads. Take that strike away from the railroads,

So, we went to work and we started a little advertising

L

eampaign in their pubiication. The farm publication.i And 3

I remember one of the first advertising we had in there was

a little story about, 'these little pigs went to market in
Kentucky, and these’littlevplgs went to market in Tennessee,
and how much cheaper it was to get them to market and
terminal in Tennessee then it was in Kentucky. I thinl';l; the.
’costs was almost twice as much tQ haul pigs to the Kentuekv
market as it was in the adaoining state. ) -

This apparently irritated quite a number of .the farmers, this';f
Vadd did, and they said we were ridiculing the farmers.

We said, 'Ye have no intentions of‘ridiculing. We Just~want

B to show you how ridiculous this is, why you should vote for" _
restrictive when you re hurting yourself.: We dontt’ understand
1t.! And we had quité a little gonference with them, ‘And =
thev said, 'Well, we're going to have our executive committee- |

' meeting next week and we want you to appear. , So our asSOcia-

tion secretary went theré and appeared before them and he ex-';

plained the thing very thouroughly and they immediately agreed f
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that they would support truck bills. So we made one big -

faccomplishment that'we dic'by that;for our 1egiélative i

work that we‘took one of the politi:al ;oweréofvthe etate

away from the railroad interest. We broke up theirrplaye
houee, you might sa&l So from that point we were doing

8 little bit better job of operating trucks. We could

haul a litt1e4bit more pay loaiégnd it got to be & 1ittig_

bit betten'tyne'of business. . ' '

But we were still. being harassed terrifically by'a lot of -

the constables. ‘They had tricks of their own} Even went

to the extent of sometimes kicking out the tail light on 7

a truck ano\then arresting us for having broken tail »

' lights, and all those things. So that was a real headache
we had with them. So then we etarted preparing ourselves
for the next move of_trying to get the weight laws up in
the state of Kentucky. About that time the war was on us
and I had been recommended to some of the'men in the Office
of Transportation to come up there and helnithem with some
of their work. ©So, I accepted the poeition for a period -
I said I would stayieix months and that was all. So, then
I went on into Washington; and then I found myself in a
rather enviable position which I didn't realize would have
the entire affect that it actually finally. did have’ and
that 1s when we starteg writing rules and regulations that

trucks should operate we had .in mind that we should get the

maiimum efficiency out of a truck. And that mean't that we
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should load every truck -as near as capacity‘ae Me:couldé?
By that we were eliminating a lot of waste miles which
saved tremendous amcant of gasoline but'one'cf thefmainr
objects that ‘we saved was the use of rubher'whichiﬁas
probably one of the most critical items ye had in World'
War Two. So then we came- across, which I have related
that we had the problem of determining what is the |

. capacity of a truck, as I have related previously to this time.f
At that time and earlier the capacity of a truck was re-
ferred\to ton and a half, two and a half three and a half
and five tone trucks, and that. Well that actually did
not describe the capacity of a truck. From my experience,
and I had done’quite a bit of studying and workingVWith
the tires in trying to get our tine costs down in our opera-
tion. We even had & man from the Goodyear Tire and Rubber
Company to come into-our company and spent about L tQ 5 7
months in our company shoying"us how to get the maximum uee
out of tires. He was a real tire engineer, -and Iflearhed

from him. So, I made a propose to this- group that we use

th arrying capacity of a tire as to the vehicle that would

describe the capacity of a truck. So we had ten tires,,ahd

at that time,the ten hundred twenty'ﬁaa pretty‘well‘stahdardf
80 if we had ten tires on a truck and ‘trailer we would -hayef, )
a carrying capacity of 45,000 pounds., And that was Just B ;
about the normal. And that any other vehicles having smaller

9
- tires would be of less capacity. So, by proposing this to
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the group the” group immediately accepted the whole idea,

' ,and it was through them that we finalized the order and,‘
d?ter some manuvering back and forth§%he U.S. Bureeu‘of_
Roads finally agreed to that formula providing we wouid;"
state that 40,000 pounds_gould be;zIAsdppose youfd call

it the minimum gross vehicle weight.l\E?e/ﬁ6:660poundsl
weight plus vehicle weight pretty well 1eveled out ther
actual carrying weight of the truck, beceﬁseryou had -

eight tires on the traller axle and rear trector axle;v
combined and then there were two tfre%*on the front of the
truck. But the two tires on the‘front_of the truck could
only carry about three_thousend pounds anyhow. So actually
it was very, very close to then, very maximhm, 50 we agréed
to accept that;"And that then was'writtenrinto the Federal
Register- and became Federal Law. That ;mﬁédiately had a
tremendous affect uponjthe state of Kentucky where we were .
operating ‘because that mean't that immedietely ellrthe S
vehicles we had in Kentucky, not all of em, but a great
many of the vehicles that we’operated up,in Indiaﬁa coﬁld
‘g0 all the way through to Kentucky: ‘We had a 1itt1e problem §
here and there with license but the major thing was that

we could _operate trucks through from the state of Indiana"
~down into Kentucky

That also had a very big wholesome affect upon the states
of Tennessee and Virginia, and I th Alabama,,anq even

down in Texas. It halped a great deal over there’,thk'outlgw'f
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that they had there, So, that just about tells the story
from the legislative angle that I was involved in from
Indiana, Kentucky, and-going down, Incidently, Georgia,
was in this thing too. Georgie,had gestricfive trade )
laws, and that helped them break up the stronghold fhat
the railroads had on these various states. Nowf*i’minot
sure .about Louisiana, down there, but at least I've given@i
enough stateg to indicate that that made a tremendoue'
difference. And then after the war was over with and'

"of course all these were recinded‘;t became much easier
to go into the states and then get the legis;eture to Qr
change therlaws.v In the meantime, as I have stated some- -
where in these tapes, in the state of Kentucky we were
always confronted with the opposition saying, 'Well, the |
bridges. The bridges won't hold it, andkthebroads won't
hold it,? and‘allithat. That was their éeneral talking
but they never came_up with any-ététiStioe to'prove.any-
thing, but Just telk. Talkingrand whathusedhto’be their
power in the legislature.\\So, 1ﬂ-order to offsef some of
their talk and all that, we eﬁployedra Vefx capable highway
engineer. In fact he had been state highwey,engineef of
Kentucky and then later became cheirman of the hiéhwayi
commission of the state of Kentucky."So he knew the situeé 'f
tion in Kentucky. So, he and his crew made quite an enginee-~
bring report for us., And when he finally finished the re~

//’bort and,gave,ue-the-report it shown that there were nine
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bridges in‘the‘state of Kentucky that could notvcomply,:_":'c‘
or were rather dangerous for the keight:of truoks, and; | J
he made the comment, 'That the sooner we get rid of these
nine bridges the state will be a whole lot better off.

So, when we came down for the hearing, at that time, the
railroads immediately-COngfonted the;coﬁmittee.that was
listening to all this; this'railroad story that the high= -
ways wouldn't carry it, ahd the hridges wouldn't carry

it, and all that. So, I mored to put the former state:
highway commission on_the stand‘%ith the englneering re-
port and laid the entire report before the,coﬁmittee, and
the committee was rather,aﬁazed and even to what the
highWay commissioner,testified too. ‘So it was no dquestion
there then as to, that a lotrof the~railroad's opposition -
actually had no basic foundation to ?t at all. It was Just
. all plain talk. ' |

And then of course, all the other work. That was just only
part of the work.» But, all of. the other work that was ,

" done that when we came to the legislature that year we had
pretty well organized the state politically, We had gone
out, and with the'help of some men whO'hneﬁ’their way
around politically, and those men had selectedrarlot of

men to run in oﬁposition in theprimary,.against'these men;"
especially, thoee men thatreere known to be on the railroa&
- payroll. That's in the off season they were on the payroll o

~ and some were on a yearly retainer basis. That when the -
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primary was over with we had defeated g8ix of their top

men ; SQnators, who hag been in the oenate. So, then we )
did almbst the same thing in the House. So,'when we went
to the legislature we had enough friendly votes to pass )
the truck bill- that we had, and I.think that was probably<“

- one of the biggest shocks that the railroads ever got in '

this state, SQ@;that's how we deﬁeated them in this state,
and got this etate going back to permit good trégsporta-
tion in the state of Kentucky. '

Woods: Mr.PBuhner, may I go back over and question you f
on a few of these’l

Buhner: Yes. _h . o oo \
Eggggr You covered some of truck history s most vital
points theﬁekpertaining to the history as to why it's in
_operationFtoday. Let's'go,back now to the state of,Indiana.
The femoue'BS legislative battle. You, Glen Slénkér,r
Maurice Tucker, Slosser, Morgan, these menj you fought there
a bill aimed by 22 or 23 railroad lobbyist poured into P
that state to take the _pocket book away from the trucker A
on the t&x.A Their aim there to destroy. trucking was through -
tax. Nog, you left there and came down into Kentucky and |
you were‘confronted with the same thing, and plus that

. the weight and length laws, and now through this legislation"
) in Kentuoky ydu founded the ten twenty tire. The Minimum '”
Cand maxi;um weight laws; 45,000 pounds. Length up to 32 o

.feet. You destroyed the railroads unproven but much claimed

—-"".:!
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' theory that these trucks made it dangerous for bridges

and this and that, And what I'm building up ‘to here,

with the passage of this in Kentucky affecting 80 many
states North and South acted as a precedent, or we sayvr<
this legislation in the stete of Kentucky acted as a -
Stare Decisis cése,for trﬁcking thronghout.the'whole

United States. I don't want to build this up more than

it actually'deserves but would you agree that through

these all important measures here pretaining to-trucking;'
such as, weight lawsi the tire, the length‘laws; the true Y
finding of the tonnage of a truck. Ton end a half, two

ton, three ton truck. The defining.of that. The highway
\§§ and bridge constructions being proven mostly all
fallacy from the railroad's claim and putting facts before
a legislative body to vote on which ended up in voting in
favor of‘the things you people proposed,_you as a lobbyist.
representing trucking.ﬁ This actually foﬁnded a Starev
Decisis case for trucking to.be looked npon'as acting es

 a precedent inAother stateél - Would you'egree?; o
Buhner:' I think there {is some truth to tnat; ' _
Woods: Would you agree that there's gaite'a bit of truth',;‘
‘to 1t? : ' o

5
g L4

Buhner: | Yes, f%éuppose. Yee,tl think it was'the reai '
turning point. 7 | - ;
Woods: If I might put a piece on this tape. A 1ittieété .
bit of informetion that Mr. Buhner may be eble to elaporate
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on more than I did. This tire situation hes:?ne'verfbeen;
talked upon too mnch'among these tabes, yet5§yenback'in

my day, Irknow we played with the eleven:twé;ﬁy?twortire,'
and I suppose you have. - S o
Buhner: Yes. - 7: : jﬁ?i

Woods:  And we found it Jjust too big a tire for highway
running ‘on our long hauls, you know, and it Was too ex-'
pensive for us to start with. | | 4 |
Buhner: Yeah, we used quite a few of 'em, and we found
one’ thing that was a hinderance to it. The twenty'two inch
tire made the vehicle to high for mostrof the shipping
platforms. So we had to go down back to thertwenty inch
in order to -level eff at the Shipping platfhrme. e
Woods : I've even seen it where those docks in the East.
~Those—] }ittle—e}d~éeeksj—yeunknow,_that_were_for_huggies____,___
you might say they just wouldn't let us, if you had a )
twenty two inch tire on, they weuldn't'letiyou'intggtheir
doch,because the men had to‘practically have'an eletator

to get the freight up off of it. But,: I ‘would say that

this bit of legislation that we're speaking of here actually
is probably the most important to the birth of the industry
to make it really an industry. It was the most important
leglslation everrpessed. Still I'm going to ask you, would
you'agree with me? - 7 7 :
Buhner: Yes.' I agree with you. But to the~standnointlifﬁ

_think as far as 1egislation Just in Kentucky. That was

»
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. alright for the state of Kentuckyvand'sort of & pattern.
But, when we‘were able to get'the federai i;y through thé
Federal Register and able to bringithat,up‘to 40,000
pounds, we showed the‘legislators in the various states

;;here they hadrthese restrictive laws that the u0,0CO |

pounds was not doing’ the damage»and that they neéded'that

in order to not retard interstate,commerce; and a lot of
people, shippers and all that, were getting a little bit

more satisfied .and they started getting behind that. I

think that was the real, in my 0pinion, the realj:f

point 1is when we were able to get through the Office of
Defense Transportation the 40,000 pounds as a Eederaﬁ law.
Woods:. Now, when you went through the.foice of;Defense
Transportation, the ODT;-&ou did not have to go before
——Gongress—~—&ust~as—1ong—as~the—Offiee*ef—Defense—Qranspef

&

“tation would accept it.

Buhner: - Yeah. You see it was a war 'measure,
Woods: It was a war measure.

Buhner: Yeah, and so as long as it’ was published w1th the
Federal Register it became law, 7 A A ,
" Woods: Well, Mr. Buhner, I would say this is StarerDecisis.x
I would say that by going through the Office of Defense
Transportation and putting this over that this was the final ;
blow. You and Maurice Tucker and these men in the state of -
Indianarcertainly backed up, or slowed the railroads, to

show that you nen were fighters. But, when you came,down:

g ’(‘,
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here and went this far why then I believe from that time
-on you more or less had the raillroads reelly;as\;b gfeat'
threat. There is always a threat., o - R
Buhner: . There was also one rather unusual situatfon in -
'the state'of'Kentucky. The weight laws. rThe'18 000

pound welght law in the state of Kentucky did not apply

to buses; yet buses had a gross of about 36 to 38, OOO
pounds. The buses. And they didn't help us because they
{were completely'out from under the lew, and they kept.eway.
But, they somehow or anothef, in their manuvering, had been.
able to keep themselves eut from under this law that the
rallroads were not too anxious. T;ere was one rather amusé '
ing thing that happened at that time that I was personally
‘involved in after, I think, the 32,000 pound bill-was

.__passed; There was a bridge right at Carrollton, Kentucky

aeross the Kentucky River., A rather substantial bridge,
ahd-that‘s almost at the point where the Kentucky River
flows into sthe Ohio. The highway commissioner at the time
permitted the tfucke to operate up to 30, 000 pounds, but '
when it come to this bridge he put 8 1limit of 20 OOO pounds,
on this bridge; We were not permitted to cross that bridge »7
with arioad higher than that. That was the ruliiné he’put
out, So, we went over and chatted with the fellow and he
listened to us and he said, 'No, 1t's 20 000 pounds. I
dbnit know of never figured it our whether the 1ittle town
- didn't like trucks coming‘through the toWn, or whether he'



Buhner & ) '; L 7”[ 229 -

had obligations to the -railroad indugiry or'not;,but,'her
- was uery'adamant. So,‘when we saw'wegcouldn{t‘ohahge' '
his mind I said to him; 'I,supposeryou‘know howrmuch‘q
bus weights don't you?' And he'séid 'Oh, no, and I 3
.sald, 'Well, a bus weighs empty, Just the ordinary single o
axle bus empty will go about 36,0007pouhds._ Now when you
load that you'll be'someuhere around 38't0740,000 poundé.'
And I said, 'Now, if one o& those buéesfgoes‘through thié,'
bridgo and you said this bridge‘won't hold that logd,,you're'
going to be dead politically.' Heisoft'of covered up, but

he realized then how silly, and today they are crossing that
same bridge with loads up to 65,000 pounds. But, those |
are just some of thé things we had to put up}with.

Woods: Did he back off then? -
— Butmer+— No; he-dtdntt,No-he-didnit, —But; lateron he ——

ran for political office dnd‘he was defeated. And I don't

think it was us. ‘ ‘.
Woods: ‘ What did you have to do at that time?. Reroute to
go around that bridge°' ' 7 h
Buhner. I don't know: what we did. No, we couldn't very
well reroute, Oh, I know now, we went through Indiana.‘
Went to Cincinnati. This was on the Kentuc&y side 80 we
Just'crossed.' So we Just crossed from Indiana and went
through Indiana and went through Charleston and up through
‘that way. It was a little bit farther, I think, around 25,

30 miles farther. - e



Woods: = You know it amazing to. the 1istener 88 to the little
tricks thesce towns did to get rid of you. If you don't '
mind my putting this in your tape, Mr. Buhner. I llrnever-"
forget this little town. | Oh I can't recall its name.

It was on the Netw England coast in Connecticut. All at

. once they come up: ‘with a big sign out at both ends of the
town, quite a ways out, that all trailer trucks had to take

a route around the town because theyKhad avlow viaduct in |
the town. Well; it was sort of'strange to‘me because we'd
been g01ng, you know, through the different places. But,

/

for about three years we _hated this town because we had to
run five miles‘out around country roads and everything to
get around this town. And if I could see it on a map I

Vcould remembér the town imnediately, but I can't remember

'right now off hand.- but. anywaytonEfday—f“camefup—there—————+
eleeby from New Yorﬁ and you know how we drive night and o
day and it was.sunny and I was sitting there half asleep

‘and half dozed and I went right on into thd town, you know,
and never once give it a thought. And I was empty, Ed. ‘
'That means my trailer was at least 6 to 8 inches higher ’

than when loaded and I come up and I all at once really

come out of it when I was going down to° go under the viaduct
and I thought, 'Oh, oh; ‘there "goes trailer and all, and to

my surprise I come right out the other side of it, you know,

never even toucheds: So, I got out and traffic wasn't much.v;'
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and I backed that trailer up under'it'and I 1dd§éd'and'§
even at the high point I _cleared that, and I had a pretty
good sized van and my trailer cleared theat Viaduut by - o
about nine, ten inches. So I passed the word- -and within a B
month every truck in the country was running through thiu,A .
little town. But, those were littleipoints that PheSé,
towns in order to drive you out, after all, you'did make
noise a lot and you'd go through there all hours of the
night and they didn't like this.7 Did you have something
else td adad here. : N (
-Buhner. I covered the harassing'py the constable and I
» probably should say that by the time we passed the main
trucﬁ law, the Governor of Kentucky, which was Earl Clemens,i
-took upon himself to outlaw the old constable system.] He -
~ftook»that~upenehimse1f~—and —he- cieared*that thing for us.,
And he -aid- that notonly for us but ‘he did for all the other
; people, rassenger cars and everything. ‘
Hoods:: Let's spesak a 1ittle~bit on former Governor Earl »5
701emens. He proved out to be very helpful to you did he not‘P
Buhner: - Oh; yes.. Oh, yes. ey y o
Woodsi ‘ And today he's with the tobacco interests as a
lobbyist in Washington, D. C., is that right°
Buhner‘ Yes. LT R o - - fgrr
Woods{ We ought to bring him hack.here,and'putiupla statue
of him, | | | ' - = e
‘Buhner: . lKes; He's a very{ very fine gentlemen.r

~
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Woods ¢ He doesn't live here anymore, he moved downithere
didn't he. i
Buhner: He still has his farms here in Western Kentucky, ..

and he'srstill somewhat of a political power here in the

»

state, But, he represents the tobacco industry up there.
Woods: - ‘Do you have some more notes there? h
Buhner: I think that's about all. I think most of these.
Did we talk about, I think mention. Yes. I know we men-,
tioned Sam Niness in here. He's the one that helped on the

40,000 pounds cause it fit his organization just right.

Woods: Sam, who? ~
Buhner: Sam Niness ' . ' -

Woods:  Well lets. It doesn't hurt if it's on there.

Bring it out. ,Be sure we get it.j |

Buhner: Going back to the establishing the 40 OOO pound
minimum, during the uar.‘ One of the gentlemen that support-
ed 1t a great deal was Mr, Sam-Niness. Nei-n-e-g-se Who is
still employed in'the‘truckﬁbusiness today; in fact, he's

president today‘of‘one of the large tank truck operators.

And this thing was espec1a11y suitable to them because with

~a tank truck there 1is Just so many pounds they can carry,

and they couldn't very well overload and so it was a *'C_
perfect answer for him, and he gave a great deal of support
to this. And the other man that gave a great deal of support
was Jjust recently retired as the president of the Firestone

Tire and Rubber Company. He wag in. the Office of Transporta-i



tion with us boys and he more orrless was looking after
the rubber end. And when we proposed this method why he
said, 'I'11l know that we'll support it and I'11 make -

sure that the other major tire companies will, ! ,and he
said, 'I'll let you know in a. day or two.! " And he ‘came

in and eaid, '"Well, we're very much in favor of that.!'

So, we had a lot of support.on‘that'thing. The president
was Bob., I think I've got him in the tape there. I'm
sure 1 have. | !

Woods:  Well, let me ask you oneé that'is more modern.

You know today usrconscious minded individuale, we try .
to keep up with these Federal laws, yet. And I just
wonder about these buses, If they've still got an in,

If they've got an in with Amtrak or something, I wa.s
driving;down from Chicago yesterday to you and I'm trying
to do 55 mile an hour on_the'road, which.gets to be pretty
hard to do with the traffic going by'you,land'you get
thinking, 'Gee, am I the only guy'trying to live un to
this laws But here come these Greyhounds. 'Boy, when '
they pass you they're doing 75. And they go right. by and
there's state troopers sitting there in their squad cars,
and just looke at 'em, and you know, nothing is. said. So,
I wonder if they are immune to the Federal 55 mile an hour

state highway law. But, they always did have preference;

Always.
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Buhner: Yeah, Now, there's one more item, -
Woods : Good. i

Buhner: 'lIn the passege of some of'theitruck billézin
later years as we're going along. Of egurse, we always7
had the problem of taxes. As to how much tax we were‘to
pay and all that. And there was a period that there was
apparently quite a bit of overloadiné going on on trucks,'
At least it was pretty hard to explain away.

Woods: No, No, Mr. Buhner, there never was. Never in
the history o? trucking.

Buhner: So, finally I know we were criticized about it
a‘great deal by some of those men. I think it was started
in Indiana that they had this progressive‘tax law and so
if you got so many thousand pounds overload why I think
the tax;® the fine was up to five hundred dollers, or
something 1like that. So, when that law came up why we
fellas pretty well supported that thing for the simple
reason that in those days there was#; tremendous amount of
Vchiseling going on in frelght rates. And then we had the
shippers, it wagn't only in the truck operators, wevhad o
shippers that w%ild load your truck and.tell you they had 'u»ieg
twenty thousand pounds on it, and actually you had Lo, 000
poundsg The first thing you know you%were going down the
highwé§’with a dangerous vehicle, You were busting tires.

You had all those things. So, we pretty well supported

that thing. Expecially, the- big overloads, and I think that



Buhner 235?i

has been pretty well cleaned up. In,the,meantime<of,ceafserf
a lot of those fellas have now leafhed to'pgt.the prober' B
amount of tires on a truck, and that helped on that thing
too. And I know that a Yot of ‘boys. in those days were
pulling trailers with eight and a quarter tires:on tr&ihé

te haul 12 and i5 ton on !em,'and gotdown the highway ahdv
bingo would go the tires. = | - \i
Woods: Well, Mr. Buhher, I alwyas considered you and’Mf.
Maurice Tucker my close friends, but now I find out where

it all 1lies, I'm going to go home and erase all these

tapes and notify The New York Times. I wrote a whole book
‘based on the overloads we hauled from the Middlewest to v

the East.

Buhner: We weren't angels either.

HQQQ&" I know one fella put on a tape, he said, 'Well,

when the IC Motor Carrier Act was passed, I had been running -
all the roads you know.' So, he said,,'I went down there

to get this grandfather permit, where they wereijust suppoee&'
to hand it to me.’ Heisaid; ' found -out that they'didn't 1_
just hand it to you. Se,'he said, 'I soon learned that 1f
you'could lie as ‘good as the'next guy, " and produ just a ,
little evidence,' 7SQ,'he said, 'I wnet back down there that
time and I was the WOrid's'greatest liar.! Andlhe said,:'I
had fake evidence all over.! And he said, 'It worked, I
ceme out with permits. | o

Buhner: Yeah, there was a 1ot of that.
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Woods : What 8 interesting on the overloads is in the book o
1 wrote, 'Third Morning Delivery,' I stressed that in &
sense the‘gypsies and wildcatters, Wildcatters wes What i
they were called in the Middlewest, and the same men in -
‘the East was called a gypsy,ryou know. They became outlaws
by hauling overloads to paytﬂheir bills, because éach trip |
had to pe&. ' : . o é&
Buhner: Yeah, |

Woods:: | However, I contend that by.them doing this and
being picked up evefy so often and this b?ouéht'this '
attention all the time, in one way aided topfoVe that they
had to have something done. That these men had-to haul
bigger loads. No%, I remember the state of Indiane, very
early. 36. You'é remember th;s: ‘We'd come out of St.
Leuis, or Chicago, or the Middleweet, if‘we wanted to we
cOth haul almost anything at that time acrosé'Indiana'as
long as you went to the nearest JP and pay him twenty five

" dollars you could-go on across the state. Did you know
that. We'd be loaded way over and just go to 'em, and
right on across. Well 1ater, I suppose through the finag=-
lings of you and Mr. Tucker. I'm just kidding. Then it
got to be, when you had your weight laws, then it got to be
"a penny a pound over soO much. Then it got to be after 80 -
many mbre, it was two cents a pound. Then finally it
worked up. We' were always 8O over; we was working on the

" ten cents a pound rate. But it did play a part,'in;getting;ﬁ;;
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BuHner: Stabilized.
Woods: Stabilized.

T

Buhner: Stabilized and rate making too. o
Woods: Yes, it did. B
Buhner: A lot of the shippefs were Jjust chiseiing'the_
life out of the truck operators. They were ab9ut as much
cause of the overload as the truck oberator himself; -
Woods: Now,-I know I used to leave the Middlewest. I
wouldn't go unless I was wéy 6verloadedrand was gettihg
so much a ton, or it j—st didn't pey me to make the»run.
The same on the return, I'd get this real heavy f;eight.
Buhner: I remember very distinctly over in our'yard one
day, I walked by and I saw thatrtrailer, and I looked at

‘it and saw the fires down a little bit. I saw the axle

I mean, the"springs, and I said, '"What's on this truck.
Has anybody weighed i1t.' And they said, 'No.' I said,
'Suppose you take it over here to the scale éndeeiggﬁb~
this truck.' I saild, 'What's 1t billed of. Let's take a
iook at it.' Here we opened it up and hére was some green
lumber, on this truck., And, I séid,'th, oh, I'1l bet
that trucks #ay overloaded.' Went'evgr there~and scaled -
and I think the trailer wgs set. for a carrying caphéity R
of ab;ﬁt ten or eleven ton., I think it was 599§§ 24 ton,
but the weigh bill said eleven ton.

EQQQE‘ The one thing that amazes me today is they always

' claimed that we tore up the roads with trucks, you know.
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Ang, 1 w111 g& a]ong with that on the extent of the: frost \\
‘law.& There was =-- there definetly were a problem there
where conqret@ has~frost‘onjit end,it's_not frozen solid -

.you do tend to break down; but I;like to bring'outbthEtr;;

a car will break down just as much when the road is in that

shape. I remember roads that they used to say that we were

tearing down .and I go through them now,—Mr.‘Buhner, when I

go East, I go off the rpoad and look, and the same roads are/

still there and trucks going over them Jjust iike always
And I don't know how much’mainteq?nce, but----- S
Buhner: Well, it's been proven that meny a time{e’stretch .
of roed that has been detached end haSn;t been used at alli;
for a year or so and 1s in worse shape_thaﬁ when used,

Woods: Yeah, it will break up immediately from frost and
that., Well, I beiieve we have covered-quite a bit accept

the last one I want to'ask you. You've gone through all -
kind of problems with trucking. Now,‘this modern time,
because of the government interference of fuel laws. of

fuel shortage. Trucking right now as you know are faced
with major problems. Truckers are blocking the highways,
claiming that the fuel is too high, and that there is no":r'
fuel shortage. That it's all a fake and that they've done
this just to get more money out of them. And then the speed
1aws.v Now, I'd 1like to ask you one thing first, as a very

experienced truck operator., How about this. speed° As a

¥

~“'youngster, I found out ifX} drove fast I could run the hills._*
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Run way up on & hill before I had to shift. I 'actua.’lly':' i
got to New York;faster. Now, how about this speed with

a truck. From your'experience does/a truck use more’

fuel when it is loaded and running slower on a highway

than it does when it is running a faster speed, Do‘you
think that this lowering the speed limlt saves fuel? '
Buhner: I'm not so sure that 1t saves any large quanity
of fuels, I think there probably is some savings, but I'mA
not so sure that it saves a great deal. I think that -
probably a good case could be made either way on this thing. .
I think it depends a great deal upon the terrain and where
you're running too. Take out West where you're‘bucking‘

a strong headwind it's bound to take a lot more power to
move the freight and that's when you start eating up your
fuel: : , a .

| Woods: And the hills. If a truck approaches the bottom
of a hill doing 55 mile an hour and the hill is a rather
.long one, he's gonna have to shift down in low gear and
crawl all the way up that hill, where if he can approach
the- bottom of the hill at & speed of TO mile an hour he's
gonna run a long ways up that hill before he has to---
Buhner: That's right. '

Woods’ Now, do you approve of these truckers doing what
A'theydid'7 Blocking the tollways. You had as big a problem
as they had and you didn't block eny tollways, or highways.f

Buhner: I don't have too much sympathy We were thro
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the World War, and we had problems that mere much greaté} L
than they are today., We had problems, of course, tires
and fuel, and we had the problems of wearing out our equip-

ment with no replacements. o 2

Woods:  No replacements. Those werefthe pointf:
hoping you would bring out. What I ﬁould 1ike*‘

s

people to be reminded and I'm suré you would; ruckers

today can still go in and buy new tires anyw'ere they want

to buy'fem. ?heyrcan go get a newitrailer. TPey can get a
new motor. What their main complg&ntfis,vislthe.slomer ,
speed. Now, this they cleim‘is”hreaking-them; Now you

take a coast to coast truck line; it's taking them another
day tomake the trip across, which under today's high competi-
tive can cost them. But, we were high competitive in our
day, and time is yery essential. That's the only thing I 11
put in their favor is that they might have anﬂ&;guement on
the speed and on the time, But, beyond that I don't believe
that they'reallv have a legal or a good arguement to put up,A
Buhner’“ There might be obsolete cases, but'it's'like -
everybody Jjumping on the band wagon and of course you'll

find out that a 1ot of these trucks we're speaking of here
are being operated by private industries and these are
“drivers that want to get home earlier and it's more of a
personal thing with tem than it is the equipment endof it.
And in coming down the h-ghway last -night I noticed that '_

several of them. 1 was driving 55 mile an hour which I
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normally do gnyhow as it ‘only takes me 5 minutes 1onger

to get from my home town. In fact when night comes 1 don't :
'like to drive over 55 mile an hour, and I noticed thet L
quite a few of these private industries mere‘in town just
bawling the jack down the road. Ofrcoﬁree, those drivers
were wanting to get home. I think that that'e'more orras
much as it is as some of the other, |

~Woods: You see we have tmo major factors'here. You here
a coast to coast pompany operation, The driver takes an
e;tra day, it doesn't bother him at all. He' gets extra-
ﬁbtel room, He gets extra feed. Food bill, He gete an
extra day's wages. But, the independent that owns his
truck running back and forth, that bothers him. So, it's

a two way split. But, I still don't feel ~--=- The only
arguement I believe they dorhate is the speed. Thets all,
Buhner: .In the convention this fall,‘in the middle of
November there, the organized trucking industry, -- most of
those men were hoping that they could get 55 miles an hour. -
They saild that we can 1live pretty well with 55 miles, ‘but

of course we'd like to have more, but we can,live pretty

well with 55 miles an hour. V |
“Woodsg:  Well, it's ‘1ike one told me,. he said, 'If wejcan get
55, we know our trucks can run 5 miles an Hour faster and

the state troopers won't bother us, So, that's putting us:
up to a 60 mile an hour bracket and we're all right.!' Now,

I want to ‘bring up, 1n closing, one more 1mportant subJect =
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and 1'd 1ike for &our'opinion on it. T travel arodnd

quite a bit and I hear from different sides of the field.rr
Now, when I'm with you, Mr. Buhner, with Mr..Tucker, with

Mr. English, with Mr, O'Niell, with Mr. John Ernsthausen,‘rr
and you men that all created the industry. You men found-

ed the American Trucking Associations, which we will all .
agreé¢ that has done tremendous to make this one big industry .
work. Do you believe that as the years have gone by, and"
touched upon'this once before,vbut'not to this extent. I
find that they are still manufacturing trucks every day,

and the Common Carrier; even though he's enlarging his
commodities to haul. ,You know, he's taken on newer things
that he can haul all the time. . And the Regulated Common
Carrier's Conference 15 one branch of the ATA, and thej

ggree on this and then don't they in turn, once they agree
on it, tell their lobbyist, and the lobbyists get to work

and beat the bandwhgon get this field;taken under the ICC .
or under the Common Carriers, So they are constantly in-
creasing their'field of hauliné. Yet, you take theserhig
companies like Kenworth and Peterbiit which are owned ‘

by the same company, and then the White Freight Liner, which 'ﬁ
-was founded by your old friend LeLand James, and Brockway B
and Mack. They are still turning out more trucks every day
from their factories, “and more trucks than the,Common Qarriersg
can possibly nse, so that means that_their sales force has4to’

“hit the independents. , They have to.sell these trucks. Now,
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these trucks will cost anywhere from-SO up to 60, 62, 006"
dollars. ' These men will go to Kenworth and put 1000 dollers
down and get a_ tractor and ,they go over to Fruehauf drtheA?E
fact that they got a tractor Fruehauf,willrgive will give?
them a trailer with so much down and insprance;i What I'm
driving at do you believe that the independents are growing
in numbers’ enough, and the ATA doesn't really, truthfully ) -
recognize them as we wouldrnormally think, they do recognize
the Comnon Carrier. They ere a Common Carrier organization.
They "are not an independent'trucké}‘s organization. Do%vou‘-
believe becauee the.independghts are growing‘in number, Mr.'
Buhner,-that the ATA might be losing some of its represent-
ing powers. The mass nunber growing all the time is forming
in different'organizations eround the country. The National
Council of Independent Truckers. This radicalipublication,
'Overdrive,! organizing'them under; 'Road Master,' now, I"
call them radical.' Mr., Parkhurst, I think his name is, the
chief editor, hefs a died in the wool believer that the“ATA
is not doing right by the'independents, or{in'noﬁway aécount-
ing for them,'but Just stealing from them allrthe time, and
he claims that they are, taking their constitutional rights
away. He has gone to Mr, Friedman, a famous economist _
who had a big article agreeing,with Mr, Parkhurst in Overdrive:
magazine that the ICC should even be changed and dll'of that{ ;j
Done away with., Do you believe the American Trucking Associ&»ﬁ

tions may not be. representing enough truckers or are losing




\ o : - - : ) ®

their power in any way.

Buhner: I havn't personally ~-=-

Hoods : Of course you've been away from trucking for a
few years, | ‘ A

Buhner: T personally havn't been confronted with that
poslition at all but of course I've been somewhat inactive
for. the last ten years. But, I do notice thatrthere are

8 great many more trucks and truck operators on the highway.
And one of the things that I notice a big growth is in the
private trucker. The private induStryf Like’éven General
Electric. The various whiskey people., Theyive.all got
thelr own transportation; A lot of.'en. Now, I don't '
know whether they are catering’to these'drivers or not. I
suppose a lot of those drivers really don't belong to the
union, so I really don't know whats completely behind that Y

atory. At all, From what I see the state associations,are n

getting more members right,along,.and I think a lot ofthzs€->\

people are going into the state associations, Of course -the
state association owns the ATA, 50 ==m=- | _ ‘
'HQQQQ' Well, in that sense then the ATA would still be
holding its power and its representation.

Buhner:* Oh, yeah. = The ATA is completely controlled by the

%

state associations. 'We set that thing up originally in the N

referred to Buhner Committee., It is controlled by . the states
Aand not the other Way down;' Now, in that whole situation'of

: course you ve got a little more power now from the great big

¥
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. truck operators that we .never had beforei” Like Consolidated

Freightway and those fellas, And of. course they carry a
pretty big stick and they operate interstate, but they still
are power back in the states and the various;associations. ,/f‘
There are still the powers back there. i f‘ | A |
EQQQ&* One of the biggest complaints that I have’ heard,

Mr., Buhner, is that, 'Well the ATA favors anything the hig--
companies want, but you take us little operators with lO or

20 or .50 trucks on the road, or in our whole system, the

big companies will ‘have a tax right off so they'll pass a

law or get the ATA to pass an Ammendment against us to,yhereri

.I have to meet the same committments that the ig companie§°

want and I can't afford that, so I've got to da somethingd

Buhner: I think there is some little argument for that;

of course, the.interstate Commerce Commission classeslthése

operators by first class, sec0nd-c1ass, third class, and

_ some of the regulations apply to first class, and some to”’

‘second. So, in that respect they are recognized through
Interstate Commerce Commission. " Now, the state laws, Those,
fellas have got just about as much to say inathe state laws .

r

as anybody. Oj course, a lot of those little fellas areanot,}

' organized at all.

-
o

’Woods:»' Well, " there are: many organizations}"'We don'tfﬁant‘

J CE
the listener to believe that it's just a11 the ATA ,Egr '

instance, there's the Midwest @;ganization, isnt't there° A1;~

Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, they meet. Midwestern Trucker

&

L
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Association, - _

suhner: Might be some; you see we're down—here and we,

don't have that like up around the big cities where they

have a tremendous amount of traffic up there. -~

Woods: There are many organizations, and they even: them-
selves belong.to the ATA that 1s their membérs, but still
‘they are members- of" this organization. And I know from

what I get around sometimes }ike one of ‘them told me, he e
sald, 'Well this thing is’ about on the: point of a revolu-

tion. If the ATA doesn't start going this, and start re-
cogniziﬂg'this; I who have been a member for 25 years, I'

going to\have-to ask~for re11ef or get out and do some-

- thing.' ﬁut, as you say you've beensaway from it quite~a
’while, and I don't know myself I ‘know' I asked Mr.

Shertz. The famous attorney. Dean of American truck lawyers.
I asked:him about this supposedly unfalrness between the big
companles and’ the 1ittle companies in the ATA both repre-
sented by the ATA, 'Well, 'he Sald,'! H-arry, the ATA has to
more or less do that because those companies are big and they
got the maJority vote in there. o : -
-Buhneri Well, they are'big and they got thezfinancies to T
‘do the thlngs they want. 3?\ E,i,s' o - A%f - 7
Egggg. And he sa1d they contribute more money to the support
of the ATA than the little gUY SO ==w==

‘VBuhner:' They got the organization, the experts and all that ;i

to cater torthem. But, I think it's'Just 1ike any organizaaf"

B - TH e
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tion. You can refer it to the Democratic partj;
Woods:  Well, we're_back to our ola lobby. It's who's#;-»,
Buhnerﬁ Yeah, or the Republican'Perty._ There is always |

a certain group that -- and you never please everybody.

You can't please everybody. Like the American Medical
Association, |

Egggg:' There is no.fighting in the world like going on

in there. That's real fighting. )

Well, I've believe we've covered everything and I believe
the ATA is doing a very good job, if you want to know my
belief. It was the one that you fellas founded tQ do-the
job and 1t did the job. I think there is 13 committees,
aren't they, that form it, or something -~ that make up -
Buhner: Oh, there are quite a few,

Woods: And between those 13 Conferences and Committees
when they have thelr meetings and report in, I think they'
do a pretty good JOb. p : R
Buhner: You see, each_Conference_canAgg into the legisla- |
ture on their own,program; .

Woods: Yeah,

‘Buhner: The ATA is sort of a clearing house. They can - ,f‘

all agree on something, and if one can't agree they can pull
out and go on their own and not severe their relationship. ' - :
And the ATA'recognizes their ability. A

Eggg;:i That's very democratic.

"Buhner: There's certain things, like the tank truck operator,
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He's got cerfain things that apply to him that,don(t

appiy to the dry freight héuler, 80 there are quite'a“ﬁj
few people that are paddling their own canoé; ) 7t71
Buhner: Harry, you asked me to give you some’infbrmatioh

on the ATA Foundation. The ATA Foundation was established

in ~==== I will leave that bla.nk:becaus'.e f don't recall
what date it was. . |

Woods:  Well, wes 1t say back in the forties?

Buhner: But the thing came about at that particular -

time there were quite a number of étate ‘associations and

even some local associ;tions who were requesting advertising -
in various magazines that were being published about the |
industry. And they were trying to geththis advertising

from truck manufacturers,rtrailer,manufactures, and almost
any supplier of the trucking industry. And there was no
concerted effort at all to get this great group of suppllers
to act somewhat in unison. Futhermore the industry was

being fragmented more at that time,.was more fragmented at'
that time tﬂag.it is mt the present tiﬁe. So. a number of

us talked the situation over and I,remembef;ogé of the |

arguments that I made that I thought it was much better.for-
somebody to say something good about us than we trying t0'

4T

'say it ourselves, I thought it. would be much more affective
to,do it this way than try to get money from the variouSA
suppliers and then carry on our own advertisihg. So, in'the

“general conversations the idea of a foundation came up and
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then formally organized." R - 7 .
One of the problems that we had in tﬁc'ihdustr; was that theﬁi,
railroad industry‘had the support\oflpractioally'ail 5{ ? e
their suppliers behind them; and here we;were‘withoﬁtgonj
concentrated effort on the part of our Suppiiers of collcc-
tiﬁely,rand I say that rather loosely, telling the story'of,i
the trucking industry. So, somé of the men then came up
with this idea of the foundation and it was then organizoa.
And the Fruehauf Trailer Company were probably the first
people to really support this foundation, and they were oneor
of the big powers in promoting this ATA Foundation, and
especially through the efforts of Roy Fruehauf, who was the
president of the Fruehauf Trailer Company. The thing thét
was needed was.a greater awarenessrof the industry to'the :
general public, ahd it gradually developed that many'of
the other iarge suppliers supported the idea. The ATA )
| Foundé.tion was a seperate orga.nization'a.rid not a part of.
* the real ATA structure. - "The following will probably des-
cribe it more in detail and I think this is from the original
records of the Association. 'The purpose of; the Foundation
asfstated'in the Articles of Incorporation.ore'tojfoster'andf
- promote more compreheﬁsive pubiic'understanding oﬁ theéﬁl
tfucking and subjectives and its problems. To demongtratc:
the broad contrioﬁtioh of truck transport to the progressfof'g

'America and to the comfort, happiness and economic welfare

of individual citizens and to emphazise its interrelationship
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with and essentlally to other great American'industries’

in the development and defense of the»nation}' " That is

part of the incorporation of the Foundation. | ,

The foundation was then to be administered'by'a group of

men, mosﬁly men who were members of the American Trucking _
Association. And the trustees at the time then’ selected o7
Mr, Walter Carey, to head up the Foundation. He was more" |
qualified than any man to head it up because first place

he 1ived in Detroit, Michigan, where he had almost cons-. L
tant contact with a great many supporters of the Founda-'
.tion. Then there were another group of us that served as
Trustees. And, as I recall, I wag then elected for a

period of either 3 or 5 years and,then served on the

., foundation for quite a number of years, although I was not
very active in the affairs of the foundation. The workings

of the financing of this foundation was rather unique I
thought but it worked out very successfully. Contrihutors

to the foundation issued their check in aduance for the

public relation work and advertising they wished to do in
behalf of the foundation. ‘Each company contribution was a
separate account and could not be used for any of the other ,;
ones, For instance, if a large. contribution, and some of

them were $50, 000. 00, or more, this was taken out of the e
advertising allocations that these companies had, . and any
public relation work or advertising that they wished to-do

— were pald out of these funds until they were exhaustedf Andf,r
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then in another year the same thing Was done again. Thérer
were some, at times, 20, 25 contributors to this and later
years this became a fund of about a million dollars.r The
ATA, American Trucking Associatiqn,_itself, administeredr
these funds but they were kept entirely seperate from any

ATA funds and they could only be used_torpay the advertising . —
bill, if you want to speaklof it as advertiSing, of the- : ;'é
ind1v1dual company that spent the money. They had completel
control of their money and nobody else could use any of the
monies., There were no administrative costs aglanst the
foundation because the ATA did all the work and paid the

cost of doing the mork. So, the public relation work that

the suppliers and contributors did waS'entirely spent by

them and by nobody else;f
Woods: Has it been a success so far for the reason it ’
was founded? Would you say? | A

Buhner: Personally, I would'say it has been an ontstanding
| success. There was, to start with, quite,a question ----it
was questionable that the state association managers question‘
the effects of it but that was primarily somewhat on a

selfish standpoint because they more or less took the pOSl-
tion that a 1ot of that money should have been given to the
. state associations. That it deprived them. But, that did
not hold true because many of the state associations:that (
héd their own publications still received quite a few adver-

' tisings and monies from these various prevailers. Another _1
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thing that make it successful was thatthiswas-an‘effort
on the part of getting many of these companies to know“eachijajf'
Vother. They all had. their own advertising firms that did 7b4§;,
" their -- and once a year one of the top officials of a *fr
particular company and their,top advertising company, they{t‘
would gather at the expense of the ATA, they would gather-
at some resort area for a period of 3 or g days. And at
this annual‘meeting‘many of these people metveach other

for the first time, and it gave them a chance to talk.over
and compare notes, and all that. :It.also gave the trustees
of the foundation an opportunity to tell 'em what our i A\
problems were and what we thought they ought to say; ’
expecially, if we had any particular problem with the
government or anything like that, We would suggest that
they, more or less all of 'em, more or less tailor their
particular add to that -- toward that problem, in their own
way in which they solved. And quite often: this was done
and it was very; yery affective. Furthermore, we learned
to start with that some of the advertising agencies that
were working for these various prevailers knew practically///,’
nothing about the trucking industry and quite often we/had
to ask them to change their adds, because they gave the =
wrong impression simply because they did not know the problemsr
and in that respect it was extremely helpful. The thing has A

grown almost from year to year and it is now become a pretty

good power in support of the trucking industry. Most of you -
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people have already seen the adds. Take for instance, :
'international Harvestef, when they carry their add in'one

of those large publications, it is under their'name'and

they advertise®their »roduct land somewhere in there

'apﬁear the signia of Foundation, It is under the
sponsorship of ATA Foundation. ég '

In addition to this a number of these prevailers furnished
the industry wdth some very, very 1nteresting'work. Vﬁome

6f thém hired the outstanding engineeringvfirms and deVelop-
ed certain general ideas that the whole industry could use.
And almost every year somebody is doing sometﬁing along“
that line. The fact that I personally have not been too
active in it, I am not just to familiar with the smalier
details of all this, but I do know that the overall picture
has been very, very successful.

Woods:: ngl as public relations and research, it's really
been very succéssful}.rYbu, Mr., Buhnér, you were the long-
.est serVing'director on the ATA, were:you~nof? ﬁidn't you
serve 40 years as a Director of the ATA?

Buhner: Let's see, — I'm now in.@y h2h§ year as a
member'bﬁ the Executive Committee of the ATA;, ,";

Woodsg : You're still a member of it? | |

Buhner: 'Yés, . _ |

Woods: Well then you still, --- you would by no doubt be
'the'longest‘servingbDirector. ' | |

Buhher: Well, Chester Moore and myself,
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Woods: Hets still on it too?

Buhner: We are the only two left of'the-original men, .

And we were both on the ATA Foundation Board except about

two years ago I was taken off, because I am not an operator ;f
anymore, And when we had an,annual meeting those men are |
always accompanied.or usually byszme of the leading truck.
operators of the country, and then'about'2 or 3 years ago
about 4 or 5 of us dropped off the ATA Foundation because
we're pretty much on the retired end of it now,

Woods: Now, usually when the word foundation comes up;t
such as, the Henry ‘Ford Foundation, and different founda-
tions throughout the country, people look’at it open
mindedly as an organization that has so much money that
they. contribute to founding of buildings, Schools;
historical 5001et1es, and they donaté money to any movement
that ,they feel 1is worthy within the organization that they
are founded from. Now, has the ATA as yet to your know-
ledge ever, === has it reached that stage of wealth to _
where it contributes to start a buiidlng for we'llY say a
historicai society or for a college; Has i£ reached that
stage yet.' 7 | | B
Buhner: No; No, in fact the ATA has been very careful f
' not to get themselves involved, in anycother’functions.?
Hoods : ' One other little important thing I'd like Just to
verify you hring it out so people will know in the future,

»-It's not a coverup for income tax.
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Buhner: No, it's an entirely different type of fund, -

Woods: It's a real foundation. 7

Buhner: I've wondered if the word foundation was the

real applicable word to -use, but it was used.

Woods: It actually is performing as a public relationsru
Buhner: That's right. The fact that: each company who -

Vput money into this fund that they.spend-their own money.
Woods : That was still their money even though they put

it in. | 7

Buhner: That is their money and all to the ATA that's

put in is out of their advertising, I mean out of their
advertising budget, and so much is put in and that supports
the ATA Foundation.

Woods: Yeah, Well, then\}n reality. In actuaiidefining,
of what we ould define as a foundation. It realiy‘is not a‘d
foundation., It's a public relation'organization,underrthe ,
name of foundation. , | ’ 7 |
Buhner: Yeah, I suppose youvcouid classify that.

Woods : But;'it 1s doing the good job of advertising and
at the same time it is sanctioning certain movements, such
as, you mentioned a component part or something may be
apporved by the ATA Foundation in their advertising.
Buhner. For instance, one of the things they helped
develope,was the great road building program that we na&é' :
in this countr;. Thefeﬁhas'a project that affected everybody;,
Egggé: rAnd'they sponsored that. | '
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Buhner: And they were the,peoble that éof behind thatir

Got the whole group, ~- we had, -~ one'squree gotrthe whole é
group behind %hat thing. And General Motors end Ford “and |
all those big companies all . behind that so it became a :

reallity. !
Woods: Well, we can saj it's a public relation organiza-

tion that's carrying the title of Foundation and doing a-
pretty good job of it. ' ] - ’ 7
Buhner: Yeah. And @he same time they ere advertising

their ownvprodugt, and we encourage them to adyeftise thei;//
o@n product bhecause they are always éaying something about

- the t?ﬁéking industry; how important the trucking industry

is to theﬁ for their breduct.'v '

Eggggf Now,‘Mr; Walter Carey, who is now ---- what would
.hig;title be the President of the ATA Foundation, or General
Managef, or? ‘ | '

Buhner: I suppose, lets see, ==-= he's Chairman.
Woods: Now, you were prebably there, could you tell me;
Jhow it came about that he was the one eelecied to be the
~Chairman. I suppose he wes apbpinted when it was starfeQ.
Buhner: Yes. By the‘trusfees.' They seleeted their oﬁﬁf
Cheirman at 6 time. And it was because he lived in |
Detreit. | B -
Woods: Oh, yeah, you did mention that.
Buhner: And meny of the people that were in this Founda-

—~ tion had their general offices there.
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Woods: And beings he was & Director. He‘does:haveltﬁe%car
transport industry? ' | | .
Buhner: Yeah, | Y

Woods: And he's done a very fine job I believe.

Buhner: Yep. According to the records I have the Pounda-

tion’Was started in 1953, and it's now a—little over 20

years. | | | |

Woods: Going on 22 years.

Buhner: Yeah,

Woods:  Mr. Bnhner, i would like to ssk you a question
that I have been asked meny times. Why is it that the ATA

which formely used the Democratic method of every year an -
election for a president who served one year and carried
out his platform, and in lieu of that they choose to have
today a salaried president serving an indefinite termvto
represent them, and in place of the President they have. a -

new Chairman of therBoerd electiOn»every year. A new
Chairman of the Board. Couid‘you elaborate,on'that a little"

bit_and explain why the ATA choose that. We have touched

upon this subject before Mr, Buhner, but if yon don't mind

I would like to go into it a little further. '

Buhner. - About the only thing I could say on that respect

was that was sold to the Executive Committee by some‘of the

members who felt that the official spokesmen for the ATA
hould be the President and that he weould be much more

"affective if he was a more or less  a semi-permanent president'
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rather than a new man elected every year. This ofHCOnrse'
was about the only change that has ever been made in the
so called, 'Buhner Committee- Report,' who always in that
Committee felt that the President should be electedvfrom
the industry and only serve for one year. The new methodrii
I don't think has as yet proven itself and quite a few’
people, 1 think, are still doubtful as to whether that was
the right move or not. I happened to ‘be there when the *
thing was changed and I personaily tookznO‘part‘in it be-
cause at that time I was not a t‘ ck‘Operator anymore even
though 1 wag a member of the Executive Committee. of
course the report of the Buhner Committee, which I headed ’
at the time felt that the other method was much better and
probably a little more democratic. But, .on the'hand7it
has given the permanent president probably a little more
prestige on Capital Hill and that.

Egggs. Well I will agree with you to this extent, or
with the, not with you. You as the man who did so much

£

far as lobbying goes I can see where one m%Eito be permanent,iif
president probably if he served permanently fof\20 years - :
would be a great advantage because in one year's time no
man on Capital Hill 1is going to be known as a lobbyists.'
He's not going to get to the first door, but at the same time

<

"I understand the ATA does have it's own'lobbyist and there-"w
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fore it wouldn't be:-that important for the ATA to ‘have’ |

a president who ‘has. the same name year after year afterli ;
year., A permanent lobbyist is sufficient., o _1' . f;ﬁ;;
Now another one. ;\\ould like to ask you., We do- have a Mr._éri
‘Bill Odlin, who 1is the chief editor of Transport Topics

whichp I'm sure we'll both agree is the 1argest circulation

or which is the biblercirculation to_the trucking world |
iyou might say, or at 1east°it is‘to‘the Common Carrier;

Now, you have a chief ‘editor there, and you have a per-

manent president there, ‘and you have 8 permanent director

of the ATA Foundation, now, for an\outsider to lmok at

this whole p1ctune, the moment we discontinue the democra-'

tic committee, or: the democratic‘prlncipal which*ziazthe
Buhney Report to ‘have a new president elected every year,

to be backed by his lobbyist and everything. Now, you‘//

have a three ‘man power that could actually control the ATA,* -

Has that ever been brought to any one's attention? You

A%

have the president. permanent. You have the chief editor
permanent, you have the head: of the Foundation, Mr. . 7
‘Walter Carey, permanent. Did it ever occur to anyone “that
these three men could gain control of the ATA and the ATA
'Foundation and have control of the whole thing. Or d6 you ' ‘%?

belleve there is any reason for them to have this fear, or .

that it might happen in the future? 7 ‘ ' ¥ *‘
Buhner.,; Well, I haven't been in any sessions in the last |

couple'of years:to speak of and this whole thing is compara—h



tive new to me and I'm not,too familiar of all the'
"ramificatione that went /tnto - 1¢. I've never. heard a dlS-
“cussion of what you're/talking about in that respect. I
’suppoee some people ould think that way and seme:Cén?tig‘ A
Woods: Well, take a complete outsider, whq never knew,""'>
dnything about it and sey he’%taits*iooking at this from

a distance might say, 'Well this isn't very democratic,
Here we have a head of a Poundation, the head of’ the news-.
media, and ‘the head of the organization'es president and
all'three of them,are not-up for elections, and they are
permanént, and even though these men founded all this in
good faith and belief that it was for the best, for future
gsome unscrupulous persons could get in charge-and these
three men could control, and'that?s'therpnly reason I
'brought it out. ,However,eI helieve you anewered it very
‘well when you said.that you brgnght~it out for the purposei;ﬁyr
that ene man shonld represent for'qnite soﬁetime‘end-it’

would give a better name to the organization; everyone

in the industry weuld get to know'this one man. Nov\r,,in"yéz
order to offse% that you dd thbugh heve'a'new‘Chairman of |
the Board elected every year, is that right'7 »
Buhner: Yes.A Of course, origlnally, under the old set

up we had a Chairman of the . Board, and then had the President
and then the Vice President. ‘There were three men that 7
started. They started as a Vice President. When they were';P
elected first Vice President they knew then that if they
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behaved themselves they would become President. And. then i'

: from Pre51dent they would step in to being Chairman of the
]

Board., So, Actually, it was a three year period. So the

» an who was elected President had -a year or so of semi

'training»asp; Vice Presidert. And in order to become a

VicefPreeidela, e had to serve on,quite a number ofpcommitt--‘
eesy 850 he was pretty well trained already or at'leaStrknew
what it was all about, and it wasn'tjarpolitical deal at

‘all. | | ? 7 | '

'EQQQE‘; " And yon weren't putting in.an'inexperienced man,

He was qualified.. | o

Buhner: S0, he had a period of threeryears that he worked
‘through. To originally start with,L%suppose I was about

the only man that,never.was a firetfvice president.

Woods: Weli “you took over in the early days.

Buhner: Yeah I was the first President after Ted Rogers,
and 80 I stepped immediately into the Presidency, and then
stepped into the Chairman of the Board. And the man that.
'foiloned me as Président was Mr, Buddy Horton, and unfortnna-
tely Buddy was not in very'good health when5he was PresidentgiP
s0 then the Chairman of the Board had to carry on pretty well .

that position. But, I found out from ' my own personal exper—

jence that stepping into the. Presidency that at the end of

one year 1 got so that I knew what was going on. o

wOod3. “Yeah; about the time you left office.

~ Bubper: Yeah. So, of tourse, that however wasypfetﬁy well
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corrected the following'year because'thedVice President7

came On., _

Woods: Well, whatever outsidefs may think ef°this in
looking at 1t, 1t dces have its merits and it does have
advantages, Now, today -as—~I understand it."Now, for
instance, Mr. Sam ‘aitzin, Maurice Tucker's son inilaw,

and Mr, Harold S. Shertz's son, Robert.H, Shertze, whom‘;A
you.and I both know, and now therpresident day Chairman

of the Board Mr. and Mrg. Winship's son,.is the Chairman

of the Board. Now, next year Mr, Robert H. Shertz, would
have become Chairman of the Board. He was serving. And
then I understand Mr. Sam Raitzdn, shewed me a letter

here a month or so ago when I was in South Bend, where

he is second Vice President, or Chairman, or Second Governor,
or so they call it, he would‘in two years be'slated to
_become Chairman of the Board.

Buhner: Net necesearily.

ﬂgggg: No. » | .

Buhner: No. The second, third, and‘fonfth Presidents
heve no particular rank at all. It‘iérqnlyfthe,firStVViCe
President. Now, it's happened., Seversl times now it's
happened that the first'q;ce President did not wish to,"'
and asked not to step into the Presidency. That's happened
as I recall twice now, 'Mr. Harold Shertz, isrone,of'themr-”
Uecause nefwas,rl think, loaded down. .

Woodss Well, he's the President of Rollins, and also the
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lawyer,rl understand. -
Buhner: Well, besides that he's the President of the |
Republican Party of the State of Pennsylvania. And he asked
that his name be withheld. So he stepped. out of the first
Vice Presidency and was just elected as. one of‘theeordinary;‘
A man by the neme of Schuster is fifst Vice President end

he will then step into the Presidency. I mean into the |
Chairman of the Board. o |
Woods: I understand today ‘that the pressure and competi-
tion is such that many men are doing like Mr. Robert ’
Shertz. Of course, they've got reasons. Now, I know I
spoke to Mr. Shertz, and he said that he would have te
withdraw from being Chairman of the Boargd because he has

too much work. And he says td be Chaifman'of the Board
you're acting as the President used to and it takes so

much of your time, and he Said I can't give it. Now, I

do know. that I spoke to Mr, Sam Raitzin end he séid, 'Well,
if I ever do become,' he said, 'I doﬁ't know if I can:
handle it, or take 1it, because'I've‘got too much work, and

I can't be traveling;' VWell, I believe'we'?e,covered thetlb
whole picture quite well, and are yourseﬁisfied with the 'J
way it's opefating today? Yoﬁ as 6ne of.the'Foﬁnders of "/

the ATA?

Buhner: Well, actuallyeI'm not close enough to know. To

really know. I'm not in position to criticize or commend

it. Either one. ¢
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Woods:  Well, you undoubtedly sit back with pride as to
what you fellas did found, and what you started. Do you
not? B : : ,

Buhner:  Yeah, Vit's somewhat of a different:Organization.f‘ w

Of course, when I was President we couldljust bérely make
ends meet, and if we took in enough money to—payrall .
expenses ﬁe were'dding a pretty good job., But ?oday why
of course the ATA is 8 pretty wealfhyrorganizatioh. But;
there 1s one item. It's principal income is not from
Transport Topics., - '

Woods: It isn't°

Buhner: No,- I would say it was a minor part.

Woods: I see.

Buhner: The principal income is from the truck operators
who pay into. It is sort of a dues ;ituation. It is not
a fixed dues situation, buf éusuggeétive:dueé situation.
And some of these companies pay 20; 30, 40, and 50,000
dollars a yeér.into ATA, Because ATA doés a 10; of work
for them that they would héve to do themselves, if they
didn't have ATA, they would have to set up an organization.:
Hoods: Well, by putting that much in do they get away -
from séme income tax? ' f
,Buhner: Oh, yes. It is an expense;-lﬁﬁt; of coufse;"
it saves them a lot 6f money too. And theyive always gbt
a very>cépab1e'bunch of men in'ﬂTA, who really know, whd?

are experts on their particular field. Like, they've got
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" experts on roads; tariffs, rates, and all those'things.‘
There's experts on all those things. 'Thereie experts:*

on legal things and then the ATA now hes'eveh buiit it's

own office on Capital Hill so to.be much eloser to
legislative work up there instead'of,ehaeing around town

in taxi cabs all day long. AAnd that is now-seéerately
housed, although it ie a very vital part of ATA, And it

so happened thet one of the Boys>that I brouéht into the
industry is there,

Woods: Mr. Buhner, you know finance is the major thing

to any 1ndustry and would you please relate the story you
told me at the dinner table today, or at luncheon, about the
financing of trucks? 7 |

Buhner: Yes, this wes quite an iﬁteresting day to ﬁe at,
the time as to the final results of this meeting. The
ATA_Executive Committee had invited a number of --=- Several /)/
of the truck manufactures were asked to attend an ‘executive
committee meeting in which we woﬁld talk about the financing
of trucks. I don't remember just when this was but appa-
rently it was before I was even President of the ATA, 80

it must have been in the forties. At the time some of the
truck companies were getting as much as three and four years
finaﬁcing on trucks but the general positiOn for'moet of the:
truck operatore was that two years should be the-maximumr
for which you could finahce a truck. ©So, in the general

conversation and- talking one of the manufacturers gave quite
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a spiel;about financing-of trucks and he said that trucks
should not be financed for more than two years. We . knew
this man's company and they were in at that time were not .
too much in the over=-road operation. Theyrwere primary

in city pick-up and delivery operation and 81l that. So '
he had actually not too much experience iniheavy’duty, 7
trucks; yet, they were a big name company. S0, after he
had gotten through with his spiel, one of,the men'from
Californie, who were accustomed to longer terms and,of
course they were ueing much heavier truoks, bigger trucks,
than we were in the Midwest, or even in the East, He had
a plcture of a'truck with him and he walked Oover to thig'
gentleman and he said, 'Now; take a good look at this picture.'
He said, 'Then tell me how old you think this truck is.!
The felle looked at it. Then he said, "How many years
you think you'd finance this truck.' The man said, 'Well,
it comes within the guide line of two years. The truck
looks 1like it's repainted and I doubt if we could go more
than one year on finance.» Well, about that time.he became
quite provoked with.the éentleman and he saidr 'Well, you
sure don't know anything about trucking or truck- financing.
He said, 'This truck that you're 1ooking at is six years
-0ld but it's been rebuilt and at one time it was financed
over a -period of five years and Just last month I got it
Arebuilt and refinanceﬁ’for s&% years, so you don't know

nothing aboutﬁfinancingftrucks. - There were several of the
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other truck manufacturers were in 1istening‘and:y0uuQOuld
hear chuckles all over the room, so subsequentiy enent a;
year later this gentleman resigned as-fhe'president of‘his
trucking outfit. And that meeting I think had a lot to do
with modern financing of trucks because at that time I
know on our own company we were getting four years on heayy
duty trucks and some of the boys out WeSt; they were get-
ting on big heavier duty trucks, they were éetting six -
yeers at that time principally by the Western%banks. or
course trucking at that time was quite a bit aihead of use
in our part of the country. ] - |

Woods:  Yeah, you mean the West Coaet.

Buhner: We were stlill too mnch restricfed by weight"
laws in. the state end\tnat whereas out West they were
hauling gross loads then perhaps to what they are today.
But; that meeting I thought ;nrned out to be a turning -
point-in truck financing.

Woods: Where was that meeting, in Detroit”r

Buhner: No, that meeting was in Washington, D,C,
Egéggzi Washington, D.C. St 7
Buhner: . I suppose there were 40 or 50 men_in that\neetiné.'
Egggg:“ Mr, Euhner; history has more or 1ess'shdwn'tnat
priof to fhe passage by Congress of the ICC Motor Carrier
Act of 1935, which will be looked upon as the actual birth
of the American Interstate Trucking Industry, tnat Mr. Joe

Eastman had called into Washington somewhere in the.neighboré
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hood of 20 men, who, these 20 men, wili be loo‘ked_upon;E

when this history 1s all complled as tﬁe 5uthoré of the

ICC Motor Carrier Act. I have spoken éhd%iﬂterviewed

and have recorded on tape from the Dean of American .
truck laﬁyers, Mr, Hefold S, Shertz, or Esquire, of Phila- -
delphia, who was the 1awyer,:whom the ammendmehts and the
writing of this bill eventually ended in his hands, and

he wes the one who looked this oVef and wrote it up to be
ﬁresented before Congress. He was strong to stress to me
that he was not one{of the authors of the ICC Motor Carrier
Act, bu£ merely the lawyer that compilZd this in legal

form to be presented in the Senate. Now, I understand that
you were one of the men called in by Joe Eastman, who as I
often recall was the head of the ICC at that time. What
was Joe'g==== ' ~ |

Buhner: COmmiesioner.

Woods: Commiseioner. So, I know you were called in so

you are one of the Authors’ of the Interstate Trucking, or

one of the Founding Fathers. I would like for:you to,tell

of you experience there. About what part yqﬁ played. -How
yoﬁ we?e called in; aqd tell whatryou remember of it as being
an Author. - | , o |
Buhner: This meeting, Ted BRogers, was chairmaning the
meeting and there were seme twenty, and poséibly as many

as thirty men in there and we were meeting with Joseph East-~'

man, who had prepared a bill for our consideration and to
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discuss with us the pros and cons of the;?arious*itemsﬂin
there and make any suggestions that we fhought thét.wduidc
improve the bill. And so, it was quite_a 1éhgthy méetiﬁgr

and before it all overwith there had beenvsome 50 changes
meke, Some of them were minor and some of them were maJor
and as of this momenf/I don't recall Just which was which

but I do know that practically all those were final;y accep~ '
ted by Congress, and Mr, Eastman accépted them. I happen
to recall one- little itém that I got Mr. Eastman to'porregf
and that was then they talked about Public Convenience and
Necessity, the way the bill»wasrwritten some bureaucrat
could have very easily have interpreted it to mean that
anytime wé wanted to put on an additional-tfuck we'd have
to get permission fromrthe Commission, because --- on the
account of being an necessity. We would have to prove it
as be{;g a neéessity. And T pointed fhat Qut to Mr, East-
man, and he said, 'I.think that's cbrreetk- Some bureaucraft .
could interpreted it.! And he sald, TWe 1l cérrect that.'
“And that's my greatest recollectigd of that meeting, cawse ,
that meeting happened in about 1934 I think; and I don't

recall many of the men being there. In fact mw memory 1snft

that good. But, I am sure Maurice Tucker was there, andi%:

of course Ted Rogers was,there, and some of‘the ATA - Staif

were there, and now who the other men were I would hesitate .
3 ' '

to say because I-do know they were somewhere between 20 and

30 in the meeting room, And it was a very well attended

¥
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meeting and a very productive meetiﬁg.' )
Woods:  Where was it held, Mr, Buhner? Where were tﬁer
meetings held? ‘ ' |
Buhner: I'm not sure 17 1t was_held;in'the-MayfIOWer ,
Hotel or not. At that time ATA did not‘have its own |
headqu&rters)pf,anyrsize’so it mus@ have been held in one
of the mediums and normally inrtho;e days we met at the
Mayflower Hotel, so\;FEm's about all I can‘remgmber of the
meeting and of course from then on when the bill was
finally passed why then we were all very active in the bill.
Getting it and organizing the various tariff bureaus, and
getting the thing whipped into shape, and then the big
problem of Grandfathér rights, and all that. We discussed
all those things. And apparently the committee must have
done a pretty good job at the time because there were not
too many amméndments made afterwards. Thgre were always_'
- some proposed but conéidering the industry as big as it
was .the new ammendmehts‘were'minoi dompared fo,ﬁhét therrr
major ones were., , . |
Egggg:' ‘Yeah, just one major one I understand afterwarés;Q
had to do with freight forwgrders.‘ They.wefeiinéludéd
afterwards.: | R _
Buhner: Yeah., Well, that was -=- the ‘Fréightforward'e'rl, :
Bill was an entirel& separate Bill, Entirely separate bill,
_and there wére quite a number of meetings. held between thé
frelghtforwarders and the truck oﬁeratoré. ThereAwefe those -

who favored Forwarders and those that did not favor them;7
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Woods: Yeah, yonr old friend Mr.. Tucker'got,inVOived-‘
in that deal. S ‘ h

Buhner: Yeah, he favored'the freightforwerders et'the i‘-
time, so apparently he was doing quite a bit of business‘r
with them at the time. ‘ ' 7 :

Woods: Yeah, I know there were 2200’offthem and he
finally went down to representvthem., Well, so you are
definetly a Founding Father of the industry because those E
who gpt in on that meeting were giving birth to the industry. 3
Buhner: Yes, that is true. '

Eggg§' - Mr. Buhner, the diesel engine, I am sure we Qill

all agree that it pl&yed one of the most major roles in
advancing interstate trucking, the long-hauls., It probably
wouldn't be here if it wasn't for thevadvent of the diesel
with its excessive.power,\and fuel consumption cost ‘at

the time. You‘were.one.of the very‘eerly users of the

dlesel. - One of the pioneerrdiesel truckers, Did you?ras
I.understand, in the famous flood here in Louisville,

Kentucky in 1937? We once touched ubon»thet, where the

diesel that you used became quite helpful in‘rescnerworkr
because the stack went up'and you didn't hare the exhanst

pipes and the sparks plugs and therefore the diesel could

| go into higher water, or deeper water. Did you take to the
diesel right away? Was it a great thing? Did you immedi-, g
ately say, 'This 1is 1it, ' or how did you find the diesel '

when you first started as a trucker°
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Buhner: The early experience with the diesei:waé someé__
what unsatisfactory because we had bought.both‘a fouy.‘
cylinder and;a'aix cylinder diesel gngine_éﬁd“hah'biacea
these in gasoline chassis, and so it was ﬁét a:completelyv
engineéred pilece of equipment.' And we found then that the-
englne was too péwerfui for the‘transm1531ons, the rear
axles and that and so although they were efficient in some
respect they lacked being a really a good véhiqie. So
we at the time did not'buy anymorebdiesel'engines and
convert gasoline to diesel. But, we took the positidn
that 1f we used diesel englnes we wouldrwant the vehicle
completely built to a diesel engine. It would need to be
engineeredrallxthe way through. _Of'coursé which happened
gseveral yearS‘later.f "
But, another prOblem we had was thdt the weight laws weré
so\féétriétivef;n-Kehtucky and Tennessee aﬁd'South that we
couldrdt use the diesél in those., We éouid‘use'the dlesel
between Chicago and Louisville. But that ;inean't we would
have to unload all the trailers and reload it and put it
on smaller rigs, and so actually the economy, the fuel
@teconom&, was hardly enough to offsetrtpeiothef disadvantages -
that we had. So we stayed out of»that~diesél end.’ Theh,av“:;
little bit 1§terron In years Cummiﬁ}s came out‘with a . -
smaller diesel enginé‘and.we investég rathér hea&ily'at-thé
1time in'thap engine, I think we bbught 25‘of them at thé

“time. Completely manufactured, and I am sure they were ip-'
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stalled in Whites at the time. We operated these engines
for approximately for a 100 thousand miles and then the

engine had to be completely replaced, In fact that Bmall

diesel was never sué:essful and when it_go beyond a lO0,00Q1

'miles we had to replace them. ‘But there is onerthing about

the Cummin's though; when things didn't prove out for the ~
100, 000 they gave us . 25 ne?\engines. They gave us 25 new
engines, and we got approximately "another lQO 000 miles

off of those and we decided it would be foolish to keep on
using that type of engine, and even Cummin»s at the time
found that that was not a suecessful engine.‘ In fact, I

S

suppose we were somewhat of an experimental company with

. that engine, and in fact that we were pretty close to their

factory ang they had a-good distrihutorrend that. But, v

thene isn't any doubt ag.ail'thatathe'diesel engine has .

G ,
really made over-the-road'trupkingj'especially,'since the

weight laws have been adjusted so they can be properly used.

And today it is very doubtful that any truck operator would
have anything else but a diesel.

Woods : Yeah I don't imagine he could make out if he had

s
anything else but a diesel.

-~

Buhner: That's about right.

?

Woods: Especielly, with the i enance of a combustion
engine; There is a new engine no that some predlct will

replace the diesel in trucks. No in pleasure car engines,

_ but it'will be an'enginéffon truoks. It's called the,
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rSterling.' Have youAheard_of it yét?f
. o )

Huhner: No.

Woods:  It's an air compressor-engine. I'g: 55 it has .

much more, power than even the diescl gnd operatefﬁff

mare erfirient in low and-high range and I believe in” 7

the next ten years to the- next generation will probably L

- be. Sterllng, air compressed engines. Of course, you-

'};nfew, they predict the Rotary will probably elimb up in

thé car business. I don't know bout that but they do

preddct that the Sterling will égﬁbably be'the engine

that wjll replace the Diesel.’ Of course, that's progress.,

Now, when left this small b cylinderznxesel of Cummin's" |

and even they themselves admitted it didn't. ‘work out over

~a 100, OOO that It wasn't a success, how far did you get

on the six. The big, six cylinder engi'ne9

rBuhner: ' We had one truck a BJ Maok which at that time

was one of Mack's best trucks.‘ That was. converted and we "

had 8. six cylinder diesel engine in that and that piece..
of equipment quite often opened up | the roadways between.

- Chicago and Northern Indiana when we had the snOWStorms o
rup through that part of the country. That unit had enough :
power that it could come on through and many times it«opened

| up the roads so the buses could get through. We used that

“Lene pretty well and finallv we sold it and I think the. engine

;:fihally wound up somewhere in South America.

“”Woods. Is that so° How many miles could you expect of

S
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~service out of an-engine like that; You had & 100,000 3:7?
mile range on the little four, B | ‘ N
Buhner: .Well, we were told. I don't recall Just what

our experience was on it ‘anymore. But we were told that
the first overhaul would be around 300 000 miles and

some of my good friends out West was getting as much as a
milliocn miles on the bilg 6 cylinder engine. Of course,

in that they had several overhauls end several rebuilt-but
they saild even in a million miles it still had life in:it.
. 9oods: Well, Mr. Buhner, I believe this is the third time
I've been to your home and even though you were very =
fortunate in a recent tornado I still consider you qulte
lucky compared to your neighbors. For the listeners Mr.
Buhner lives i1n Indian-Hills in Louisville, Kentucky, and
ju"t about 4 or 5 weeks 8go one of the worst—tornados in

a long time came through here and destroyed this lovely
area. Fortunately, Mr., Buhner's home, outside of losing
some lovely old trees, the home 1itself didn't get too badly
destroyed. Some windows blown out and roof damaged, butf
.even that is enough. It is probably the last time I will
be with you in this regardsy Mr. Buhner,xtaping ¥our life 7
story. I hope to be with you 'in the future on e visiting‘jyrr
basis. r Drop by with my wife sometime, ﬁl have now covered
'approximgtely 7 tepes.’{A part to each side is probablyrnowt 7
12, part 13, six and half full tapes. I believe we'have

covered all of the important things in your life in regardS'

. m
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to your contributions to trucking which were many. i
wlsh to congratulate you as one of the Founding FatherS'
of the Industry. One of the Authors of the ICC Motor
Carrier Act, and one of the foremost contfibutbrs in the
world of 1egislatiéh for trucking. Setting'precedents . (g/\
that other states followed, Here in Kenthcky you set .
prescedents that opened ub about eight other'states. |
Opened-up the South, and with fgur friends, the Winships
of Atlanta, their legislative contributions in the state
of Gedrigla, furthered that. Your legislative work with
Mr, Mauricé Tucke}'and the Morgan Packing; and‘with a
young neophite, Glen Slenker, at that tiﬁe, in 1932 Senator
Glen Slenker‘frbm Indiana,who piékéd up the trucker's
cause. You playéd a major role in what is being referred

' to as the Gettysburg Battle of Trucking in the Sta£e3of
Indiana, So I believé we've cbvered your étory well, and
the fact that you've served 42 years as a Director of ATA |
Is quite phenominalg I»don't,beiié§é'thére is anyone

. served any 1onger. Has anyonelservéd és‘long?~ :
Buhner: .Jﬁst one., '
Woods: And that wes ---

" Buhner: -Chesgter Moore. . .

Y
B 7P
o

Woods:  Chester Moore_:%Aﬂd as yoﬁ'know I hope to séé‘yéﬂf
friend, Mr. M@ofe;;iﬁrth% near future. So in“bringing thié
to a close not qnly 1 bu%'I know Mr, Chester M. Lewss, o
—Director of Archives and?head of The New York Times Orglr

]
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History Program, of the New York Times,‘wishes to thank
you. I know Mr., I believe his name 1s Harwlck, Président
of the Microfilming Corporation of Amefica, I know would
want to thank'you. And those I will bé workihg with in

- compiling this, Mr, Leerburger, of the'MfErofilming Ca}por—
ation, which is ﬁhe publishing firm for the New-quk Times
Oral History Program aﬁdfThe ﬁew York Times. They all wang
to thank you. i want to thank youAénd I know many of
your‘friends who through them you have been highly referred
to me. Mainly, the one and only, -Mr, Maurice Tucker, of
South Bend, is so glad that you are in this; I Would 1ike )
some comment from you. A farewell comment as to what you

would like to say to bring this to a close. |
Buhner: Trucking.haé been pretty‘much my 1ifé for the 1a8t7
40 years, although I have been retired from the actual '
oper%tioh now for going on 7 or 8 years. But, I've enjoyed R
the association I had. I have leatned what I think ié a |
great deal, It has made my life worth while. I'hgve been

very successful at it. One of the things that stands out

more than snything else is the fine acquaintances that I have
ﬁade over the period of years. Some of fhe outsfaﬁding'men T:T
and evgnrthpugh now a 1ot of them have now péssed_hWay-t@%}r:'-
memory is very enriching to mé. MoSt}of'ihe men thaﬁ}cémé- |
'up were unselfish, and had no selfish ﬁotives, ekcept'théyﬁ= 

heQ of course their own business to protect, 'But5 they were -

s o
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not climbing type of hen. They werevdedicated to theJ
trucking industry and they I think'it qasfthose men that

made 1t what it is today. I will always cherish the ~

memory of those men and e;ZHS%ﬁougn a lot of ny very

good men have passed awaey, and gone before me, they are

5t111 to me very vivid in my memory. And I think that is
about as rewarding as & man can have in his years of 1ife.
Woodg:  Well chank you, Mr. Bumer. Thanks very much. -
Woods:: The date is July the tenth nineteen seventy three.

I am once again back in the home of Mr. Edward J Buhner of .
Louisviile, Kentucky. His tapeslSO far along with others-
have reveeled how important.the American Trucking Assodiaér
tions was, it's organization, in alding trucking;'interstate
trucking especiaily, to become regulated.' As any organiza- -
tion, in order for it to be-stmong it has to be sponsored

by men of impeccable char%ctefs. It has to pay its bilis,

and with this background the lobbylsts and the State Re-
presentatives, both in Congress and State, will recognize
such an organization. And as these Founding Fathers devel-'
oped the American Truck Associations,to have all these
Vcharacters; naturaliy, it was theporganitation'that wel@ed-
the industry together and that 1ead{un totthe passsge'ofrthe..‘
ICC Motor Carrier Act of 1935, which was ‘the legal birth-of,”
‘the industry. But._even tnough sn organiZation is strongiis

no gign thst it 1is going;forever to.stay strong. - Itrmnst_;
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have a guiding light. It must have a péttefn to follow
and 1t must have a set of rules that it sbides by. With-
out these it will drift away and finally desolve, Today.
with Mr. Buhner we are going to touch upon one of the most ~
important things of this fine oyéhnization and that is a -
jReport known as the Buhner Report, simply because Mr. |
" Edward J. Buhner, was at the head of the committee. And
this Report has become,lover'ihe years, the Bible of the
American Trucking Associétions. Today, Mr. Buhner, has a
copy of this historical document with him and for the
potential @wf its historic#l importance I am having Mr.
Buhner, read the Buhner Repq;t; though it's rather lengthy
near 43, 45 pages, going to have him take his time and
read the famous Buhner Repéft into the tape for us.
Buhner: Before 1 réad the Report, I think it would be
well to explain a little as to what brought it about. The
"ATA Executive Committee some two years previous to the

‘ begiﬁning of-this Réport had soﬁe*professional management
-organization to come into the organization, make a study
and then make a recommendation .to the Associatiqn as to
wﬂag ﬁhey thought would be'thé proper method and_préper_
,way:to proceed 1n setting up the Amebican'Trucking Asso@iation
I personally never saw this report. I never heard of 1t;

~ except that 1t had been made.' But, there was a committee5
‘that listened to the report and they were very much dis;-
satisfied with the rengf. I donit recall what 1téms'tﬁQt
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they didn't like but it was apparent that the iprofessional
consultants knew very iittie, or had very 1ittleAb&ckground :
of the trueking industry. So»apparentlyAeve}ything'I'heard
at the time it was a very poor report and the committee did :
not want the report eten read to the entire emeoutive
committee, s0 therefore that portion.was,entirely scotched.:
The subject later on came before therexecutiye committee and
they reasoned that we had men within the industry that knew
the industry. Knew the beginning of the ATA, and knew
truckingis various forms, and that there were enough men

that if they sit down g@d make a study of it, they could do
a better job of developing the future of the truoking indus-
try. They also had the background of some of'the weaknesses
of the original organi@ation. ~It's got to berrememberedv

that the-ATA originally orgenized'ebout 1933} and of codrserA'
‘they ‘had by-laws end all that and’ there had‘been some _
changes, but very few had - been made, - And the American Truck—
ing Assoc1ations had been growing in 1eaps and bounds, and
during the'war period a lot of weaknesses developed within
the ATA association: I personally, ofvcoﬁfSe'I had Served

as one of the members of the Office of Defense Transportation
having assigned?to me all of the over-the-road trucks “in o
the United States, which at that time amounted .to about two |
'million trucks that became ‘under my general supervision, or

at least in the department which I headed up. It was here:f,}

that I of course learned of a lot of the weaknesses in the ;,ﬁﬁ

P
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American Trucking Assbciation, and it also erought to

my attention the many programs that the American Truck=- |
ing Association had to develope. ' 7 |
One particular one that comes to my attention was that the ;
American Trucking -Associations had very little satistical |
information and I remember quite well that when we were

in contest with many of the other organizations we had
practically no statistics to support our position so about
the only thing we could do was Just out talk the rest of

the boys or out reason them.

There were quite a number of bther tnings te be devel-r
oped so the Ekecutive,COmmittee then on October nineteetn,
nineteen forty four, had created aAcommittee on National;
and State Organizations and this Committee was created

and Mr. Ted Rogers was authorized to appdint the'Committee,
end that wes then the beginn{ng'ef the entire report, I
will now read into the record the first report wnich was
made and that wae made to the entire Executive Committee

in June of 19&5. The first part is’ somewhat preliminary{
to the real report but it gives you the basic organization o
ef the Committee. _I now read, A o

@8
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FIRST REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS
OF THE ATA COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL ‘
AND STATE ORGANIZATION , i .

/  June 20, 1945 . . T

To: The Executive Committee of American Trucking Associations, -Inc. .

The Executive Committee, on October 19, 1944,'ereated the Committee
on National and State Organization. A copy of the resolution that created
the Committee and prescribed its duties is attached to this first report.

The Committee was appointed by President Tad V. Rodgers and it now
comprises 39 members selected by him from all poin?s of the United States
and from all classes of carriers. The comnittee is an open commiptee and
additional members may be added as the work progresses.

Nine members of the committee held a preliminary session at ATA
headquarters in Washington on March 1, 1945, and at this meeting the
committee reviewed its assignment and made plans for its future work and
for its own organization. The first meeting revealed that there was
willingness upon the part of every committee member to accept appointment
to this committee and to devote himself faithfully to the large task assigned
to it. It was apparent to everyone that the work that had been assigned to
the committee was of such scope and nature that several years might be
required before the job could be completed. ) -

’

This committee immediately asked of the Executive Committee that the
committee be gdven opportunity to meet with the vatrious state association
Presidents and secretaries, who had meetings scheduled during the period of
March 23 to April 13 at 'six points in the country. The Executive Committee
-granted this request. The committee then was organized into sub~committees .-
to attend these sectional conferences and we requested a full half day on
the agenda of each of these meetings.

The association secretaries and presidents were most willing to
cooperate and through this medium we were able to get a very fine preliminary
cross section view of the problems. The commlttee prepared a list of
questions and these were sent to the state association secretaries and .
presidents in advance of these six meetlngs. ‘Some of the managers and
presidents, therefore, had a chance to discuss these gquestions with a great
number of operators and in this manner we received the views of hundreds
of carriers who were able to present their views either directly to the
committee or indirectly through their association presidents and secretaries.

The committee invited state association. secretaries and pre51dents to .
present written statements to the committee: before, at or after the group
meetings, and various state association secretaries were assigned subjects
on whigh they were asked to prepare written discussions. TheSe written
discussions?were specially 1nterest1ng and they formed the flrst real

Reprinted by courtesy of the Americén'Trucking Assoéiatidhs,'lhc,
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vackground for our commiitee work, Wa asked thesov secrotaries to Le as
cendid as they wished *to¢ be. Ve advised them that this comittee wns-a
Toct finding bolir pnd that we were interested in rece iving any criticisnm

or ideas that thoy night have ns to the present functioning of the national
and state associations and that we wouldralso liks to have thelr constrauctive
suzzestions for the lmprovement of the operating and other relationships
between the national =nt state asscciations and conferences. Somod :
associations did not state their views, although every association wag’
given an opportunity to do so, The file to date is somevhat volumlnous

but it has established s written racord for the committee's guidance thus
far, .

r
T

The six sectional meetings were well attended. The minutes of these
meetinzs are too voluminous to place into this rcport. We do havethenm
znd they are now a part of our files,

+

-

The meetings were marked by a consistent uniformity insofar as they
indicated present thinking in the industry as to its organizational satnup.
There was noticcable sentiment to the effect that there 1s much room Tor
improvenent in the functioning of ATA and ths state associations and that
botter coordination of effort botween ATA and its affiliates and conferences
is in oxder.

Criticism reported included allezed duplications of effort; lack of ;
close tie-in between ATA, the ATA conferences end the affiliated state
associations; 1nner1ect rechlnev" for setiing and carrying out uniform
national policies; inadequate participation in crganizational activities by
private and other types of motor carriers; lack of generel standards of
orcanization and performance for irdustry orzanizational units; inadequate
prov151gns for zroup, arca and sectlonal ﬂuotlncs and conferences of
carriers; ‘insufficient ATA activity in couueCuiU“ with assistance, advice,

“trainirg, etc. for new and o0ld state association personn L; f”llLI of ATA
governing bodies to bé truly representative of all stat
the dues and other firnancial arrangements in cLTpcf vith
-organizations, < ‘

T Ve are ®utmitting to you todsy certain fipdings and our recomnmendations

" based unmon these f‘" mhase Tirst recommendations deal only with .

certain basic nolicis here will Be later “cnorta and recormendations

as time masses, but c:nittea has net hal lcient time o deal with
all the probdlens, 1 coimmittee mey in Cﬁic <o on May 9 and 10 and :
held n wery iniores 1 ,rodubbva neeting. . (The following wore present:

- R °

ot -3
N

®. J. Ruhnor, lLouisville, Xy. C. Y. Crickton, Nashvillg, Tenn. .
L. M, Vossz, Cklahoma City, Oila. ¢. ¥, Veilbacher, S5t. Louis, ﬁo.
Brneat Wheaton, Indianapolis, Ind, C. F. Clark, St. Louis, Ho. g
Dor. ®, Snith, Datroit, Hick, George-Zastes, Seattle, Vash,
Col Birainghan, Ala. Leone Willers, Sioux Falls,S. .

\ i, N.Y. M, B. Zmerson, Barre, Vt. .
J. 3, komsyronery, D er, Coln. . B, D, Davidson, Baltimore,” Md.
Winlter hvll\‘v Chicrgo, 111, C. . Pischbach, Akron, Ohio

. Fred Hufnagal

» Phila., Pa.
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Gtrers attending: 211l or part of the sesslons:

Jemus Mcardle, Jorsey City, %.J. . Ted James, Chicago, Ill.
W, 3, Thommton, Chicago,. I11. . Shipley D, Burton, ATA
Joserh Adelizzi, lew York, .Y Cnester . Hoors,. Chicago, Ill.

gl

¢ W. E. Van Vacter, Okla. Gity,Okla.

Ray G, Atherton, Sec'y.

Most committee memters had studied the various preparsd statements
presented at the six rezional meetings and at other times and had studied
the minutes of these weetings, Thersfore, they were familiar with the
provlens and the sessions wore contractive, Tie committee expects to
continue working along the lines outlined above and we will submit periocdic
reports to you for your consideration. -

What follows dsalswith the basic organizatlon of our national and. |
state associations end this remort will point out to you certain changes in
policy that wo feel are expedient. Skould you accept these suggestions
~and recommend them to the 3oard of Directors, and if the Board approves.
them, we will then have established policy that will affect our future
recommendations. ' . '

After you have had time to study and discuss our first recpmmendationsrg

we believe that you will readily concur with the ccmmittee in its belief
that the continubd worl of the committee can bs mach moro effective 1f the
provosed policics arve adopted as spesdily as possible. -

“Very truly yours,
///;» 4///ﬂ

: 17¢?/Q/{{/¢' ’
D 7 b
‘L J. Buhner

/
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nJB/1c




i 85
- First Report and Recormendations
of the Cormittee on Uat\ cnel and
State OrruanqbiOn
June 20, 1945 o , R

HELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
ATA AND AFILIATED ST4TE ASSOCLATIONS

The following questions on this subject were directed to asscc1ation and
conference presidents and managers:

.
.

"(The present basic conception of the industry's organizational seteqp is
that of a national federation of 1nd05enﬁent state agspciations, These
independent state associations provide the government and control of the
national organization through-the election of its-Board of Directors, seven
ATA directors being chosen by each state.) ’

S
‘n
4

1, Is this the proper basis or best plan upon which to maintain an
industry q;gani zation?

- 2. If the present plan is not Dest, wha?'nlan should be recommended?

3. If ths present basic plan is sound, is the government and control
of the national federation attually being provided by the state units”?

The questions were given a lot of consideratior and a greatv deal of

di scussion developed. There were some very interestinz wriften arguments
on the subject and the prevailing opinion is that-the’present basic
orzanizational set—up or the industry is sound., & numpsr of the state
trucL associations were formed before the nationzl association came into
existence, Every stat @ association's éxpericnce has been that it must
have some netional tontect for its members, It is not possible for a state
association to- hendle national problems on an individval basis, therefore,
it is necessary that state assbciations combine and suppori omnational
organization wnick they themselves control, The natlonal organization,
therefore, is in o senss a servant tec the state associations, as rt shounld
bé: The state associations slact the diresctors té formmulate the bdbroad
policy of the national associa ation and the director elect an .executive.
comnittee to manage the affairs or the national a ssociation in qccordance
with the wishpg of the Board of Pireciors. N .

i

This is the systom undcr which the Arpaerican Truc&inP.Rssoc1ations, Inc. is
now orgahized, We reel that the pre:)nt system is sound ﬁnu that 1t should
be continued. g

St Y V ¢ o . i

Recomm- | We, therefore, reconmend that tharc be no chenge in the basic organizas
endationf tion of ATA. ‘e - :
e A ATA BOARD COF 'DIRECTORS

We projected the followine quustion:

"If in nctual practice, the government and control of‘ATh through the
Board of Dircctor° and thu Vtututiva bommittoa, does Pot'now rest in the

* .




rable that it should rest there ——
will place it there without
iveness of operatlon of AmA"?

ctatw voscocliations — and
wizel changres, modification:

Prmnirine the ofvicioney, smes

¥
W v

We quote the followlng By-Laws of. aATA: : . -

AKPICLE V. "Dhe directors of this corporation, elected by affiliated
nsuocistions, shall uve chosen annually by the members of the corp~-
oration ‘ns constituted under Article VII and thore shall be seven
from ench state, federal district, or territory, and of this number,
there shall be: one, a common carrier; one, a contract carrier, one,

local cartags oporator; and one, e private carrier; and the other '~
thlbu nay be sclected from any confurence or may be truck manuf acturer
representatives or representatives of other allled lines of business,
Affiliated associatlions may elect alternate directors and, when the
directors are absent the ternates, if duly certified and possessing-
all tho qualifications of diTectors, may serve in the cepagity of
dircctors. -

"In states, foderal districts or territories contalning more than one. .
association affiliated with thls corporation, each-assoclation shall
elect four renresentatives to a joint convention, which joint convantion
shall elect representatives of that state, federal district, or -
turrltory, as directors of this corporation from the anférences as
above pigvided.
"In states, federal districts oT territories having only ‘one affiliated;— -
association, the state representatives chosen as directors of this . © - -
corporetion shall be elected from the conferences as hereinbeforg’

provided; and yprovided further, that so long as such association .
remains the only association in the state, #ederal.distric{ or terrltory,'

it shall provice for admission to membership of all classes of’ gperators
recognized -as Lonlerences under Arulcle VII and nay admlt other: classes.

"There sh_ll be ad*lt*onal directors as wrov1ded\under Article II III

afg VII. -

MWhen directors are chosen uﬁder,Art‘cleé ﬁ and VII, after the 1939 :
~ convention, afd the candidates are engaged in more than ene class or o

type of motor tran5po1€atlon, thelr eligibility shall be deternined E
by the pertlcular clzss or_conference which nroduces .the gTeate

amount of gross revenue; provided, that in tke tase of private
«~carriers, the gross-cost. of xendering highway ﬁransportdtlon uErVICG ‘

shall be used in lieu of gross r“venue." : . A

e - W

/'You will note that the By-Laws és they are now written do not establish o
o fixed torm of ofifice for ATA Direciors.end the lack of this has made 1t
dlfflcult to determine just who 18 a nember of the. Board of Directors at any
one given time. - . : -

The present by laws permit the avpointment bf‘alternétes, apparéntly‘at -
any -time, wand thisgopen nzivilegu has to some exient nullified the
effectlve control of ATA by'thre alfllluted state ascociatlons, becausa of




|

the tendency to send uninformed nzn to meetings of the ATA Board of
Directors, : ’ -
Most .of you are acquainted with the method used to seat many directors
at our ' natlonal conventlon. State association presidents, secrotaries
and managers will carry to the national conventions blanlk certificptes
with which to certify d4irectors. They will select .directors at random;
from their members wno may bs attending the natjonal convention, fThese .
.men are then seated es qualifigd directors and it is axiomatic that a. -
great many of these direetors c¢an havas but very little knowlgdge of or -
interest in the policies and operation of ATA. , .

.

This is a very~héphazard reans of selecting directors on the part of .state
associations. If our present baslc organizational policy is correct, they
ghould select their directors in a nore resnonsiule _manner, We should
s¥st upon a strong pqlle of malntaining proper controi in the state
associzavions thrpL,h e “u%é ruggptdtlye, active anq,qgaliflcd group )
of directors, N - h : I ) ) L
- We have stated that it is rather difficult to determine at any onhae time
who are the directors of ATA, Pc*haps,,for this reason, the ATA Directors
"have not sccepted their responsibilities ih cornection with ATA as they
should, Todeay, it is rather difficult to carry out a referendum vote among ;
the directors. In an oTzanization that has apnroxlrately I50 directors, ;
D end with constant chanze in thess directors due to varying state electlon
procedurcs, it is desirable that there be efficicny pachinery by which
certain-policieg can be placed before the directors by mail for a referendum
vots., Yo showsthe necessity for unLu we would like to point ouf to you
a situation thet existed this past yesr on 'a very -important issue im which .
two state associations took opnOsite‘v1ews., Each instarce concerned the
state traf?ic. Each group zppeared before

rezulztion of air lives in.iniTras

its State Lecislature., One group was in Tavor of the legislation and the
other grouo in the adjo‘n;ns,stata dis appvoypd,oi it. .

v

. YWe point this out to you as one cass in which the T4 Board of Directors
or the Zracutive Commitiee did not formulate a-policy upon -an important
subject, -one thet prectically all truck operators are interested in, which

- - situgtion‘aiéhr hmve—b2en-avoided 1f the two state associations had sougnt
a statement of policy =and a nll referandum had been taken, -

We further point out to you that such policies could aasily be determined =

if they wers properly placed before the Board of Directors of A%A. The

present arrangement wnelkes it unsa tlslyctcvy to carry on a rexevenuum vote,
est by many who are Vel ééﬁhd" as, A4 D1r;gt01s,

‘bacause of lack of interls 33
the Tailure cf the state associalions pr0p§r1y*no sequaint ATA of ‘ehanges .
“in their AT4 Dirccters snd the goncrpl loosenuss of our org&L;uanlonal—

(> \‘
set-up .insofar as ali Directors are,“ﬂuCerﬁed-' Host of you are acquainted
with other national associz thPb. u&!’ \r1y on.rere rerdqm votes among .
A .

their directors .a woll 3 ™is is about the only way

in which a larg or;n“--atwon ca fu:ctioa;;if major policy 'is to-be made

by the ipdustry gecerally, A - v F - R
cT . . S R 2











































































































































